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Jammu rain: Toll rises to
41, manyVaishnoDevi
pilgrims among dead
ARUNSHARMA
&BASHAARATMASOOD
JAMMU,SRINAGAR,
AUGUSTūō

AT LEAST 41 people, most of
them Vaishno Devi pilgrims,
diedinJammu’sReasiandDoda
districts between Tuesdaā and
Wednesdaāastheheaviest-ever

rainfallrecordedduring24hours
in Jammuprovince left a trail of
deathanddevastation.

Thirtā-fourpeoplediednear
Adhkunwari en route to the
shrineonTuesdaāafternoonfol-
lowing a cloudburst in the area,
whilefourdiedinthehillāDoda
district due to rain and flash
floodsearlier in themorning.
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PAROMITACHAKRABARTI
NEWDELHI, AUGUSTūō

MOTHERHOOD, INmuchof the
subcontinent’s storātelling,
comeswrapped in sentiment—
ashorthandfornurtureandsac-
rifice,forsafeharbour,forthefirst
and most abiding of refuges.
ArundhatiRoā,63,wasnotraised
inside that fable. Her mother,
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ArundhatiRoĀ’snewbook ,
MotherMarĀComestoMe,
is set torelease todaĀ.PRH

TRUMP,MODIHAVEVERYGOODRELATIONSHIP:BESSENT

SHUBHAJITROY
CANBERRA,AUGUSTūō

LAUNCHING A broadside that
has leftmanā in Delhi bristling,
US President Donald Trump,
whilerepeatingthathebrokered
a ceasefire between India and
Pakistan in Maā, Wednesdaā
claimed that he spoke to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
PakistanandsaidtheUSwillnot
do “anā (trade) dealswith āou”,
that “we are going to put tariffs
on āou that are so high, āour

head’sgoingtospin”if thefight-
ingdoesn’t stop.

He claimed he stopped the
India-Pakistan conflict from
“goingnuclear”.

“Iamtalkingtoaverāterrific
man,ModiofIndia.Isaid,‘What’s
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SUKALPSHARMA
&RAVIDUTTAMISHRA
NEWDELHI, AUGUSTūō

ONTHEdaā5ćpercentUStariffs
on Indian goods became effec-
tive,USTreasurāSecretarāScott
Bessent said the India-US rela-
tionship is a “complicated” one,
but hebelieved that “at the end
ofthedaā”thetwocountrieswill
“cometogether”.

“This is a complicated rela-
tionship. President Trump and
PrimeMinisterModihaveaverā
good relationship at that level.
It’s not just over the Russian oil.

The Indians came in earlā after
LiberationDaātostartnegotiat-
ing on tariffs andwe still don’t
haveadeal. I thoughtwewould
have a deal in Maā or June. I
thoughtIndiacouldbeoneofthe
earlier deals and theā kind of
tapped us along in terms of the
negotiations and then there is

CONTINUEDONPAGEū

SHUBHAJITROY
CANBERRA,AUGUSTūō

UNDERLINING THAT Australia
wants a “deep, strong and
trustedpartnership”withIndia,
Australian Foreign Minister
PennāWongsaidonWednesdaā
that her countrā “doesn’t sup-
port tariffs”.

On the US administration’s
tariffs on India,Wong said: “I'll
leaveāoutocommentonāourbi-
lateralrelationships.Icantellāou
whatAustralia'spositionis…we
don't support tariffs.Webelieve
in the logic of the post-war eco-
nomic order, that openness can
enablegrowth,andoureconomā
is a testament to that. Australia
hasdevelopedoureconomāand
advancedovertheselastdecades
becausewehavetradedwiththe
worldinlargepart.”

Asked about US President
Donald Trump’s turn against
India in recent months, Wong
said: “Whatwewouldwant as
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Avehiclestuck indebris in JammuonWednesdaĀ.PTI

Communication lineswithUSopen...
also in touchwith industrā tosoften
impact:CommerceMinistrāofficials

Twodays later,
court cancels
non-bailable
warrant against
ex-R&AWofficer

NIRBHAYTHAKUR
NEWDELHI, AUGUSTūō

TWODAYSafteraDelhicourtis-
sued a non-bailable warrant
(NBW)againstVikashYadav,the
former R&AWofficer whowas
namedbātheUSasaconspirator
in an alleged plot to kill pro-
KhalistanseparatistGurpatwant
Singh Pannun, the court can-
celled itonWednesdaā.

Additional Sessions Judge
Saurabh Partap Singh Laler of
PatialaHouseCourtshadissued
theNBWonMondaā,notingthat
Yadavhadfailedtoappearbefore
thecourtinacaseofallegedkid-
napping and eĀtortion despite
repeated calls. “Issue NBWs
against accused... and notice to
his suretā under Section 491
Bharatiāa Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita (the procedure when
bond has been forfeited) for
October17,”hehadsaid.

On Wednesdaā, Yadav’s
CONTINUEDONPAGEū

AŁ5ƏħŚaĺiffŁ begiĀ, US ŚĺeaŁŭĺƆ ŁecƆ
ŁaƆŁ: EĀd Ďf daƆ,ƄeƄill cĎme ŚĎgeŚheĺ

‘We are being lied to...
responding to request
to hate each other’

NAMEDBYUĬSĬ IN
PANNUNCASE

SHUBHAJITROY
CANBERRA,AUGUSTūō

AMID THE strain in ties, the
Trump administration has
opened a new front, targeting
skilled Indian professionals on
the H-1B visa programme, a
movethatiseĀpectedtohitmid-
dle-class Indians in theUS.

Secretarā of Commerce
HowardLutnickhas said theUS
intends to modifā the current
immigrationsāstem,specificallā
the H-1B visa programme and
green cards. He said the Trump

administration plans to intro-
duce a “gold card” programme.
It will allowwealthā foreigners
to invest $5million in eĀchange
forUSresidencā.

“I am involved in changing
the H-1B visa programme.
We are going to change that

CONTINUEDONPAGEū

‘CalledModi and Pak, said
stop war or will make your
head spin with high tariff’

PennĀWong:
Important
timefor India,
Australiato
keepworking
together

US TreasurĀ
SecĀScott
Bessent

Trump
repeatsclaim
ofbrokering
India-Pak
ceasefire

Australia does
not back tariffs,
saysWong, flags
shared aims as
Quad partners

BUSINESSASUSUAL

BYUNNY

Lutnick says green card to change,
DeSantis calls H-1B visas a scam
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MarāRoā—gender rightsadvo-
cate, educationist, founder of
Kottaāam’s feted Pallikoodam
school—was awomanwho re-
shaped the inheritance rights of
Sārian Christian women in
Kerala, transformed the lives of
legions of āoung boās and girls
withlessonsinequalitāandself-
reliance, and built a formidable
life for herself out of verā little.
But toher twochildren,Roāand
her brother Lalith Kumar
Christopher,shewaslessmother,
moreMrsRoā,headmistressand
distant guardian, the woman
who taught them to pick their
waā across aminefield of shift-
ingmoods and eĀacting eĀpec-
tations, andwhose love arrived
likeabrief clearing inotherwise
turbulentweather.

The daā The Indian Express
meets thewriter, monsoon has
reducedtheAugustafternoonto
asullenhalf-light,slickwithrain.
Inside her Jor Bagh apartment,
however, there is no shadow of
thesquall.AgehasmadeBegum,
one of her canine companions,
somewhat temperamental but
MatiKLal,herotherpet, ismore

easā-going, sleeping on a sofa
despite the steadā humof con-
versation. Eight āears since her
second novel, The MinistrĀ of
Utmost Happiness (2ć17), and
three āears after her mother’s
death, hernewbook, amemoir,
Mother MarĀ Comes to Me
(Penguin Hamish Hamilton, Rs
899) is set to release on
Thursdaā. “The reason Iwrote it
wasbecause I reallāwantedher
to be in the pages of literature,
not as a hagiographā, but as a
woman who had no problem
displaāing everāthing that she
was—good,bad,whatever,”she
saās.

Roā’saccountunsettlesthefa-
miliarmāthofmotherhood and
replaces itwithsomethingknot-
tier,morealive:aportraitofinher-
itancethatisequalpartsbrilliance
and bruise, an upbringing that
wasascreativeanddaąąlingas it
wasdifficultandscarring.

To sit across fromRoā as she
retraces those āears is to en-
counternotjustadaughtertelling
hermother’s storā, but awriter
probingthecomplicatedalchemā
of love, rupture and resilience. It

conteĀtualisesthechaosthathas
beenthecreativelifeforcebehind
herfiction,thathasgivenshapeto
her politics, born frombeing an
outlieronwhatshecalls“thegrid
ofcaste,communitā,religionand
everāthing that is 99per cent of
thiscountrā”.

Just as hermemoir interro-
gates the tangled intimacies of
familā,herpublicvoicecontinues
tointerrogatethetangledcontra-
dictionsof thenation, its increas-
ingdissonancewithvoicesofdis-
sent, with those who ask
questions of it. Roā herself has
beenacutelāawareof“thingsthat
canandcannotbesaid”;not that
it has stopped her fromvoicing
thingsshehasfeltneedtobesaid.
She has never been among the
state’s “wonderful,willing,well-
behaved, gullible subjects” that
shewroteof inheressaāTheEnd
of Imagination,who thrive in an
echochamberofmajoritarianeĀ-
pression.

TheuneasewithRoā, the ac-
tivist,beganaboutaāearafterthe
elationoverRoā,theBookerPriąe-
winning novelist of The God of
SmallThings(1997).Itstartedwith

the publication of The End of
Imagination,decrāingIndia'snu-
cleartestsinPokhranin1998,and
hardenedoverthecourseofRoā’s
condemnationofinequalitā,state
repression, capitalism, dema-
goguerā and the genuflection of
greedā corporates in essaā after
fulminatingessaāovertwo-and-
a-halfdecades.
In AĄadi: Freedom, Fascism,

Fiction(2ć2ć),thecollectionofes-
saās recentlā proscribed in
Kashmiralongsideabout25other
booksongroundsofpropagating
“secessionist sentiments”, Roā
writes,“Whatweneedarepeople
whoarepreparedtobeunpopu-
lar. Who are prepared to put
themselves in danger.Who are
prepared to tell the truth. Brave
journalists cando that, and theā
have. Brave lawāers cando that,
andtheāhave.Andartists—beau-
tiful,brilliant,bravewriters,poets,
musicians,paintersandfilmmak-
erscandothat. Thatbeautā ison
ourside.Allof it.”

Roāisateasewithunpopular-
itā, but the news of the banhad
puąąledher. “I donot knowwhā
it’shappeningnow,noneofthem

are newbooks,” she saās. It has
donenothingtoalterhercommit-
ment to speaking up against in-
justices. Shehasbeenaccusedat
various points of time inher ca-
reer of not showing India in
“proper”light,butifthere’salight
worth shining, she saās, it is al-
waāsthestarkglareoftruth.“We
are living inanagewhereweare
constantlā being lied to, con-
stantlā being ambushed, con-
stantlārespondingtotherequest
tohateeachother.Ithinkwehave
plentātobeashamedof.Andwe
shouldnotbeashamedof saāing
so,”shesaās.

In theweekpreceding the in-
terview,allegationsof“votechori”
bā theOppositionand thepress
conference of the Election
Commissionof Indiadismissing
themasmalicioushavedominated
national news. What happens
whendistrustbecomestheleitmo-
tifofpubliclife,denāingcitiąensthe
respectandspacetodisagree?Roā
saāsthemetastasishasbeeninthe
making for a long time.
“Sometimes I think thatasocietā
thatpractisescastehasalreadāin-
stitutionaliseda lackof empathā

becauseof thishierarchical social
structureandthenintroducedeth-
nicandreligiousviolence, corpo-
rate capitalismand a complete
cold-heartedness towards the
poor.Idon'tthinkthereisanāsoci-
etālikeIndiansocietāintheworld
todaāwhichissocruelandsoun-
caring of each other. One of the
biggestthingsthatwehavetoover-
come is that kindof hierarchical
thinkingwhichclosesoutthepos-
sibilitāof āour feelingsomething
forsomeonewhodoesnotbelong
towhatever tināgroupāouclaim
āouwanttobelongto.It'spolitical,
it'ssocial,it'seconomicbutit'salso
psāchological,”shesaās.

Theanswer,shesaās,doesnot
lieinautopianimaginationofre-
versal.“Youcan'treturn.Youhave
tomove on and come to a new
place. Itwon't happen soonbut I
sense a fatiguewith the kind of
shabbā fascism that is being im-
posedonus. Thewholeworld is
in a dangerous place right now.
Thewaāpeople have been con-
trolled— the digital world is a
worldofsurveillanceandcontrol
andpeoplethinkthattheāarefree
—itwilltaketime,”shesaās.
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● ‘Living in an age where we are constantly being lied to... responding to request to hate each other’

also the aspect of the Russian
crude purchaseswhich theā’ve
been profiteering on,” Bessent
said inan interviewto television
newschannelFoĀBusiness.

“There’smanālevelsgoingon
here. I do think India’s theworld
largest democracā; theUS is the
world's largest economā. I think
attheendofthedaāwewillcome
together. I think a lot of it bā the
Indians has been performative.
I’vesaiditallalongduringthetar-
iff negotiations. The US is the
deficit countrā.When there is a
schism in trade relations, the
deficit countrā (is) at an advan-
tage. It’sthesurpluscountrāthat
shouldworrā.So, theIndiansare
sellingtous.Theāhaveverāhigh
tariffs andwe have a verā large
deficit with them,” the US
TreasurāSecretarāsaid.

In New Delhi, Commerce
Ministrā officials said the com-
munication lines with the US
have not been severed and that
theāwerealso in touchwith the
industrātoeĀplorehowtosoften
the impact of tariffs. USnegotia-
tors were eĀpected to come to
India on August 25 for talks to
concludethetradedeal.However,
the talkswere calledoff afterUS
President Donald Trump an-
nounced 5ć per cent tariffs on
IndiaonAugust6.

Onbeingaskedifhewaswor-
riedthatIndiaisgoingtodotrade
using the rupee, instead of the
dollar,with theBRICS countries,
Bessent said, “There are a lot of
things Iworrā about. The rupee

becoming a reserve currencā is-
n'toneof them.Ithinktherupee
isnearanall-timelowversusthe
USdollar.”

Astradetalkswereon,India’s
heftā imports of Russian crude
suddenlā surfacedas amajor ir-
ritantfortheTrumpadministra-
tion.EarlierinAugust,Trumpan-
nounced an additional 25 per
centtariff—overandabovethe25
per cent tariff announced on
Indian goods in Julā — as a
penaltā for Russian oil imports.
The cumulative 5ć per cent US
tariff on goods took effect on
Wednesdaā.

BessentsaidtheUScoulduse
moreassistance fromEuropeon
pressuring Indiaover itsRussian
oil imports, given thatmuch of
the refined petroleumproducts
eĀported bā India go to Europe.
“OurEuropeanalliesneedtostep
up. I don't see them threatening
the tariffs on the Indians. As a
matter of fact, theā're the ones
buāingtherefinedproductsthat's
made from the Russian oil,”
Bessentsaid.HesaidonlāCanada
waswilling to join theUS in ap-
plāing secondarā tariffs to pres-
surecountries likeIndia.

India-US trade deal negotia-
tionshadstartedinFebruarāthis
āear soon after PrimeMinister
Narendra Modi visited
Washington.Bothleadershadan-
nouncedplans to signabilateral
tradeagreementbātheendofthe
āear. The two countries had also
signed the terms of reference
(ToR) for the trade deal. But,

India’sstancetomaintainprotec-
tion for its agriculture andmid-
siąedvehicleshascreateddiffer-
encesbetweentradenegotiators.

NewDelhihassaidthetarget-
ing of India over thepurchase of
Russian oilwas “unjustified and
unreasonable”andsaidtheseim-
portsbeganasitstraditionalsup-
plies were diverted to Europe,
with theUShaving “activelā en-
couraged such imports bā India
for strengthening global energā
marketsstabilitā”.

Washington has also been
frustrated over protracted trade
dealnegotiationswithNewDelhi,
giventhatIndiawasinitiallāseen
as one of the front-runners for a
tradepactwiththeUS.India’sstiff
resistancetoAmericandemands
ofgreateraccesstothecountrā’s
farmanddairāsectorsareamong
themajor roadblocks in the ne-

gotiations.
The renewed pressure from

theUS and otherWestern pow-
ers—pressuringIndiatocutdown
onimportsfromRussia—isaimed
atforcingtheKremlin’shandinto
ending the Ukraine war. For
Trump, who wants the three-
āear-old Russia-Ukrainewar to
endwithindaās,thisisanoppor-
tune time to pressure India over
its Russian imports, given the
long-drawn-outtradepactnego-
tiationsbetweenNewDelhi and
Washingtonhavebeenhitbāim-
pediments.

Russiaiscurrentlāthelargest
sourceofcrudeforIndia,account-
ing for 35-4ć per cent of New
Delhi’soil imports.WhenRussia
invaded Ukraine in Februarā
2ć22, Moscow’s share in New
Delhi’soilimportswaslessthan2
per cent. While Trump has
slappedadditionaltariffsonIndia
asa“penaltā”forbuāingRussian
crude, it has not taken anā such
action so far against China—the
topbuāerofMoscow’soil.

Despite theeĀtra tariffs,New
Delhicontinuestomaintainitwill
buāoil fromwherever itgets the
bestdeal, as longas theoil is not
undersanctions.Russianoilisnot
undersanctions,andisonlāsub-
jecttoapricecapimposedbāthe
US and its allies that applies if
Westernshippingandinsurance
servicesareusedfortransporting
the oil. Indian refiners and the
governmentmaintain that theā
have been adhering to the price
caponRussianoil.

goingonwithāouandPakistan?’.
ThenIamtalkingtoPakistan,on
trade.Isaidwhat’sgoingonwith
āou and India? And the hatred
was tremendous. This has
beengoingonforahellof a long
time,like,sometimeswithdiffer-
ent names for hundreds of
āears,”hesaid.

“I said, I don’t want tomake
atradedealwithāou…Youguās
are going to endup in a nuclear
war…Isaid,callmebacktomor-
row. Butwe are not going to do
anādealswithāou,orwearego-
ing to put tariffs on āou that are
so high, āour head’s going to
spin,”hesaid.

“Within five hours, it was
done.Maābeitstartsagain,butI
will stop it if itdoes,”hesaid.

Trump also claimed that
“sevenjetsormaābemore”were
shot down – he did not saā
which countrā’s aircraft hewas
referring to.

Talking to the press at the
White House two daās ago,
Trump had claimed that he
stopped sevenwars around the
world, including the one be-
tween India and Pakistan. He

said that of the seven wars he
stopped, four were because he
used tariffs and trade to negoti-
atewith the parties involved in
theconflict.

His latest remarks, being
viewedinDelhiasthemostper-
sonalised attack on the Prime
Minister, have led to a fair
amountof disquiet inDelhi.

Delhi has fact-checked the
US President in the last few
months, but it has not stopped
Trumpfromclaimingcredit for
brokering an end to the hostil-
ities between India and
Pakistan.

Modi had told Trump that
there was no conversation be-
tweenthemontrade.OnJulā3ć,
Trump announced the imposi-
tion of 25 per cent tariff on
Indian goods, and followed it a
weeklaterbāannouncinganad-
ditional25per tariff over Indian
purchaseof Russianoil.

India and the US have had a
difficultrelationshipandtheties
have been hit adverselā in the
last fewmonths over the tariffs
and the India-Pakistanmilitarā
confrontation.

friendsofbothcountries,andas,
verāobviouslā,we’reanalliance
partnerof theUnitedStates, isto
saāwe share somuch,we share
not justhistorā, butwedoshare
verāclearobjectivesabouttheat-
tributes of the (Indo-Pacific) re-
gioninwhichwelive.Wealwaās
encourage dialogue, andwe are
strongsupportersof theQuad.”

The Quad grouping com-
prisesIndia,Australia,theUSand
Japan.

Interactingwithavisitingdel-
egation of Indian journalists,
Wong,whenaskedaboutIndia’s
efforts to repair tieswith China,
saidBeijing is agreatpowerand
is asserting its interests as great
powers do, adding that some of
those interests maā not align
withAustralia’s interests.

“Therewill be differences in
therelationship.Wealsohavear-
eas wherewe can cooperate…
Wecooperatewherewecan.We
disagreewherewemust.Andwe
engageinthenationalinterest.It
describes awaā of dealingwith
the relationship which recog-
nises that therewould be areas
of differences, and recognises
therewill be areas of coopera-
tion,andalsorecognisestheim-
portance to both our countries
for mature engagement. Now,
that’s the approach we
(Australia)take,andfrommāob-
servation, it's the approach that
Indiaseekstotake,” shesaid.

“I want to emphasise the
valuewe place, the prioritāwe
place on our relationshipwith
India. I metwith Dr Jaishankar
morethananāothercounterpart,
which reflects the prioritā we
give to this relationship,”Wong
said. “We are at a time of great
change. I thinkwhat āou see in
Australia isaverāreliable,stable
partner that shares a great deal
of āour strategic objectives,
which are, what I describe as, a
peaceful, stable and prosperous
region inwhich everāone’s sov-
ereigntā is respected,” shesaid.

Shesaidtherearemanāareas
where there is “strategic align-
ment”,andpointedoutthepres-
enceof Indiandiaspora.

On the impactof tensionbe-
tweenIndiaandtheUShavingan
adverseimpactontheQuad,she
said: “We are strong supporters
of the Quad, and obviouslā I'll
leaveittootherstodealwith,en-
gage bilaterallā on, issues that
theā want to deal with. But I
wouldalwaāssaāthat…it'sgood
for all of us to rememberwhat
weshare.Andwedohavealotof
shared objectives around the
Indo-Pacific. Andwe are Quad

partners not just becausewe're
Quadpartners, butweareQuad
partnersbecausewehave those
sharedstrategicobjectives.”

Onthebilateral front, shere-
calledQuadmeetings andbilat-
eral meetings between Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Australian Prime Minister
Anthonā Albanese. “Wewant a
deep,strongandtrustedpartner-
ship with āou…We can talk
throughthegamutof thewhole
breadthofourrelationship…we
doa lot together,but I think fun-
damentallā,itcomesbacktothis.
Weareinatimewheretheworld
is, the global order is, being re-
shaped, theregionalorder isbe-
ing reshaped, andwehave a re-
sponsibilitā to influence that
reshaping.Andwewanttowork
with India, becausewe see a lot
ofconvergenceandalignmentin
the sort of outcomes wewant
fromthat reshaping.Wesee the
attributes of the region thatwe
want as being shared…So, it's a
verā important time for us to
keepworkingtogether,”shesaid.

On the recent visa fee hikes
faced bā international students
inAustralia,includingIndianstu-
dents, she said: “Whatwe have
is education eĀports…So inter-
national students coming to
Australiaisaverāimportantpart
of our economā, and it's also a
verā importantpartof ourbilat-
eral relationships and our re-
gional relationships. Mā father
was a Colombo Plan scholar to
Australia.So,I'veknownthrough
mā own life the importance of
thateĀperienceofeducation,and
what thatmeans long-term for
our bilateral relationship. There
havebeenvariousreformsinthe
education area; theā are about
trāing to improve the qualitā of
the educational offer, and we
have been reallā clear.Wewill
continue to welcome interna-
tional students, but we have
sought to improve thequalitāof
that education and also to sta-
bilise the numbers,which obvi-
ouslāspikedasaconsequenceof
post-Covid.”

On Australia’s support for
IndiaafterthePahalgamterrorat-
tack,shesaid:“Ispoketoāourfor-
eignminister after that, and āou
saw,asāousaid,māpubliccom-
ments.Wewelcomedthecease-
fire.Wewelcomeeffortstoassure
peaceandstabilitā,andoften,ob-
viouslā,oneof thekeāaspectsof
that istocounterterrorism.”

(Thereporter is inAustraliaat the
invitationof theAustralian

ForeignMinistrĀ.)

programmebecausethat’s terri-
ble,right?Wearegoingtochange
thegreencard,”Lutnicksaiddur-
inganinterviewwithFoĀNews.

Florida’s Governor Ron
DeSantisalsocriticisedtheH-1B
visa programme, calling it a “to-
tal scam”.Hesaid it allowscom-
paniestoreplaceAmericanwork-
erswithforeignlabour.

During an interview on FoĀ
News, DeSantis claimed that
companiesoften trainAmerican
workers alongside H-1B visa
holders, onlā to laā off the
Americans and hire the foreign
workers. Thispractice,hesaid, is
unacceptable and hurts
Americanworkers.

Asked bā anchor Laura
Ingraham on the divide in the
Trump cabinet over the issue of
H-1Bvisas,DeSantissaid,“Ithink
āou are right to saā theH-1B…
has become a total scam. These
companies game the sāstem.
Someofthesecompaniesarelaā-
ing off large numbers of
Americanswhilealsohiringnew
H-1Bworkers and renewing eĀ-
istingH-1B visas. Often, people
used to saā, ‘We are getting the
creamofthecropfromallaround
theworld.’Therealitāisthat’snot
actuallāwhatH1Bsare.”

He contested thenotion that
theH-1Bprogrammeattractsthe
“best and brightest” talent, sug-
gestinginsteadthatithasbecome
a sāstem that benefits a specific
industrā, largelā dominated bā
workersfromonecountrā.

“Most of them (H-1Bs) are
fromonecountrā,India,there’sa
cottage industrā about how all
thosepeoplemakemoneāoffthis
sāstem.”

Withartificialintelligencein-
creasinglā displacing āoung
workers, DeSantis questioned
whā theUSshould importmore
foreign labour instead of priori-
tisingitsowncitiąens.

“Whāwouldwebeimporting
foreignworkerswhenwe have
our ownpeople thatweneed to
takecareof?,”hesaid.

Lutnick claimed there is
stronginterestintheprogramme,
with25ć,ćććpeoplesupposedlā
waiting in line, and potentiallā
generating USD 1.25 trillion in
revenue.

In Januarā, backing theH-1B
visa programme, US President
DonaldTrumphadsaidthecoun-
trā needs “verā competent” and
“great” people, and this is possi-
blethroughthisvisaprogramme.

SpeakingattheWhiteHouse

during a joint news conference
with Oracle CTO Larrā Ellison,
SoftbankCEOMasaāoshiSonand
OpenAICEOSamAltman,Trump
said:“Ilikebothsidesoftheargu-
ment,but Ialsolikeverācompe-
tent people coming into our
countrā, even if that involves
themtrainingandhelpingother
people whomaā not have the
qualificationstheādo.ButIdon’t
want to stop – and I amnot just
talkingaboutengineers,Iamtalk-
ingaboutpeopleatall levels.”

“Wewantcompetentpeople
comingintoourcountrā.AndH-
1B, I know theprogrammeverā
well.Iusetheprogramme.Maitre
d’, wine eĀperts, evenwaiters,
high-qualitāwaiters – āouhave
gottogetthebestpeople.People
like Larrā, he needs engineers,
Masaalsoneeds...theāneedengi-
neers likenobodā’s ever needed
them,”hesaid.

“So,we have to have qualitā
peoplecomingin.Now,bādoing
that, we are eĀpanding busi-
nesses and that takes care of
everābodā.SoIamsortofonboth
sidesoftheargument,butwhatI
reallādofeelisthatwehavetolet
reallā competent people, great
people, come into our countrā.
AndwedothatthroughtheH-1B

programme,”hesaid.
Itwas the second time since

hiselectionthatTrumphadsup-
portedtheH-1Bprogrammethat
allows businesses in the US to
emploāskilledforeignnationals.

Whilemuch of the focus of
the crackdown is against illegal
immigration, there is some ap-
prehensionherethatthefar-right
MAGA Republican voicesmaā
forceatighteningofthelegalim-
migrationchannelsaswell.

SinceIndianprofessionalsand
students go to the US in large
numbers to live, work or studā
there,alongwithIndiantourists,
there has been some concern
about how those visa categories
maābeaffected.

Indiansare thebiggestbene-
ficiaries of the H-1B visas.
Between October 2ć22 and
September 2ć23, 72 per cent of
thenearlā4lakhvisasissuedun-
dertheH-1Bprogrammewentto
Indiannationals.Duringthesame
period, top four Indian ITmajors
with a presence in the US –
Infosās,TCS,HCLandWipro–ob-
tained approval for around
2ć,ćććemploāeestoworkonH-
1B visas, according to the latest
USCitiąenship and Immigration
Services(USCIS)data.

lawāers filedanapplicationstat-
ing that the NBW was issued
whilealawāers'strikewasunder-
waā,whichiswhātheācouldnot
attendthehearingonMondaā.

ASJ Laler then said theNBW
against Yadavwas cancelled in
viewofthefactsstatedintheap-
plicationmovedbāhis lawāers.
He also restored the bail bond
suretāanddirectedYadavtoap-
pear in person or through his
counsel onOctober 17,which is
theneĀtdateof hearing.

Yadav was arrested on
December18,2ć23,bātheDelhi
Police Special Cell after an FIR
was filedagainsthimonacom-
plaintfromaRohiniresident,ac-

cusinghimofeĀtortionandkid-
napping, and linking him to
gangster LawrenceBishnoi. The
arrest came three weeks after
Yadav’s namewas listed in the
Pannun case bā US authorities.
Yadavwas later releasedonbail
even as a chargesheetwas filed
bā thepolice.

Yadav had beenmoving ap-
plicationsbeforetheDelhicourt
seekingeĀemptionfromappear-
ance citing a “threat to his life”,
whichwereapproved.Buthedid
notmove a fresh applicationon
Mondaā,promptingthecourtto
takeaction.

Lawāers in Delhi have been
protestingagainst anotification

issued bā Lieutenant-Governor
V K SaĀena, allowing police to
virtuallā present evidence in
courts from stations. In a circu-
lar issued last Thursdaā, the
Coordination Committee of All
DistrictCourtBarAssociationsin
Delhi saidall lawāerswouldab-
stain fromwork and those seen
in courts would be penalised.
Wednesdaāmarkedthefifthdaā
of thestrike.

OnMondaā, Yadav's alleged
associate Abdullah Khan had
movedanapplicationbeforethe
court for eĀtending the release
of his passport, claiming his fa-
therwas diagnosedwith blood
cancer forwhich he had to visit

Dubai,SingaporeandtheUKfor
medicalopinion.“Inviewofsub-
missionsmade,eĀtensionof re-
lease of passport is allowed till
neĀtdateof hearingonOctober
17,” the court said on
Wednesdaā.

Athirdaccused,Dubai-based
Jalaluddin alias Sameer,was ar-
rested on Julā 1 for his alleged
roleinthekidnapping-eĀtortion
case. He is also out on bail. A
fourthperson,BikramGogoi,has
movedananticipatorābail plea
in Patiala House Courts saāing
thatheknewJalaluddinsincehis
school daās inDelhi, butwasn't
aware of his criminal an-
tecedents.

THEINDIA-USrelationship
isacompleĀone,buthas
evolvedoverāears,with
bothcountriesawareof the
nuances.Giventhattalks
startedinFebruarā,adeal
waseĀpectedsoon;but
thatwasnottobe.There
aremanāthingsgoingon,
andasBessentsaās,the
twowill ‘cometogether’.
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US treasury secy: End of day, wewill come together

● Lutnick says green card to change, DeSantis calls H-1B visas a scam

● ‘Australia doesn’t back tariffs’

●Court cancels non-bailable warrant against ex-R&AW officer

● ‘Called Modi, Pak, said stop war’

● Jammu rain: Toll rises to 41
Eighteen of the 34 bodies

brought to the Government
Medical CollegeHospital’smor-
tuarā in Jammu fromKatrahave
been identified as residents of
Punjab,Delhi,Rajasthan,Madhāa
PradeshandUttarPradesh.

Later, with the recoverā of
three bodies – of a BSF jawan in
Pargwal,anIrrigationDepartment
emploāee in Lakhanpur, and an
unidentifiedwomaninAkhnoor–
thetolltouched41.

J&KLtGovernorManojSinha,
whovisitedahospital inKatra to
enquireaboutthehealthof13in-
jured pilgrims there, said, “A
cloudburstoccurredanddevotees
atArdhkuwariwere caught in it.
Itwasaheart-wrenchingnatural
calamitā inwhichwe lost pre-
cious lives.We are providing all
possible assistance to their fami-
lies.”

Pointingoutthattheāatrawas
suspendedonTuesdaāduetothe
weather,heannouncedeĀgratia
reliefofRs9lakhtothefamiliesof
thedeceased.

ChiefMinisterOmarAbdullah,
while eĀpressing grief over the
deaths,askedwhāofficialsdidnot
stop pilgrims from treading the
trackwhen therewas aweather
warning. “Wewill have to talk
about it later. When we knew
abouttheweather,shouldwenot
have taken certain steps to save
thoselives?Theweatherwarning
hadcometousafewdaāsago,”he
toldthemedia.

“Whāwere these people on
the track?Whāwere theā not
stopped? Whā were theā not
movedtoasafeplace?Thishasto
bediscussedlater.Wefeelsorrow
overthelossofpreciouslives,”he
said.

Significantlā, Lt Governor
Sinha is the chairmanof theShri
MataVaishnodevi ShrineBoard,
whichmonitorsthepilgrimagein
theTrikutaHills.

The pilgrimage was sus-
pended after pilgrims,whohad
taken refugeunder an iron shed
duetotherains,wereburied ina
landslide around 3 pm on
Tuesdaā.

The landslide struckhalfwaā
along thewinding 12-km trek
fromKatratotheshrine.

Therearetworoutesuptothe
shrine.While theāatrahadbeen
suspended on theHimkoti trek
route since Tuesdaāmorning, it
wasallowedontheoldrouteun-
til1:3ćpm,whenauthoritiesde-
cided to suspend it until further
notice.

Inviewofthedevastation,the
school educationdepartment in
the UT had closed schools last
week, while the State Board of
SchoolEducationpostponedclass
11and12eĀamsacrossJ&K.

Officialsourcessaidthatinjust
a 24-hour period, Jammu
recorded 38ćmmof rainfall on
Tuesdaā. This is themaĀimum
rainfalleverrecordedinJammuin
a 24-hour period since 191ć,
whentheobservatorāwasestab-
lished, theā said. The previous
recordwas27ć.4mmrecordedon
September25,1988.

Omar also visited a fourth
bridge on the Tawi River,which
wasdamagedduetoflashfloods,
andemphasised theneed for its
technicalevaluationasithadbeen
damagedduring the2ć14 floods
as well. He directed BSNL and
other private telecomoperators,
suchas JioandAirtel, to immedi-
atelārestoreinternetandtelecom
services.

Vehicular traffic on the
Jammu-Pathankot, Jammu-
Srinagar and Batote-Doda-
Kishtwarnationalhighwaāswas
suspendedfollowingdamagedue
tothelandslidesandflashfloods.

Incessantrainsduringthepast
threedaāsalsocreatedaflood-like
situation in various parts of
Jammu, prompting the NDRF,
SDRF, police and Armā to use
boatstorescuepeople.Morethan
5,ćććpeoplewereevacuated.

The Indian Armā Aviation
evacuated 22 CRPF personnel
alongwiththreecivilianswhohad
been stranded nearMadhopur
HeadworkssinceTuesdaā.

Meanwhile, in Srinagar, the
Jehlum river’s water level was
close to the danger mark.
Devastatedbāthemassivefloods
in2ć14,thecitāisonhighalert.

Divisional Commissioner,
Kashmir, AnshulGarg, said pre-
cautionarāmeasuresareinplace
and thewater levels are being
monitored. "Allourdeputācom-
missionersinsouthKashmirand
central Kashmir are on the
ground,"hesaid.

The government has an-
nouncedthatall schoolsandcol-
leges in the Valleāwill remain
closedonThursdaā.

TheValleāalsosawacommu-
nicationbreakdownasbothwired
andmobile internet, aswell as
calling facilities,weredisrupted.
Officials said thiswasbecauseof
damage to theoptical fibre cable
alongthenationalhighwaāwhere
landslidesstruck.
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EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,AUGUSTūō

TERMINGNCERT’snewmodules
on ‘Partition Horrors
Remembrance Daā’ as “false-
hoods,withaclearcommunalin-
tent,” a resolution bā the Indian
HistorāCongress(IHC)—anasso-
ciation of historians— said that
“distorted polariąing historā” is
“being fed to tender minds of
schoolgoingchildren.”

The resolution, datedAugust
25, said, “Turning historā com-
pletelāupsidedown,themodules
holdnotonlātheMuslimLeague
but also the Indian National
Congress responsible for the
Partitionof the countrā.Quite in
tunewiththeloāaliststanceofthe
communalforcesduringthefree-
domstruggle,theBritishcolonial
rulers are given a clean chit in
thesemodules.”

TheNCERTmodules – short
publications on specific topics –

on Partition Horrors
RemembranceDaāwerereleased
earlierthismonth,oneforthesec-
ondarāstage(Classes9to12),and
another for the middle stage
(Classes6to8).

Themodule states that three
actors were responsible for
Partition: “1. Jinnah, who de-
mandedit.2.TheCongress,which
acceptedit.3.Mountbatten,who
formaliąedandimplementedit.”

TheIHCresolutionstatedthat
the “realitā isverādifferent from
whatthemodulesargue.”

“ThepartitionofIndiawasthe
result of a long-term strategā of
theBritishpursuedsincethe19th
centurāofdivideandrule,partic-
ularlā after the revolt of 1857,
which Hindus and Muslims
fought together, shoulder to
shoulder... “ itsaid.

“All descriptions in themod-
ules refer to Hindus and Sikhs
killed and humiliated and no
mentionoftheretaliatorāhorrors
inflictedonMuslims,”itadded.

ĺPARTITIONHORRORSREMEMBRANCEDAYĻ

IHC slamsNCERTmodules:
Distorted polarizing history
fed to schoolchildren’sminds

SpaceX rocket places
Indian startups’
satellites into orbit
ANONNADUTT
NEWDELHI, AUGUSTūō

THREEHYPERSPECTRALimaging
satellitesdevelopedbātheIndian
startup PiĀĀelwere successfullā
placedinorbitbāSpaceX’sFalcon
9rocketearlāWednesdaāmorn-
ing.Thelaunchofthethreesatel-
lites, along with the three
launched earlier in Januarā,
markedthecompletionofthefirst
phaseof theFireflāconstellation.

The same Falcon-9mission
alsolaunchedthepaāloadsbased
on the P-3ć satellite bus devel-
oped bā Indian startupDhruva
Space. Dhruva’s LEAP-1
(Launching EĀpeditions for
Aspiring Paāloads) contains two
paāloads:anadvancedAImodule
andahāperspectral imager.

PiĀĀelplanstocreatean18-24
satelliteconstellation,depending
oncustomerneeds.Withthefirst

siĀsatellites,thecompanāwillbe
able to provide global coverage
everā24hours.Thesatelliteswill
providehigh-resolutionimagesof
theEarthata5-metreresolution,
capturedin135spectralbands.

ThebasicRGBimagesarecap-
tured in three spectral bands of
visible light.Amulti-spectral im-
ageiscapturedinfourto12bands,
ranging fromvisible to near-in-
frared light,while hāperspectral
imagesarecapturedin37tomore
than1ććspectral bands, ranging
from visible to short-wave in-
fraredlight.Thisproducesdetailed
imagesthatenableconsumersto
monitorEarth’secosāstemswith
eĀtremeaccuracā.

Whilemanāearthobservation
satellites can inform customers
about crophealth, hāperspectral
images can tellwhich nutrients
aremissingfromsoilandcandis-
tinguish between different
speciesandsubspeciesofcrops.
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ĺNON-PAYMENTOFFEESĻ: HINDUSTANANTIBIOTICSSCHOOLFACESPROBE

SOHAMSHAH
PUNE,AUGUSTūō

CONTENT CREATOR Atharva
Sudame’strāstwithcontroversā
has ironicallā come from the
same platform that has made
himapopularfaceinthestate—
Instagramreels.

A ‘reelstar’ and regular
Marathi content creator with
over 1.7 million followers on
Instagram, Sudame’s latest reel
on religious unitā before the
Ganapati festival hasmadehim
the targetof certaingroups.

Inthereel,Sudamepromotes
Hindu-Muslim unitā bā pur-
chasing a Ganesh idol from a
Muslimshopkeeper.

After a section of socialme-
diausersandtheAkhilBharatiāa
Brahman Mahasangh voiced
their opposition, Sudame
deletedthevideoandapologised
forhurtingsentiments.

Sudame has gained fame
with parodies of stereotāpical
characters commonlā found in
neighbourhoods,videosonfesti-
vals and events, andmusic and
cricketvideos.Healsoperforms
live shows with his team. In
2ć23,Maharashtra Navnirman
Sena chief Raj Thackeraā eĀ-
pressed appreciation for
Sudameatanevent.“Youaremā
favourite, I watch all āour
videos,”Thackeraāsaid.

Sudame’sfeedrevealscollab-
orations with stars like Asha
Bhosle, Surāakumar Yadav,
Harbhajan Singh, Yuvraj Singh,

andKaneWilliamson.
Hewasoneof thesocialme-

dia influencerswhowas called
bā the Mahratta Chamber of
Commerce, Industries and
Agriculture(MCCIA)toguideen-
trepreneurs on how to harness
the power of social media last
āear.

A student of Modern High
School, Sudame completed his
educationfromtheMarathwada
Mitra Mandal’s College of
Commerce and married his
long-timefriend,Rucha,in2ć23.

Sudame’s content depicts
himastheboā-neĀt-door,buthe
has garnered his share of criti-
cism, with social media users
pointingouthowsomereelsand
jokesareproblematic.Avideobā
Sudame titled ‘Gen-Z Kids
Nowadaās’makeslightofcondi-
tions like anĀietā, depression,
panicattacks, andsuicide.

In another reel titled ‘Men
will be Men’, Sudame lists the

namesof thewomenhehadro-
manticrelationshipswithincol-
lege to his friend. As his wife
walks into the frame, his friend
makesaneĀcuse toget Sudame
outoftrouble.Assoonashiswife
leaves, Sudame starts talking
aboutanotherwoman.

Reddit user RKoi123 com-
mented on a post on
r/LGBTindia,“Dannāpandit.And
hisfriendAtharvaSudame.Ifind
their skits homophobic and
misogānistic.”

Journalist Sunandan Lele,
who collaboratedwith Sudame
forcricket-relatedcontent, said,
“I don’t want to saā anāthing
specificaboutthereel, it isapart
ofanindividual’screativitā.ButI
cansaāforsurethatthereelwas
made with a good heart. He
never intendstocreateanācon-
troversā. Some of these things
have become so unnecessarilā
sensitive that one is baffled
aboutwherethingsareheaded.”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
PUNE,AUGUSTūō

AWAITER working at Peacock
Restaurant and Bar in the
Uttam Nagar area of Pune citā
wasarrestedWednesdaāforal-
legedlā murdering his em-
ploāer after theā had an argu-
ment over his drinking habit.

The Uttam Nagar police
identified the deceased as
Santosh Sundar Shettā, 44, a
resident of Sneha Vihar in
Shivane, who owned the
restaurant at Kondhawe
DhawadeonNDARoad,where
UmeshDilip Giri, 38, had been
workingasawaiter for thepast
22 daās.

“The probe so far has re-
vealedthatGiriwasconsuming
liquor. Santosh Shettā warned
Giri that he would be sacked
from his job if he was found
workingunder the influenceof
alcohol,” saidMohanKhandare,
a seniorpolice inspectorat the
UttamNagar station.

The incident happened on
Tuesdaā night.

According toKhandare,Giri
allegedlā said he would leave
the job and demanded his
salarā.

“But Shettā refused to give
thesalarāasGirihadjoinedjust

22 daās before and had also
takensomemoneā inadvance.
So Giri got angrā. He went in-
side the kitchen, took a knife,
and attacked Shettā,” he said.

The police said Shettā was
working at the restaurant’s
cash counter when Giri al-
legedlāassaultedhimmultiple
timeswith the kitchen knife.

Hewas rushed to ahospital
but was pronounced dead bā
the doctors.

At the time, Giri was staā-
ing in the staff quarters of the
restaurant.

The police said Giri had no
previous criminal record.

Assistant Police Inspector
Feroą Mulani is investigating
themurdercase registeredun-
derBharatiāaNāaāSanhitasec-
tion 1ć3 (1).

The FIR was registered at
theUttamNagar police station
earlāWednesdaā.

PMC set to designate fixed
feeding spots for stray dogs

ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS
PUNE,AUGUSTūō

DEATH OF a liver donor is eĀ-
tremelā rare and so when a
tragic incidentoccurredinPune
– a 42-āear-oldwoman died of
low blood pressure andmulti-
organ failure after donating a
part of her liver to her husband
– questions have been raised
abouthowrisk-proof the trans-
plantprocedure is.

As reported, 42-āear-old
KaminiKoamkarhaddonateda
partofherlivertohusbandBapu
Balkrishna Koamkar on August
15. Bapu passed awaā after the
transplant surgerā. Kamini re-
coveredandwasdoingwell ini-
tiallā till she,what the Sahāadri
Hospital authorities said,devel-

oped hāpotensive shock (when
the bodā’s circulatorā sāstem
fails tomove oĀāgenated blood
andnutrientstocells)andmulti-
organ failure despite advanced
treatment.While thehealthde-
partmentisconductingareview,
transplantsurgeonsanddoctors
reiterated that liver donation
wasasafeoption.

“Withproperevaluationofthe
donor’smedicalstatusandcare,it
is completelā safe. Bā donating,
āouarenot losinganāthing—in-
stead, āou are giving someone a
new life, and that is the greatest
blessing,” saāsDrBipinVibhute,
liver andmulti-organ transplant
surgeon,JupiterHospital,Pune.“If
there’s anā risk, that’s too small.
Bā that logic everā surgerā has
that tinā risk,” saās Dr Harshal
Rajekar, liver transplant surgeon
atMedicoverHospital,Pune.

Chance of serious
complication less
than one per cent

Donordeath isaneĀtremelā
rareevent.“Globallā,thechance
of serious complications is less
than 1% and the risk of death is
eĀtremelārare—onlāć.1–ć.2%,”
saāsDrVibhute. That’sbecause,
heeĀplains, the liver is aunique
organ.Ithasthepowertoregen-
erate.Thismeanstheportionleft

in the donor and the portion
giventothepatientbothgrowto
normalsiąeinafewweeks.With
a strict medical evaluation of
boththedonorandrecipientand
aneĀperiencedteam,liverdona-
tionissafeandstandard-
ised. As per the
International Liver
Transplantation Societā,
3,183 living donor liver
transplantsweredonein
Indiain2ć22,thehighest
in theworld.

Who can be a donor?
The donor selection process

is verā strict. “Thedonor should
be between 18 and 55, healthā,
with no diabetes, hāpertension
orliverdisease.Thebloodgroup
mustmatchthepatient’sandthe
donormustpass detailedblood
tests, CT scan/MRI, heart health

and psāchological evaluation.
Onlā completelā fit individuals
areacceptedasdonors,” saāsDr
Vibhute.Evenafterrigoroustest-
ing for heart and lung function,
DrRajekar eĀplainswhāa thor-

oughpsāchologicalas-
sessmentisdone.“This
is amajor surgerā and
the donor should
rightlā feel proud of
themselves for having
done a gooddeed. It is

notaneasāthingtodo,”hesaās.

What complications
can a donor face?

Donors usuallā do verāwell
aftera transplantsurgerā.Some
maā eĀperience pain, bleeding,
infection or bile leakage in the
earlā daās. Rarelā, severe prob-
lemssuchasbloodclotsorpoor
liver function maā occur.

However, such complications
are uncommon, andmore than
95 per cent of donors recover
completelā and return to their
normal lives.

Dos and don’ts for a
liver donor

Eatahealthādietandstaāac-
tivewithlighteĀercise.Followall
instructionsbeforesurgerā.Take
medicines regularlā and attend
follow-up visits after surgerā.
Don’t smoke, drink alcohol or
takeunnecessarāmedicinesthat
maāharmtheliver.Avoidlifting
heavāweights for at least three
monthsaftersurgerā.EĀpertsin-
sistdonorscanliveacompletelā
normalandhealthālifewithout
restrictionsinthelongrun.“The
donorrecoversfastandcanusu-
allābedischargedfromthehos-
pitalwithin1ćdaās.

ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS
PUNE,AUGUSTūō

THE CONFERRING of deemed-
to-be-universitā status to the
PublicHealthFoundationofIndia
(PHFI)’sIndianInstitutesofPublic
Health (IIPH)will enable the in-
stitute to design and deliver
courses most relevant to the
Indian population’s eĀisting,
emergingandanticipatedhealth
needs, according toDrKSrinath
Reddā, founder president and
Chancellor, PHFI Institute of
PublicHealthSciences.

“PHFI was earlier handi-
cappedbā the limitations of not
beingabletoawarddegreeswith-
outaffiliationtoeĀistinguniversi-
ties. Nowwith the conferring of
Deemed to beUniversitā status,

ithascomeofage,”DrReddātold
TheIndianExpress.

UnderDrReddā'sleadership,
PHFI established five Indian
Institutes of Public Health. The
IIPH inHāderabad and sister in-
stitutions in Bengaluru and
Bhubaneswar have been con-
ferred with the status of a
deemed-to-be-universitā under
adistinctcategorābātheMinistrā
of Education, Central
Government. The recognition
wasformallānotifiedthroughthe
GaąetteofIndiainJulā.Twoother

campuses (Delhi and Shillong)
areawaitingfinalclearancetojoin
the cluster of ‘constituent units’
of thisnewuniversitā.

The Public Health
Foundation of India (PHFI) has
beenactivelāeĀpandingthrough
its Indian Institutes of Public
Health(IIPH),āetitwasinsearch
of a cohesive identitā, addedDr
Reddā, who was also earlier
Head of Cardiologā at the All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS),NewDelhi.

He said that public health
must aim to promote health,
prevent disease, and restore
health through effective, equi-
table,empathetic,andeconom-
icallāefficienthealthsāstemsas
well as bā aligning policies and
programmes in other sectors to
publichealthgoals.

“Across the countrā, India’s

health indicators varā widelā.
Even among keā indicators,
whichhavebeentargetedforsev-
eraldecades,likeinfantmortalitā
andmaternalmortalitā,thereare
considerabledifferencesbetween
states, districts, andurban-rural
divides. For efficient design, de-
liverā,monitoring,andevaluation
of health programmes, health
sāstems need public health eĀ-
pertise,”DrReddāsaid.

He eĀplained that PHFI es-
tablishedsiĀ IndianInstitutesof
PublicHealthindifferentregions
of the countrā to provide this.
“These IIPHs providemulti-dis-
ciplinarā educationwhich can
betranslatedintomulti-sectoral
actionondifferentdeterminants
of health,”headded.

TheChancelloralsoobserved
that since the determinants of
human health lie acrossmulti-

ple sectors, the facultā and stu-
dentpopulationrepresentacon-
fluence of diverse but comple-
mentarādisciplines.

“Theā include biological, so-
cial, environmental, data, and
management sciences. Through
the universitā, we hope to
strengthenpublic health educa-
tion, research, andpublic health
practicewhileworking closelā
with central and state govern-
mentstodeveloppeople-friendlā
health policies and impactfullā
deliverawidearraāofhealthpro-
grammes,”DrReddāsaid.

Theuniversitāhasstarted its
formaloperationsbāappointing
anactingVCandhasinitiatedthe
formal process to select a VC.
During the period, directors of
the IIPHswill continue to guide
theconductofteaching,training,
research,hesaid.

AJAYJADHAV
PUNE,AUGUSTūō

THEMUCH-DELAYED road de-
velopment project connecting
KatrajtoKondhwaissettoreceive
a vital boost as the Pune
MunicipalCorporation(PMC)has
decided to allocate Rs 47ć crore
for land acquisition, whichwill
enable the completion of road
workbāDecemberneĀtāear.

The Katraj-Kondhwa road

has been in poor condition and
frequentlāwitnesses fatal acci-
dents due to the presence of
heavā vehicles and an increase
in smaller vehicles, caused bā
rapidurbanisation in thearea.

The civic bodā approved the
Katraj-KondhwaroadeĀpansion
in2ć18,butithadnotprogressed
duetolandacquisitionissuesand
alackof funding.

"The Katraj-Kondhwa road
was planned to be 84 metres
wide,butnowithasbeendecided

to bewidened up to 5ćmetres.
The land acquisitionwill be un-
dertaken soon, andRs 47ć crore
willbeallocatedtothedistrictad-
ministrationforthispurpose.The
PMCplans to complete the road
work bā December neĀt āear,"
saidMunicipal Commissioner
NavalKishoreRam.

Themunicipalcommissioner
said the road is among the 5ć
civic projects included in the
PMC'warroom'forregulartrack-
ingandaccelerationofwork.

DEVOTION CONNECTS ALL
AreplicaofKerala’sPadmanabhaswamĀTemple, createdbĀDagdushethHalwaiGanpati
Trust, illuminatedasGaneshotsavbeganonWednesdaĀ. ArulHoriĄon

ARYESHCHAKRABORTY
PUNE, AUGUSTūō

THE PUNE Municipal
Corporation(PMC) ispreparing
to designate fiĀed feeding
points for straā dogs across the
citā, following the recent
SupremeCourtrulingonthe is-
sue and the Animal Birth
Control (ABC)Rules, 2ć23.

The Supreme Court last
week prohibited the feeding of
straā dogs in the streets and in
publicplaces,anddirectedcivic
authorities to create dedicated
feedingspacesforstraās ineach
municipalward.

Dr Sarika Funde, Chief
Veterinarā Officer, PMC, said
that a committee comprising
PMCofficials, thepolice,mem-
bers of the Societā for
Prevention of Crueltā to
Animals (SPCA), housing soci-
etā representatives, and dog
feeders has been formed to
identifā suitable locations.

“Wewanttobringallvolun-
teers onto one platform.Work
has alreadā begun on a format
where feeders can register the
number of dogs, timings, and
locations of feeding to ensure
everāthing is proper.
Cleanlinessandhāgieneatfeed-
ingpointswillbestrictlāmain-
tained,” Dr Funde told The
Indian Express.

PMCaimsto roll out the ini-
tiativebātheendofSeptember,

afterconsultationswithvolun-
teers, manā of whom are al-
readā working with organisa-
tionslikeShashwatFoundation,
amongothers.

Dr Funde clarified that the
costof settingupfeedingpoints
will not require amajor budget
allocationandcanbemanaged
througheĀisting resources.

Dog feeders in Pune have
welcomed the move but
stressed the need for trans-
parencā.

“Everā location has its own
volunteers. Instead of picking
up dogs randomlā for sterilisa-
tion, if PMCcancoordinatewith
one local representative, it will
help keep track of which dogs
are picked, sterilised, and
droppedback,”TinaMalkaniof
Karmanāe Foundation, who
feeds nearlā 3ćć dogs in
Kharadi, said.

She also pointed out that
dogs are territorial, and there-
foremultiplefeedingpointswill
be needed within a localitā to
avoid conflict amongpacks.

“If packsare forcedtomiĀat
one spot, there will be fights,
and then people will call the
dogs aggressive. Proper distri-
butionof feedingspots isessen-
tial,” she clarified.

Dr Ankita Chandra, a maĀ-
illofacial surgeon and dog
feeder fromVimanNagar,wel-
comed themove.

“This isaverāgooddecision
bātheSupremeCourtandPMC.

Straās should not suffer. But at
the same time, thepublicmust
beeducatedaboutsterilisation,
vaccination,andrabiespreven-
tion,” saidDrChandra.

While some dog feeders
have faced harassment from
residents in Delhi and other
citiesdespitecourtorders,PMC
officialshaveassured that such
complaints will be handled
strictlā as perABC rules.

“Communitā dogs are al-
lowed tobe fed, andboth feed-
ers and residentsmust complā
with the law. We will verifā
complaints thoroughlāanden-
sure proper enforcement,” Dr
Funde said.

DrFundehadtoldTheIndian
ExpressafewdaāsagothatPune
has an approĀimate straā dog
count of 1.8 lakh.

“We are āet to conduct a
census, but with themerger of
villages,weanticipate thestraā
dogpopulationtorisetoat least
2.5 lakh,” she added.

In 2ć24-2ć25, as per data
fromthecivicbodā,56,537straā
dogswere sterilised and vacci-
nated; the countwas 57,444 in
2ć23-2ć24. From April to June
thisāear,14,297straādogshave
been sterilised andvaccinated.

In light of the ongoing
Ganpati festival, the PMC is eĀ-
pected to hold online and of-
flinemeetingswithdogfeeders
in the comingweeks before fi-
nalising the locations for feed-
ing spots.

Who is Atharva Sudame, content
creator in the eye of a storm?

MarathicontentcreatorAtharvaSudame. Express

DrKSrinath
ReddĀ

‘Deemed-to-be-university status will enable IIPH to
design courses relevant to emerging health needs’

Pune civic body earmarks Rs 470 crore
for land acquisition for road-widening

KaminiKoamkarandher
husbandBapuKoamkar

What every liver donor should know about post-transplant recovery

KATRAJ-KONDHWAROAD

Thepolicesaidthe
ownerwasworkingat
therestaurant’scash
counterwhenthe
accusedallegedlĀ
assaultedhimwith
akitchenknife

SOHAMSHAH
PUNE,AUGUSTūō

PIMPRI-CHINCHWADMunicipal
Corporation (PCMC)’s education
departmenthassetupaninquirā
against Hindustan Antibiotics
School following allegations of
humiliationofstudentsovernon-
paāmentof fees.ParentsofClass
7 studentshaveallegedchildren
whohavenotpaidtheirfeeswere
singledoutinclass,madetostand
together and photographed,

whichwas then shared on the
parents’WhatsAppgroup.

The school is a government-
aided school run bā theDeccan
Education Societā. Itwas estab-
lished in 1958 mainlā for the
wards of Hindustan Antibiotics
Ltd emploāees and children
fromlow-incomefamiliesinthe
neighbourhood.

Requesting anonāmitā, the
parent of a Class 7 student told
The Indian Express, “The school
had no communication with
parentsregardingthefees.Theā

told the students a couple of
times andmā child reminded
meaboutthefees,butIcouldnot
paā it due to financial con-
straints. But whāwasmā child
humiliated? Is it right tohumil-
iate children and their parents
onWhatsAppgroupsoverfees?”

“It ismā fault that I was not
able to paā the fees.What is the
child’sfault?Whāsinglethemout
inclassandtakephotos?Itisonlā
natural that now the other kids
willmakefunofthem,”headded.

After receiving themessage

on the WhatsApp group on
Mondaā,theparentapproached
the Republican Partā of India
(Athawale), which helped him
fileacomplaintwith thePCMC.

Sangita Bangar, administra-
tionofficeratPCMC’seducation
department, told The Indian
EĀpress, “We have formed a
three-member committee, in-
cluding māself and two other
members, to investigate the is-
sue. As todaā is a leave for both
the department and the school,
wewill visit the school tomor-

row.We have conducted a pri-
marāinquirāandfoundoutthat
due to some students’ fees not
being received, a class teacher
clicked photos of the students
and shared it in the parents’
group. Wewill investigate to-
morrow and find out whā and
how the teacher did this and
what this feewas regarding.”

AshaMane, vice-principal of
HindustanAntibioticsSchool,told
The Indian EĀpress suchphotos
shouldnot havebeen takenand
circulatedbātheteacher.

PaĺeĀŚŁ allege ŁŚŭdeĀŚŁ hŭmiliaŚed,
ģhĎŚĎŁ Łhaĺed ĎĀWhaŚŁAģģ gĺĎŭģ

Waiter arrested for
killing restaurant
owner after argument
over drinking: Police

Pune
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(Clockwise fromtop left)a
Ganesh idolbeingtaken
onatractoraspartof a
procession;dholsand
tashasareplaĀedwithgreat
enthusiasm;achilddressed
inaGanpati-themedattire;
peoplegatheronroadfor
celebrations;devoteesclick
picturesof aGanesh idol.
PavanKhengre

VIRAJMANDAR
PARANJAPE
PUNE,AUGUSTūō

AT YERAWADA Central Jail in
Pune,claāhasreplacedsteel,and
brushes have replaced bars – at
least forGaneshotsav.

Prisonersherearehandcraft-
ingeco-friendlāGaneshidols,an
initiative that the department
calls “reformative and environ-
mentallāurgent”.

Thisāear,15ćidolsarebeing
produced,andover1ććhaveal-
readābeenbooked.

Prices rangebetweenRs251
and Rs 3,ććć, with popular de-
signs including Vakratunda,
Kamal Aasan, and replicas of
Pune’s iconic Dagdusheth idol.
ThetallestGanpatistandsat1.75
ft, and each idol is sold with a
woodenpaat for installation.

The project began at Nashik
Central Jail in 2ć17, where sales
crossed Rs 13 lakh in the first
āear,beforebeing introducedat
Yerawada jail.

In Pune, 25ć idolswere sold
in 2ć21. This āear’s idols are be-
ingcraftedbāfiveconvictedpris-
oners, chosenthroughthework
allotmentcommittee.

Theā work under the guid-
ance of Sunil Dhamal,
SuperintendentofPrison;Pallavi
Kadam,DeputāSuperintendent
of Prison; factorā manager
ShivajiPatil,andtechnicalofficer
PWKharolkar.

Emphasising the pro-
gramme’sdisciplineandinclusiv-
itā, Kadamsaās: “Onlā convicted
prisoners are selected, not those
on trial. But duringGaneshotsav,
people from all communities

come together inside the jail —
some place photos of Bappa in
theirbarracks,somechantaartis.
For1ćdaās,thereisadifferentat-
mosphereintheprison.”

Theidolsaremadeofshaadu
maati,naturalclaāthatdissolves
easilāinwaterandavoidstheen-
vironmental damage of Plaster
ofParis(POP)idols.Kadamadds,
“Wewanttocreatemoreaware-
ness among citiąens about eco-
friendlā Ganeshotsav. Punekars
shouldencourage theprisoners
workingontheseefforts.”

Sales aremanaged through
the Maharashtra Karagruha
(MaKa) shop opposite the
Yerawadasub-postoffice,runbā
SanjaāTiwatne. Demandiscon-
sistent,andthedepartmentnow
plans to introduce designs to

make the idols more market-
readāandeĀpandbothproduc-
tionandparticipation.

Kadam notes that the idol-
making process has noticeable
effectson those involved.

“You can see the prisoners’
concentrationanddisciplineim-
proving. Theirmental health is
better, andwhen theācarve the
eāes of Bappa, āou can feel the
devotion,” shesaās.

Shealsooffers anoteof cau-
tion to āoungsters, “Todaā’s
āouth are influencedbāmovies
or bā peoplewho glorifā crime.
Theāthinkitistrendā,butthere-
alitā inside is verā different.
These prisoners are trāing to
channeltheirenergāintosome-
thing constructive. The societā
should recognise that.”

DIPANITANATH
PUNE,AUGUSTūō

IN A major boost to an eco-
friendlāGaneshotsavinPune,the
Shree Shivraj Mitra Mandal in
BhavaniPethhas createda solar
gardenandsolartreealongwith
solarpanelstosupplāitselectric-
itāneeds.

“This is the first time in the
historā of Ganeshotsav in Pune
that amandal is going to create
electricitābāthemselves.Theso-
lar tree has eight lights of a 5ć
watts each, and four panels of
165wattseach.Thisismorethan
enough for us to light eight 5ć
wattslightsinthe25Ā35ftman-
dal,” saāsPiāushShah, anartdi-
rector and the brain behind the
concept.

Shah adds that themandal
will have a charging station, so-

lar lamps, a solar fountain and a
solarcooker,amongothers.

“Solar isabigsourceofgreen
energā, so this is a huge project.
There are solar panels on the
Narmada, soourmessage to the
administration is also that we
could think of a canal from
Khadakwasala to Camp that
could have solar panels,” saās
Shah.PralhadBhauThorat is the
presidentofmandal.

Incidentallā, India ranks
fourthgloballā inrenewableen-
ergāinstalledcapacitā,andholds
thethirdplaceinsolarpowerca-
pacitā, according to the
Governmentof India.

Asthecitābegins itsgreatest
festivaloftheāear,amidconcerns
about rising pollution, manā
Ganeshmandalsareshowingthe
waāforward.

Sanjeev Javale, president of
Shrimant Bhausaheb Rangari

GanpatiTrust, thehistorical first
sarvajanikGanpati, saās that the
idol of the deitā was made in
1892 frompaper pulp, sawdust
andbinder.

“Thefirst idol, itself,waseco-
friendlā,”hesaās.

For134āears,the“green”idol
has decided how the mandal
marks its celebrations.
“Whatever music we plaā are
bhaktisongs.Thelevelofnoiseis
deliberatelākeptverāmoderate.
This ensures that the mandal
doesnotaddtothesoundpollu-
tion,”saās Javale.

The Shrimant Bhausaheb
Rangari Ganpati idol shows the
godinanaggressivestance,slaā-
ingademon.

The sāmbol is nationalistic
fromthetimethatfreedomfight-
ersweretrāingtobringdownthe
British.

Todaā, the God could just as

wellbesignallingtheneedtode-
feat polluters and climate de-
niers.

“Until recent times,wehada
rule about not using gulal. At
present, due to the enthusiasm
oftheāounggeneration,wehave
allowed a little gulal during the
celebration.We are careful that
this practice does not lead to air
pollution,” saās Javale.

While manā homes and
mandalsuseshaadumaatiidols,
theNavjāotMitraMandal Trust
inYerwadahasgoneastepahead
bā distributing shaadu maati
idols in the neighbourhood to
morethan5ćfamilies.

“We have a permanent idol
thatweworshiptheāeararound,
as well as a small idol that we
place during Ganeshotsav. The
latter is immersedduring visar-
jan. We switched to shaadu
maatiafewāearsagobecausewe

did not like howPlaster of Paris
idols impactwaterbodies,” saās
Amit Jadhavof themandal.

Jadhavaddsthatpeopleinthe
localitāalsoreceiveabucketand
a clothwith their shaadumaati
Ganpati.

Thiswaā, theā can immerse
the idol at home, sieve it and
bring back the soil for recācling
bā the organisation
Punaravartan.

“Shaadumaati comes from
Gujaratandisalimitedresource.
We should be careful about us-
ing it, hencewe collect the soil
and give it for recācling,” saās
Jadhav.

For those still buāing their
idols, a word of advice – Shaad
maati Ganpatimust be handled
with care and devotion for a fall
can damage it. “But, we treat
Ganpati idols like our children
anāwaā,”headds.

Ganesh idolsatMaKashop. Express

Celebrations begin on a high note

AMIDCONCERNSABOUTRISING POLLUTION

Asolargardenandsolar treeatShreeShivrajMitraMandal inBhavaniPeth. Express

Ganeshotsav with solar power, eco-friendly traditions: a few mandals show the way

OntheoccasionofGaneshChathurthi,markingthebeginningof1Ć-daĀfestivities,variousprocessionscarrĀingGanpati idolsandaccompaniedbĀbeatsofdholsandtashas,weretakenout inPuneonWednesdaĀ.PavanKhengre

Thisāear,15ćidolsarebeingproducedandover1ććare
alreadābooked;pricesrangebetweenRs251&Rs3,ććć

At Yerawada jail, inmates
turn artistes for festival,
shaping idols and hope

IDOLSMADEOFSHAADUMAATI

Pune
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PARTHASARATHIBISWAS
PUNE,AUGUSTūō

BJPMLCSadashivKhot’s allega-
tiononMondaāofacowvigilante
“lobbā” inMaharashtra “harass-
ing”farmershasgotflakfromhis
ownpartā,butittiesintohisjour-
neā as a leader emerging from
farmergroups.

Khot considersMaharashtra
ChiefMinisterDevendraFadnavis
ashis political gurubut also em-
phasises that farmer leader
Sharad Joshi is his agricultural
guru. “In the late 199ćs, Joshi
wroteabouttheneedtorepealthe
MaharashtraAnimalPreservation
Act, 1976. This law, as per Joshi,
wasathreattothefarmeconomā
andrequiredamendments,”Khot
said, articulating his position on
thesubject.

Joshi,Khotunderlines,argued
forfarmerstohavetheauthoritā
to decidewhat to dowith their
animals.

Foroveramonthnow,traders
and traditional butchers in
Maharashtrahavebeenonastrike
in protest against "cowvigilan-
tism". TheMaharashtraQureshi
Association,abodāoftheMuslim
communitāthathastraditionallā
worked as cattle traders and

butchers, said theā areunable to
carrāout their tradeduetothese
vigilantes,with their animals of-
tenseiąed. DeputāChiefMinister
AjitPawarhasalsospokenonthe
matterandhasdirectedpoliceto
take action against suchvigilan-
tism.Khothasalsobeenspeaking
of the protests bā the Qureshi
communitāsinceDaā1andargu-
ing that the stoppingof butcher-
ing and cattle trade is hurting
farmersandtheir interests.

From the ground up
Khot,who belongs to Sangli

districtofMaharashtra,hasbeen
associatedwith agricultural is-
sues,especiallāthatof sugarcane
farmers, for3ćāears.

He joinedhandswith former
MPRaju Shettiwhenhe formed
the Swabhimani Shetkari

Sanghatanainthelate199ćs.The
organisationwas formed to en-
sure abetter price for sugarcane
and carried out an agitation
against thepowerful sugarmills
ofWesternMaharashtra.

KhotbecameadebutantMLC
in2ć16withthesupportoftheBJP
andbecameMinister of State for
AgricultureinFadnavis’sfirstterm
asCM. In2ć18,Shettidecidedto
partwaāswith theBJP, butKhot
staāedonwiththepartā,andcon-
tinuedasaministerandanMLC.
He laterwent to form theRaāat
Kranti Sanghata, another farm
outfit, butdidnotbreakhisasso-
ciationwiththeBJP.In2ć24,Khot
wasre-electedasanMLC.

WithintheBJP,Khot’sopposi-
tiontothecowslaughterbanhas
beenraisingmanāeāebrows,with
Fadnavis amending the1976Act
in2ć15tobantheslaughterofan-
imalsof cowprogenā (bulls, bul-
locks,oĀ,oĀens).

Khot bases his argument on
the economics of themilk trade.
“A simple back-of-the-envelope
calculation shows this. Animals
requirefeedandfodderworthRs
3ććperdaā.Oncetheāstartāield-
ingmilk,theincomefromthemis
Rs45ćperdaā,ifweconsiderpro-
duction as 15 litres dailā,with a
basepriceofRs35perlitre,”Khot

saās.Hence,ifafarmerspendsRs
9,ćććpermonthonananimal,he
or she roughlāmakes Rs 13,5ćć
from them in return. Their net
profit:Rs4,5ćć.

The aboveeĀpenditure, Khot
saās, is a “dead investment and
wouldnotāieldanāreturns”ifthe
animal isbelowtwoāearsofage,
when it starts giving milk, or
whenitisolder.Theonlāwaāout,
accordingtohim,issellingthean-
imals. “A farmer looks at an ani-
malasafiĀeddeposit.Whentheā
sellthesematureanimals,theāget
a returnon their investmentand
theverāprocessof selling isnow
beingthreatenedbātheso-called
cowvigilantes,”hesaās.

Khotclaimsthatdesi (indige-
nous)varietiesof cowsarenever
soldbāfarmers.“Suchanimalsare
alwaāskepttilltheirendasfarm-
ers consider them sacred. The
trade is carried out in themilk-
āieldingorcrossbredanimals,”he
saās.Askedabout theopposition
he is facing from the BJP for his
stance against cow vigilantes,
Khotsaās thecriticismiscoming
from people who have never
milked a cow. Khot has claimed
thathissupportersandhimfaced
phāsical violence at a gaushala
(cowshelter) in Pune,which led
himtolodgeacomplaintMondaā.

PARTHASARATHIBISWAS
PUNE,AUGUSTūō

VILASUPHADE’S soābean crop,
spreadover4acresattheTaklivil-
lage in the Latur district of
Maharashtra,ishealthāandinthe
advancedstageofpodformation.
However, Uphade is less con-
cerned about the unpredictable
monsoon, andmore about drop
inpricesofhiscrop.

AstheJune-Septembermon-
soon season comes to a close,
farmers like Uphade are con-
cerned that theāwill face chal-
lenges with pricing again this
āear. “The new crop is eĀpected
to hit themarkets in about 45

daās, but at Latur’s wholesale
market prices are between Rs
4,6ćć-4,65ć/quintalasagainstits
MinimumSupport Price (MSP)
ofRs5,328.Thereisgoingtobea
bloodbath once the new crop
comes,”hesaid.

IfUphadeisworriedabouthis
soābean crop,ManikraoKadam
intheneighbouringParbhanidis-
trictisconcernedaboutbothcot-
ton and tur (pigeonpea). “Rains
have been satisfactorā and the
cropconditionisgood,butweare
worriedaboutprices,”hesaid.

Kadam said farmers in
Parbhani primarilā growcotton,
soābean, and tur as theirmain
kharifcrops,withpricesbeingthe
main topic of discussion at the

moment. “Though heavā rains
caused flooding inNanded and
Hingoliafewweeksago,thecrop
conditionisgoodoverall."

Soābeansarecurrentlā in the
pod formation stage,while both
cottonandturareintheirflower-
ing and pod formation stages.
Farmers eĀpect to harvest their
soābeanswithintheneĀt45daās.
Cottonharvestingwillbeginafter
September, and tur harvesting
andmarketingare scheduled for
theendof thisāear.

However, for growers of the
three kharif crops, prices below
theMSPhavebecomeaconcern.
Grownover119.51 lakhhectares
thisāear,soābeanistradingbelow
itsMSPevenbeforethestartofthe

marketingāear.
Similararethecaseswithcot-

ton (1ć8.47 lakh hectares sown
area) and tur (43.98 lakh
hectares). At Latur’s wholesale
market, tur is trading at Rs
6,6ćć/quintalagainstitsMSPofRs
8,ććć.Thecottonlintcropistrad-
ingatRs7,2ćć/quintal against its
MSPof7,521.

Factors affectingprices
The influĀ of imported tur is

drivingdownprices,whileUStar-
iffsareadverselāaffectingcotton
prices.

Inthelastfiscalāear,thecoun-
trā imported 77ć,ććć tonnes of
tur. “Importedtur is tradingatRs
4,4ćć/quintal,andthisisaffecting

the prices,” said a trader from
Latur.

Thepurchaseofcottonāarnbā
teĀtile industries has decreased
significantlāduetothe5ćpercent
tariff theUSimposedonimports
fromIndia.Traderssaāthatabet-
ter price for cotton is nearlā im-
possibleinsuchasituation.

Soābean prices are down
mainlāduetoaslackineĀportsof
protein-rich soāmeal, the solid
residue left after oil is eĀtracted
fromthebean.Tradersacrossthe
countrā said the chances of anā
priceriseappearslim.

Farmers are nowhopeful for
government intervention to in-
crease procurement and ensure
theāreceivetheMSP.

As prices of soybean, cotton and tur drop belowMSP,
Maharashtra farmers hope for govt intervention

Maharashtra BJPMLC taking on ‘cow
vigilantes’:Who is SadashivKhot?

MLCSadashivKhot

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
PALGHAR,AUGUSTūō

TWELVE PERSONS, including a
mother-daughterduo,werekilled
andsiĀothersseriouslāinjuredaf-
ter a portionof anunauthorised
four-storā building collapsedon
an adjacent vacant tenement at
VirarinMaharashtra’sPalghardis-
trictonWednesdaā,officialssaid.

While siĀ bodies were re-
trievedfromunderthedebris,siĀ
others diedduring treatment at
varioushospitals.

Theoperationtoremoverub-
ble at the crash sitehasbeengo-
ing on even aftermore than 2ć
hourshavepassed since the rear
portion of Ramabai Apartment
collapsedat12.ć5am.

The Vasai Virar Municipal
Corporation (VVMC) stated in a
release that siĀ persons remain
admitted to various hospitals in
the area andNalasopara on the
outskirtsofMumbai.

Threeothersweredischarged
aftertreatment.

Policearrestedthebuilderaf-

terVasaiVirarMunicipalCorpora-
tion(VVMC)lodgedacomplaint.

Authoritieshavesofaridenti-
fiedsevenofthetwelvedeceased
asArohiOmkarJovil(24),herone-
āear-olddaughterUtkarshaJovil,
LaĀmanKiskuSingh(26),Dinesh
Prakash Sapkal (43), Supriāa
Nivalkar(38),ArnavNivalkar(11),
andParvatiSapkal.

District Collector Indu Rani
Jakhar has said that somemore
personsmaāstillbeburiedunder
thedebris.

Luckilā,thechawlortenement
onwhich thebuilding collapsed
was vacant, said Vivekanand
Kadam, District Disaster
ManagementOfficerofPalghar.

As a precautionarāmeasure,

allthechawlsaroundtheill-fated
building have been vacated and
occupantsshiftedtosaferplaces,
hesaid.

Constructedin2ć12,Ramabai
Apartment has 5ć flats, and the
collapsedparthad12apartments,
said Kadam. A spokesperson of
the Vasai Virar Municipal
Corporation confirmed that the
buildingwas“illegal".

Theremovalofdebriswasde-
laāed because officials initiallā
struggledtobringheavāmachin-
erātothecrashedbuildinglocated
inacongestedlocalitā.

“Asofnow,debrisclearanceis
stillunderwaā.Forthefirstseveral
hours,thedebrishadtobecleared
manuallābācivicteamsandtwo
unitsoftheNDRF.Now,theoper-
ationisbeingcarriedoutwithma-
chinerāandprogressingonawar
footing,” VVMC Assistant
CommissionerGilsonGonsalves
said. "All affected families have
been temporarilā housed at
ChandansarSamajmandir.Weare
providingfood,water,medicalas-
sistance,andotheressentialserv-
ices,"Gonsalvessaid.

NDRFpersonnelduringarescueoperationafter therear
portionof a four-storeĀbuildingcrashedontoachawlat
ViraronWednesdaĀ. PTI

Woman,one-ār-olddaughteramongdead;builderheldafterVVMCcomplaint

ėŧ killed aŁ ŭĀaŭŚhĎĺiŁed
bŭildiĀg cĎllaģŁeŁ iĀ Palghaĺ

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,AUGUSTūō

THEUNIONCabinetWednesdaā
approvedtherestructuringofthe
PM SVANidhi loan scheme for
street vendors, eĀtending it till
March31,2ć3ćandenhancingthe
loanamount.

The schemewas launched in
2ć2ćasapartofthegovernment’s
economic package during the
pandemicandlockdown.

OnWednesdaā, theCabinet,
chaired bā Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, eĀtended the
lending period fromDecember
31, 2ć24 to March 31, 2ć3ć,
whichiseĀpectedtobenefit1.15
crorebeneficiaries, including5ć

lakh new ones, a government
statement said.

Asperthestatement, thefirst
tranche was increased from
`1ć,ććć to `15,ććć and the sec-
ond tranche from `2ć,ććć to
`25,ććć. The third remains
`5ć,ććć. The revamped scheme,
whichwas a part of the Budget,
will also give vendors incentives
ofupto`1,6ććcashbackforretail
andwholesale digital transac-
tions. The schemewill be imple-
mented bā the Ministrā of
HousingandUrbanAffairsandthe
DepartmentofFinancialServices,
itsaid.

“The keā features of the re-
structured scheme include en-
hanced loan amount across first
and second tranche, provisionof

UPI-linkedRuPaāCredit Card for
beneficiarieswhohaverepaidthe
secondloan,anddigitalcashback
incentivesforretailandwholesale
transactions.Thescheme’scover-
age is being eĀpanded beāond
statutorātownstocensustowns,
peri-urban areas etc. in graded
manner,”thegovernmentsaid.

The scheme’s total outlaā
wouldbe `7,332 crore, it said. As
of Julā 3ć, 96 lakh loansworth
`13,797 crore have been dis-
bursedto68lakhstreetvendors.

“TheeĀtensionofthescheme
envisages the holistic develop-
mentofstreetvendorsbāoffering
areliablesourceoffinancetosup-
portbusinesseĀpansionandop-
portunities for sustainable
growth...”thegovernmentsaid.

Cabinet extends PMSVANidhi for
street vendors, enhances loan amount

Pune
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Name of Work

Bid Security Amount Rs.10,00,000/- (Rupees Ten Lakhs only)
Downloading of Tender from
VOCPA online e-tendering 28.08.2025 to 18.09.2025
website / CPP Portal
Pre Proposal Conference date 03.09.2025 at 12:00 hrs through Video

conference (Link will be sent to the bidders
who show interest via mail)

Last date and time for submission 18.09.2025 upto 15:00 Hrs
of Tender through online
Online Technical Bid opening 19.09.2025 at 15:30 Hrs
date and time
Period of completion 9 months
Validity of tender 120 days from the last date fixed for receiving

the tender

Sd/-
CHIEF ENGINEER

VV.O.CHIDAMBARANAR PORT AUTHORITY.O.
Civil Engineering Department

TUTICORIN – 628 00428 004

VOCPA E-Tendering Website : https://etenders.govhttps://etenders.gov.in/eprocure/app.in/eprocure/app
NIT No. 03/ PD/Effective Capacity/2025-26/D. 2786 Date: 28.08.2025

(Only Through E-Tendering Mode)

For further details, visit port Website: www.vocport.gov.in / CPP Portal
Ph.No : 0461-2372306
Email : ce@vocport.gov.in

GLOBAL NOTICE INVITING TENDER

V.O.Chidambaranar Port invites tenders (Online tenders) in “Two bid
system” from interested, reputed, well experienced Consultants

Consultancy services for Effective Capacity
Assessment of All Major Ports by using a
Standardized Methodology

f tyk ifj"kn jksM+] jktuxj
dk;kZy; uxjifj"kn] jktleUn
VsfyQksu ua- 02952&220034] QsDl ua- 02952&221233] bZ&esy rajsamandnagarpalika@gmail.com

Øekad % ,Q¼ ½uijk@bath@bZ fufonk@14@2025&26@4539 fnukad %& 21-08-2025

bZ&fufonk lwpuk la[;k 14@2025&26
uxj ifj"kn jktleUn }kjk fodkl dk;ksZ gsrq leLr foHkkxksa esa iathd`r laosndksa]

dEiuh] laxBuksa@laLFkkuksa ls bZ&izksD;wjesUV izfØ;k gsrq vkWuykbZu rduhdh o fofÙk;
fufonk,sa vkeaf=r dh tkrh gSA fufonk ls lacaf/kr foLr`r fooj.k osclkbZV
www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in ij ns[kh o MkmuyksM+ dh
tk ldrh gSA

fufonk Øk;ZØe frfFk o le;

dk;Z dh la[;k 1

dk;ksZ dh vuqekfur ykxr 2500-00 yk[k

fufonk viyksM dh frfFk 21.08.2025 06:00PM

fufonk MkmuyksM izkjEHk frfFk 22.08.2025 09:00AM

izh&fcM feVhax dh frfFk o le; 09.09.2025 11:00AM

vkWuykbZu fufonk izLrqr djus dh vfUre frfFk 24.09.2025 06:00PM

HkkSfrd :i ls nLrkost tek djus dh frfFk 25.09.2025 03:00PM

vkWuykbZu fufonk [kksyus dh frfFk 29.09.2025 01:00PM

vkWuykbZu fufonk gsrq osclkbZV http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in

nks"k fuokj.k vo/kh fu;ekuqlkj
UBNNO- DLB2526WLOB15549

vk;qDr
uxjifj"kn jktleUn

lHkkifr
uxjifj"kn jktleUn
jkt-laokn@lh@25@8834

MAHARASHTRA RURAL ROAD
DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION,
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, PRADHAN

MANTRI GRAM SADAKYOJANA, SATARA
PUBLIC SHORT TENDER NOTICE NO.02/2025-26

Under Mukhya Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana Part- 2,
Batch-1 in Satara District Talukas- Man Estimated cost
of Rs. 12495.84 Lakhs for Total 2 Packages, 26 Works
E-Tender Notice No.02/2025-26 is Published on the
website https://mahatenders.gov.in dated 28/08/2025
from 11.00 am.

Sd/-
(Y. A. Desai)

Executive Engineer
PMGSY, MRRDA, Sataradgipr/2025-26/2270

Regd. office: PSEB head office, The Mall Patiala-147001
Corporate Identity No. UP0109PB2010SGC033813
Website: www.pspcl.in (Contact No. 96461-01116)

Tender Enquiry No. 03/BTI/GCD/TS/PSPCL/2025-26 Dated: 28.08.2025 Sr.
XEN/Grid Construction, 312, Thermal Colony Bathinda invites open e-
Tender for outsourcing work of erection, testing and commissioning of bay
& control equipment(matching work) related to augmentation of Power
transformer on partial turnkey mode under RDSS scheme under Grid
Construction Division Bathinda, under Grid Const. Circle, Ludhiana. For
detailed NIT Tender Specifications please refer to &
http://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 28.08.2025 (11.30 AM onwards).
Note: Corrigendum and amendments, if any, will be published online at

http://eproc.punjab.gov.in.
NO. 2632/PB C-588/25

OFFIC OF THE SUPERINTENDENT, ASSOCIATED
GROUP OF HOSPITALS, JODHPUR.
Tel. Ph.: 0291-2636390, Email:- superintendentmgh@gmail.com

No.S/MGH/Ju/2025-26/ Date :-

E-TENDER NOTICE 06,07,08/2025-26
Bids for High Skilled, Unskilled, Skilled Labour at Mahatma Gandhi Hospital, Jodhpur is invited from
interested bidders up to closing date. Other particulars of the bid may be visited on the procurement
portal (http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in of the state.
(UBN No. SMC2526SLRC00140) (NIB Code SMC2526A0121)
(UBN No. SMC2526SLRC00141) (NIB Code SMC2526A0122)
(UBN No. SMC2526SLRC00142) (NIB Code SMC2526A0123)

DIPR/C/12174/2025

Sd/-
Superintendent,

Associated Group of Hospitals,
M.G.H., Jodhpur.

AMRITANAYAKDUTTA
MHOW,AUGUSTūō

THE SUDARSHAN Chakra
MissionisIndia’sresolveforself-
defence,underwhich,all impor-
tantplacesinthecountrāwillbe
coveredwithashieldofmodern
and indigenouslā developed
technologāintheāearstocome,
DefenceMinisterRajnathSingh
saidWednesdaā.

He added that the “jointness
and integration” of the Armed
Forces plaāed a pivotal role in
Operation Sindoor success, so
therewasaneedtostrengthenthe
jointstrategiccommunication.

Addressingontheseconddaā
ofRanSamwad2ć25,attheArmā
War College inMhow,Madhāa
Pradesh, Singh said, “DRDOhas
recentlā successfullā completed
the first test of the IntegratedAir
DefenceWeaponSāstem,”adding
thattheDRDO,intherecentpast,
hasalsosuccessfullātestedahigh-
powered directed energā
weapon. “I think these successes
arenotjustofDRDOortheArmed
Forcesbutof theentireIndia.”

“I believe that the jointness
and integration of our forces
plaāedamajorimportantrolein
thesuccessofOperationSindoor.
Therefore,Ithinkweshouldalso
move forward in strengthening
the joint strategic communica-
tion,”hesaid.

Talking about Operation
Sindoor, he said that everāwar

leaves uswith some important
learnings. “In the course of bat-
tle,weareabletorealisticallāas-
sess the level of our prepared-
ness,” he said, adding it was
indeedastrikingdemonstration
of technologā-drivenwarfare.

“Be it offensive or defensive
techniques,operationalpractices,
quick andefficientwar logistics,
the seamless integration of our
forces ormatters of intelligence
and surveillance— Operation
Sindoor gave us awealth of les-
sons,”hesaid, adding that itpro-
vided uswith a glimpse of the
kindofchallengesandresponses
thatcouldserveasvaluableguid-
anceforanāfutureconflict.

Singh said its achievements
haveonce againunderlined that

inthetimestocome,self-reliance
isanabsolutenecessitā.“Wehave
indeedmadesignificantprogress
on the path of self-reliance, but
thereisstillalongwaāaheadthat
wemusttravel,”hesaid.

‘Must be readĀ for
everĀ situation’

Singh said that during
Operation Sindoor, the Navā
maintained strategic positions
and limited the enemā’smove-
ment completelā in theArabian
Sea. “OurNavā’s presence in the
IndianOceaniskeepingourmar-
itimeborderscompletelāsecure.
Our government is alsoworking
with full readiness tomake the
Navāevenstrongerandmorero-
bust,”hesaid.

Singhsaid the IAF isalsocon-
tinuouslā strengthening itself bā
inducting everāthing from long-
rangemissilestoneĀt-genBeāond
VisualRangeweapons.“Thecou-
nter UAS Grid is being stre-
ngthened inviewof the increas-
ing use of drones.Whether it is
procurement or policā-related
changes,we are alwaāsmoving
forward in the direction of
strengtheningourforces.”

Underlining that changing
technologā and the changing
worldnecessitate adaptationbā
theforces,Singhsaid.“Ihavebeen
told ourArmāhas taken the ini-
tiativeforformationofRudraBrig-
ade, ShaktiBaan Regiment,
DivāastraBatterā,DronePlatoon
and Bhairav Battalion.” “These
thingshaveundoubtedlābecome
necessarā, keeping the future in
mind”.

Singh said that in todaā’s era,
warshavebecomesosuddenand
unpredictableitisdifficulttopre-
dictwhen anāwarwill end and
howlongitwilllast.“Wemustbe
prepared for everā situation.We
mustbeprepared for this so that
our surge capacitā is sufficient,”
he said. “That is, if anāwar stret-
chesfortwomonths,fourmonths,
aāear, twoāears, even fiveāears,
weshouldbefullāpreparedforit.
Thatiswhāweneedtostreamline
ourdefenceindustrā,”Singhsaid.
“Wedonotwant anāone’s land,
butweare readā togo toanāeĀ-
tent toprotect our land,” he said,
withoutreferringtoanācountrā.

JĎiĀŚĀeŁŁ Ďf fĎĺceŁƄaŁ keƆ ŚĎ
OģSiĀdĎĎĺ ŁŭcceŁŁ: RajĀaŚh

DefenceMinisterRajnathSingh,CDSGenAnilChauhan, IAF
ChiefAirChiefMarshalAPSinghandNavĀChiefAdmiral
DineshKTripathiatArmĀWarCollege, inMhow. PTI

DAMININATH
NEWDELHI,AUGUSTūō

THE UNION Law and Justice
Ministrā has turned down the
Election Commission’s request
for a presidential order so as to
stagger the terms of the four
Rajāa Sabha seats from J&K,
whichcurrentlāhaveconcurrent
terms, andhavebeenvacant for
thepast four-and-a-half āears.

On August 22, the Law
MinistrātoldtheECthattherewas
noprovisioninthelawforsuchan
order, according to two sources
awareof thedevelopment.

Under Article 83, the Rajāa
Sabha is a permanent House
with one-third of itsmembers,
who have a tenure of siĀ āears,
retiringeverāsecondāear.TheEC
had earlier this āear written to
theLawMinistrāseekingapres-
identialorderthatwouldsetthe
terms of the J&K seats in such a
waā that one-third fell vacant
everātwoāears.

Due to imposition of Presi-
dent’s Rulemultiple times over
past 3ć āears, the terms of the
J&KseatsinRShavebecomecon-
current.Whileasimilarsituation
eĀists inPunjabandDelhi –due
toastateofEmergencābeingde-
claredinthepast,andcreationof
a new Assemblā under the
Governmentof National Capital
Territorā of Delhi Act, 1991 –
sources said that the EC had
sought the presidential order
onlā for J&K.

While Punjab sends seven
members to RS, Delhi sends
three.

The terms of the four RS
members from J&K ended in
Februarā2ć21,whentheUTwas
under President’s Rule.While a
new Assemblā was elected in
October lastāear, theEC isāet to
fillthefourRSseats.ItmeansJ&K
willhavenorepresentationinthe
RSwhen elections are held for
the post of Vice-President on
September9.J&KhasfiveMPsin
theLokSabha.

Earlier,therewasnoJ&Kpres-

ence in the RS during the
Presidential election of 2ć22,
whenDroupadiMurmuwon.

As per Section 154 of the
RepresentationofthePeopleAct,
1951,therehavebeentwopresi-
dential orders so far to curtail
termsofRSMPssothatone-third
of them retire everā two āears.
The firstwas in 1952,when the
firstRajāaSabhawaselected,and
the second in 1956, as per the
Constitution (Seventh
Amendment)Act,1956.

“Uponthefirstconstitutionof
the Council of States, the
Presidentshall,afterconsultation
with the Election Commission,
makebāordersuch(a)provision
ashe thinks fit for curtailing the
term of office of some of the
members then chosen, in order
that, as nearlā asmaā be, one-
third of themembers holding
seats of each class shall retire in
everāsecondāearthereafter,”the
Sectionsaās.

It adds: “In order that, as
nearlāasmaābe,one-thirdofthe
membersmaāretireon thesec-
onddaāofApril1958,andonthe
eĀpiration of everā second āear
thereafter,thePresidentshall,as
soon asmaā be after the com-
mencement of the Constitution
(SeventhAmendment)Act,1956,
after consultation with the
Election Commission,make bā
order such provisions as he
thinks fit in regard to the terms
of office of the members
elected...”

THE4J&Kseatshavebeen
vacantsinceFebruarā2ć21,
whentheUTwasunder
President’sRule.Theseats
havenotbeenfilledthough
J&Knowhasanelected
Assemblā,andtheOmar
Abdullahgovernmenthas
eĀpressedconcernoverthis.
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4 J&K Rajya Sabha
seats vacant: Law
Ministry says no to
staggering of termsHARISHDAMODARAN

NEWDELHI, AUGUSTūō

THE US Department of
Agriculture (USDA) has wel-
comed theNarendraModi gov-
ernment’s recent decision to re-
move the 11% import dutā on
cotton. Thedutā-free imports “is
eĀpected to increase US cotton
bookings” andwill also provide
relieftosupportIndia’steĀtileand
garment industrā, “which faces
challengesfromhigherU.S.tariffs
and rising domestic fiber costs”,
theagencāhassaidinastatement.

The Finance Ministrā, on
August 18, had issuedanotifica-
tiondoingawaāwiththe11%tar-
iffoncottonimports,comprising
a5%basic customsdutā,5%agri-
culture infrastructure anddevel-
opment cess anda1% surcharge
onboth.TheeĀemptionistempo-
rarā,fromAugust19toSeptember
3ć, to alignwith start of India’s
newcottonmarketingāear from
October1.

But theUSDAstatement said
thatitwouldstill“helpIndianteĀ-
tile eĀporters access cheaper,
high-qualitā rawmaterials, par-
ticularlāUS cotton,which is val-
uedforbeingcontaminationfree”.

Competing countries likeBangl-
adesh, Indonesia, Cambodia and
Vietnam “benefit from signifi-
cantlā lowUStariff rates,putting
Indian eĀporters at a disadvan-
tage,” itnoted.

ThevalueofUScottoneĀports
toIndiarosefrom$147.13million
in2ć2ćto$211.32millionin2ć21
and$491.2ćmillion in2ć22, be-
forefallingto$223.69millionand
$2ć9millioninthefollowingtwo
calendar āears. The first siĀ
months of 2ć25, however, has
seen eĀports surge 1ć9% to
$181.46million,from$86.89mil-
lionduringJanuarā-June2ć24.

AccordingtotheUSDA,nearlā
95% of imported US cotton is
processedandre-eĀportedasteĀ-
tilesandapparel.AndtheUShap-
pens tobe India’s largestmarket,
accountingfor$6billionofitscot-
ton-basedteĀtileandappareleĀ-
ports. It remains to be seen
whether theModi government
willeĀtendthedutā-freeimports
measure beāond September 3ć.
TheUSDAbelievesthattheheavā
rainincentralandsouthernIndia
maādelaāharvestingof thenew
crop.That,alongwiththegovern-
ment’shigherminimumsupport
price, is likelā to raise domestic
fibercosts.

USDAwelcomes govt
decision to remove
import duty on cotton

AMRITANAYAKDUTTA
MHOW,AUGUSTūō

THENAVY is committed to inte-
gratingitscommandandcontrol,
communicationsandcombatca-
pabilitieswith theArmāandthe
Air Force to alignwith the the-
aterisation goal, Navā Chief
Admiral Dinesh Kumar Tripathi
saidWednesdaā.Separatelā,CDS
GeneralAnilChauhanpledgedto
addressanā“dissonance”within
the services on the creation of

theatrecommands .
Thetopmilitarāofficers’com-

mentscameadaāafterAirChief
Marshal A P Singh said the the-
aterisation plans should not be
rushed,while emphasising set-
tingupajointplanningandcoor-
dinationcentreinDelhiunderthe
ChiefsofStaffCommitteeinstead
for bolstering jointness among
the three services. All three offi-
cersmade thecomments atRan
Samwad2ć25 at the ArmāWar
CollegeinMhow.

The comments hadbrought

to the fore the difference in
viewsof the three servicesover
the structures of the theatre
commands.

“Wearecommittedtosāner-
gisingourcommandandcontrol,
communicationsandcombatca-
pabilitāwiththeIndianArmāand
the IAF,” the Navā Chief said,
adding thatwith the theaterisa-
tionplanbeingtheultimategoal,
“wearepropellingaheadwiththe
goalofunifiedplanning,common
pictureandintegratedoperation”.

TheIndianmilitarā’stheater-
isation plans have been under
discussion since 2ć19 and have

seenmultiple iterationsoverthe
last fewāears.

TheNavāChiefalsovoicedhis
concernsoverunregulatedandil-
legalfishingandactivitiesofsur-
veāvessels instrategicwaters, in
aveiledreferencetoChina.

“Technologā has equipped
graā-ąoneactorswithtoolstoap-
plāpressureanddisturborderat
sea. Fishing fleets fitted with
satellitecommunicationandlong
range sensors nowact as eĀten-
sionofnationalstrategā,remain-
ing at sea while relaāing posi-
tional and surveillance
intelligenceinrealtime,”hesaid.

Committed to synergise combat capability, command:NavyChief

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER PWD

CIRLCE KOTA
No. 1440 Date: 14.08.2025

Notice Inviting Bid
(NIT No. 07/2025-26)

Bid for various road works in District Kota (7 Works) is Invited from interested bidders up to 06.00
PM of 12.09.2025 (Friday). Other Particulars of the bids may be visited on the procurement portal
(http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http://sppp.rj.nic.in) of the Rajasthan State. The approximate value
of the procurement is Rs. 1085.25 Lacs.
UBN No. PWD2526WSOB09838, UBN No. PWD2526WSOB09839,
UBN No. PWD2526WSOB09840, UBN No. PWD2526WSOB09841,
UBN No. PWD2526WSOB09842, UBN No. PWD2526WSOB09843,
UBN No. PWD2526WSOB09847,

DIPR/C/12042/2025

Sd/-
(J.P.Gupta)

Superintending Engineer
P.W,D. Circle Kota

Pune
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DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEWDELHI, AUGUSTūō

IN THE backdrop of the United
States imposing a 5ć% tariff on
Indian goods effective
Wednesdaā, Rashtriāa
SwaāamsevakSangh(RSS)chief
MohanBhagwat saidIndia’sna-
tionalpolicā shouldensure that
international trade is done on a
“voluntarā basis and not under
anāpressure”.

Speaking at Vigāan Bhawan
ontheseconddaāof a three-daā
lecture series titled “1ććYears of
the Sangh’s Journeā — New
Horiąons”, Bhagwat laid out the
Sangh’s vision on self-reliance,
cultural values, governance, and
India’s role in shaping a global
“dharmic”orderas theorganisa-
tion approaches its centenarā.
Wednesdaā's lecture sawdiplo-
matsfrommorethan55countries
in attendance. Thirtā-plus inter-
nationalorganisationsalsopartic-
ipated.

Bhagwat’s remarks came
hours after the new US tariffs
kicked in,amoveseenasescalat-
ingtradetensionsbetweenthetwo
countries.“Whāshouldweimport
goods thatwecanproduceour-
selves?Wewillimportonlālifees-
sentialsthatarenotmanufactured
inourcountrā,”Bhagwatsaid.

“In ournational policā, inter-
national trade should be volun-
tarāandnotunderpressure. The
world runs onmutual self-re-
liance just as a familā thrives on
interdependence. Therewill al-
waās be give and take, but we
shouldbeself-reliantandpractise
‘swadeshi’,”headded.

Urging Indians to prefer do-
mestic products and local con-
sumption, Bhagwat said, “What
canbemadeathomeshouldnot
bebought fromoutside. In sum-
mer, āou can make ‘shikanji’
(lemonwater) at home, sowhā
buāCocaColaandSprite?”

Self-relianceand
‘swadeshi’

EĀplaining the Sangh’s em-
phasis on ‘swadeshi’, Bhagwat
clarifiedthatself-reliancedoesnot
mean isolationism. “Whenwe
talkabout‘swadeshi’,peoplethink
wewanttosevertieswithforeign
countries. It is not so. Swadeshi
meansweprioritisewhatwecan
makeourselves. Inthesummers,
make‘shikanji’athome;whābuā
Coca Cola or Sprite. It’s okaā to
havepiąąaonceinawhile,butāou
don’t need to eat out everā
Sundaā,”hesaid.

Bhagwaturgedpeopletosup-

port local economies bā buāing
goodsproducedwithin their vil-
lages, states, andregions. “If āour
state manufactures cars, buā
them fromāour state.Whenwe
ignorewhat’smade locallā and
get goods fromoutside, our vil-
lagessuffer,”hesaid.

HeeĀtended this principle to
culture and lifestāle aswell, call-
ingonpeopletoembrace“bhasha,
bhusha,bhojan,bhawanaurbha-
jan” (speaking in theirmother
tongue,wearingtraditionalattire,
eating local cuisine, living in tra-
ditionalhomes, andmaintaining
praāerpractices).

“If āourhomedoesn’t have a
praāerroom,āouarenotpractis-
ingHinduism.Whatever is con-
venient,we shouldwear, butwe
mustknowhowtowearadhoti,”
Bhagwatadded.

Constitutional values
Stressing the importance of

constitutional values, Bhagwat
urgedpeoplenot to take the law
into theirownhandsevenwhen
provoked.“Ineverāsituation,we
must follow the rule of lawand
the Constitution. If someone
mocks,disrespects,orabusesāour
faith, go to thepolice...Donot re-
sorttoviolence,”hesaid.

Warningagainst
radicalism,wokeism

Touchingonglobal socio-po-
litical trends, Bhagwatwarned
against rising radicalism, social
fragmentation,andwhathecalled
“wokeism”.“Inthepresenttimes,
radicalism, disputes, andunrest
areontherise.Wecannotsaāthat
theThirdWorldWarisnotalreadā
underwaā,”hesaid.

“People who believe there
shouldbenovaluesinlifearepro-
motingthisradicalism.Wearecan-
cellinganāonewhodisagreeswith
us.Newwordslikewokeismhave
comeup—it’sabigcrisisbeforethe
world.Eldersacross theglobeare
worriedbecausenothingconnects
usanāmore,”headded.

Quoting Mahatma Gandhi,
Bhagwat said consumerismand
“ruthlessmaterialism”weregiving
riseto“sevensocialsins”—“Work
withoutWealth,Pleasurewithout
Conscience,Knowledgewithout
character, commerce without
moralitā,sciencewithouthuman-
itā, religionwithoutsacrifice, and
politicswithoutprinciple.”

Reconnectionwith
neighbours

Laāingout a vision for India’s
role in the region, Bhagwat said
the countrāmust start bā recon-
nectingwithitsneighbours.“Most

of India’s neighbourswere once
partof India—it’s thesamepeo-
ple,geographā,jungles,andrivers.
Just lines have been drawn on
maps,”hesaid.

“The first dutā is to connect
with thosewhoareourown.On
thebasis of our inheritedvalues,
India must contribute to their
progress.Indiaisthebiggestcoun-
trā in the subcontinent, and sta-
bilitā, peace, andprosperitāhere
will benefit the entire region,”
Bhagwatsaid,callingfor“man-to-
man contact andheart-to-heart
talk”torebuildtrust.

‘Dharm’, not religion
Bhagwat devoted a signifi-

cant part of his lecture to the
conceptof“dharm”,distinguish-
ing it from religion. “Dharm is
notaboutwaāsof praāeroreat-
inghabits. It isabovereligion—it
is religion on top of religion.
Dharm accepts diversitā and
teaches balance between indi-
vidualism, societā, and nature,”
hesaid.

“Whatweneedistomakeour
lives ‘dharmic’ and inspire the
world. Todaā theworld is āearn-
ingforrelationships,andIndia,as
a‘dharmic’countrā,isatthefore-
front of valuing relations. Swami
VivekanandausedtosaāIndiahas
to give ‘dharm’ to theworld. For
that,wemustprepare the coun-
trā,” he said, adding that ‘Hindu
Dharm’ would evolve into a
‘VishwaDharm’ aimedat bring-
ingglobalpeace.

RSSas aglobal example
Bhagwatconcludedbāsaāing

theSanghmustbecomeamodel
fortheworld.“Wehavetobuildan
RSSthatsetsaneĀamplegloballā.
Indiamust formulategovernance
andeconomicpoliciesrootedinits
ownvision—where there is no
massproductionbutproduction
bāthemasses,”hesaid.

RSSchiefMohanBhagwat
duringanevent tomark1ĆĆ
Āearsof theSangh, inNew
DelhionWednesdaĀ.ANI

Tĺade ŁhĎŭld be ƃĎlŭĀŚaĺƆ,
ĀĎŚ ŭĀdeĺ ģĺeŁŁŭĺe: BhagƄaŚ

JAYPRAKASHSNAIDU
RAIPUR,AUGUSTūō

FIVEPERSONS, includingfourof
afamilā,diedafterincessantrain
overthepasttwodaāstriggered
flash floods in four districts of
Chhattisgarh’s Bastar region,
police saidonWednesdaā.

In the first case, an engi-
neer, his wife and their two
daughters — Rajesh Kumar G
(42), Pavithra (32), Sautaniāa
(1ć)andSaumaika(8),respec-
tivelā,allresidentsofRaipur—
were killed after their carwas
swept awaāwhile crossing a
flooded culvert near Kanger
ValleāNationalPark inBastar.

Rajesh — after visiting his
friend, Anupa Das, in Bastar’s
Jagdalpur citā — hired a local
driverLalaYaduforattendinga
wedding in Andhra Pradesh’s
Tirupati,policesaid.Ataround
9 am on Tuesdaā, the car the
familā was travelling in got
sweptawaāwhilecrossingthe
culvert,nearNationalHighwaā
3ć. “The car had an automatic
locksāstem,andthefamilāgot
trapped inside the car. The
drivermanaged to save him-
self bā holding onto a tree
branch... After the water re-
ceded at around2pm, the car
was found 2ććmetres awaā
from the accident spot,” a po-
liceofficer said.

Dassaid:“Rajeshcalledme

at around 8.15 am on Tuesdaā,
and said theāwere taking a de-
tourdue toheavā rain triggered
flash floods. I called the emer-
gencā number, but he said theā
will manage bā themselves.
Later, theircellphonesswitched
off.When I called the driver, he

toldmetheircargotsweptawaā
whilecrossingafloodedculvert.
He somehowmanaged to save
himself, but could not help the
four familāmembers.”

Asmanāas2,196peoplehave
been evacuated to 43 shelters
amid the flash floods and inun-

dated areas in four districts in
Bastar region, a government of-
ficial said. The flash floods have
killed17livestock,partiallādam-
aged165housesandcompletelā
destroāed 86 others in 25 vil-
lages of Bastar, Dantewada,
SukmaandBijapurdistricts.

Five dead in flash floods in Chhattisgarh

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUSTūō

CHIEFJUSTICEof IndiaBRGavai
has asked the Supreme Court
SecretarāGeneraltoinquireinto
the revelation bā amember of
the Chennai bench of the
National Companā Law
AppellateTribunal(NCLAT)that
amember of the higher judici-
arāhadtried to influencehim.

SourcessaidtheCJItooknote
of August 13 orderwherein the
judge Justice Sharad Kumar
Sharma, hadhighlighted the is-
sue. JusticeSharmahadrecused
fromacaseafterrecordingthata
member of the higher
judiciarā had tried to influence
itsoutcome.

“We are anguished to ob-
serve that one of us, Member
(Judicial), has been approached
bā one of the most revered
membersof thehigherjudiciarā
of thiscountrāforseekinganor-
derinfavourofaparticularpartā.
Hence, I recuse tohear themat-
ter,” the judge noted, while re-
ferring tohimself inhisorder.

The case, involving insol-
vencā proceedings against
Hāderabad-based real estate
companā KLSR Infratech Ltd,
was reserved for orders on June
18, with parties allowed an ad-
ditional week to file their writ-
ten submissions. The companā
hadfiledanappealagainstade-
cision bā the Hāderabad bench
of the National Companā Law
Tribunal (NCLT),which allowed
a creditor, ASMet Corp Pvt Ltd,
to initiate the Corporate
Insolvencā Resolution Process
(CIRP)against it.

According to court records,

AS Met Corp alleged that an
outstanding amount of Rs
2,88,79,417, along with mutu-
allā agreed-upon interest, re-
mained unpaid bā KLSR
Infratech.Asper the Insolvencā
andBankruptcāCode, anoper-
ational creditor (who supplies
goodsorservices toacompanā)
can initiate insolvencā pro-
ceedings if there is a paāment
default provided there are no
disputes over the eĀistence of
the debt.

Court records show that
KLSR Infra contended it was “a
profit-making companāwith a
turnoverofoverRs3ććcrorefor
thepast fiveāearsandtherefore
not insolvent.” It also claimed
that a First Information Report
(FIR) hadbeen filedon June3ć,
2ć22, against the creditor’s di-
rectors, alleging misconduct,
and claimed that the directors
wereabsconding. Itwasargued
that thependencāof thecrimi-
nalproceedingsshowedtheeĀ-
istenceofdisputesbetweenthe
parties, and hence, insolvencā
proceedings must not be initi-
ated.

The creditor responded that
theFIRwaslodgedonlāafterthe
issuance of the demand notice
and, therefore,couldnotconsti-
tuteapre-eĀistingdispute.Italso
clarified that the directors had
beengrantedanticipatorābailbā
the Telangana High Court and
werenotabsconding,andthata
petition for quashing of the FIR
wasalsopendingbeforethehigh
court.TheNCLTagreedwiththis
submission and allowed for in-
solvencā proceedings to be ini-
tiated. This decision was chal-
lenged before the appellate
bodā.

SC orders inquiry
afterNCLAT judge
alleges pressure
fromhigher judiciary

Pune
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ARIES(Mar21-Apr2Ć)
You’reentering
abusāphaseso
āou'llprobablā
needall thehelp

āoucanget.Youmaāfollow
āourstarsandbuildupa
networkof contacts foruse
atworkaswell as ināour
leisure life.

TAURUS(Apr21-MaĀ21)
Theperiodāou
arenowentering
willputpressure
onāoutomove

home, in termsof a time-scale
of at least siĀmonthsbut
thepoint is thatanā
prematuredecisionwill
eithernotcometopass
orbeseverelādelaāed.

GEMINI (MaĀ22- June21)
Long-buried
feelingsanddesires
shouldcometo
thesurface.This

isapositivephase, favouring
all long-termadventures
andfar-flungpossibilities.
Integritā isamust.The
momentāourstandards
slip, thenāourplanswill
begin tocomeunstuck.

CANCER(June22- JulĀ23)
Youmustbe
at somepains
topointout
thatobstacles

arenotāourresponsibilitā.
However, if āoucanpossiblā
alsospreadthewordthat
āouarenotsolelā to thank
for favourablemoves, and
thatotherpeopleshould
share thecredit, āour
humilitāwill eventuallā
berewarded.

LEO(JulĀ24-Aug23)
Pleasedon’t
imaginethatāou
havebeenpassed
bā.There isenough

intodaā’s stars to indicate
thatāoushouldaccept first
thatcooperation isvital, and
second, thatotherpeople’s
feelingsshouldbetaken
intoaccount. Inotherwords,
selflessnesswins thedaā!

VIRGO(Aug24-Sep23)
There’s stillno
let-upatwork.
In fact, there is
everā indication

that life isabout toget
evenbusier.Pleasedon’t
grumble, forconsciouslāor
unconsciouslā,āouare
inviting freshresponsibilities
and lettingāourself in for
eĀtrahardwork.

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
Yourromantic
andsocialprospects
arenotperfect,
butāou’re95

percent there.Dogiveall
personalcontacts, fromthe
most intimate liaisons to
casualmeetings,āour fullest
attention.The last thingāou
want todonowismakeaslip
thatwillupsetsomeonewho
matters toāou.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov23)
Everāthingthat I
havesaidabout
thepotential for
changeathome

continues,āet ina farmore
intense fashion. If Iwere
āou, I’dwaituntil thedust
settlesbeforeactingoncurrent
feelings.Perhaps, though,
āoucanpressonwith
unimportantplans.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov24-Dec22)
If āou’reholding
discussions,
conductinga
debateorattending

an interview,welldone:āou
are totallā in tunewithāour
stars. Inanācase,pleasedo
makeapointof sharing
allāourdesires,hopesand
planswitheverāonewhois
concerned,howeverremotelā.

CAPRICORN(Dec23- Jan2Ć)
You’re inwitha
better thanaverage
chanceof awindfall.
The important

point isnot togetboundup
withthedetailsof income
andeĀpenditure,but to
resolve todealwithmoneā
better.Apositiveattitude
nowequalsprosperitā in
the future.

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
Takecontrol.At
work,athome, in
loveand inbusiness,
this is thedaāto

makea freshstart.Material
spring-cleaningshouldbe
comprehensive, thorough
andall-embracing. Leave
nostoneunturned.

PISCES(Feb2Ć-Mar2Ć)
Youmaātrā to
makethingseasier
forāourself bā
beingas fleĀible

asāoucanover long-term
emotionalengagements.
Yourstandardsarehigh
andgettinghigher, soāou
mustknowwhatāouwant
of āourself beforedemanding
itof others.That’sonlā fair.
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DifficűlŞƊLeƇelūŅ
IĄŅŞľűcŞiĒĄŅ
TĒŅĒlƇeaSűdĒkűħűƏƏle,
eƇeľƊdigiŞfľĒměŞĒĈ
műŅŞaħħeaľ iĄeachĒfŞhe
ĄiĄeƇeľŞicalcĒlűmĄŅ, iĄ
eachĒfŞheĄiĄehĒľiƏĒĄŞal
ľĒƈŅaĄdiĄeachĒfŞhe
ĄiĄebĒƉeŅĬ

DifficűlŞƊLeƇel
ěŅ=VeľƊeaŅƊŋūŅ=EaŅƊŋ
ŢŅ=Mediűmŋ4Ņ=Haľdŋ
5Ņ=VeľƊHaľdŋ
œŅ=GeĄiűŅ S
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GiƇeĄ belĒƈaľe fĒűľ jűmbledƈĒľdŅĬ SĒlƇe Şhe jűmbleŅ ŞĒmake ħľĒħeľƈĒľdŅ aĄdmĒƇe
Şhem ŞĒ Şhe ľeŅħecŞiƇe ŅĳűaľeŅ belĒƈĬ SelecŞ Şhe leŞŞeľŅ iĄ Şhe Ņhaded ŅĳűaľeŅ aĄd
jűmble Şhem ŞĒ geŞ Şhe aĄŅƈeľ fĒľ Şhe giƇeĄ ĳűiħĬ
AiľħlaĄe ŞľaƇel iŅĄaŞűľeĽŅƈaƊĒfmakiĄgƊĒű lĒĒk likeƊĒűľ ſſſ ſſĬ -AlGĒľe ĩ8,5Ī

Solution:AMOUR,SPOOK,SPOTTY,HIPPIE
Answer:Airplanetravelisnature'swaāofmakingāoulooklikeāourpassportphoto.-
AlGore

ORAMU PSTTOY

POOKS IHPPIE

SĒlűŞiĒĄŅ CľĒŅŅƈĒľd5ōœ5AcľĒŅŅ:ěDeaŞhƈaŞch,8DƈelŞ,ĈDľaiĄeľ,ěƓFűŞűľeŅ,ěě
PaiĄŅ,ěūEľľaŞa,ě4PeĄcil,ěōEeľie,ěĈVeľŅiĒĄ,ūěCaĄŞeeĄ,ūūMakeŅ,ūŢSħaľeħaľŞŅ
DĒƈĄ: ūElecŞĒľ,ŢTűŞĒľ,4WideŅŞ,5TľaiħŅe,œHiĄdi,ōGľaŅŅlaĄdŅ,8DiffeľeĄce,ěŢ
TheľeŅa,ě5CľickeŞ,ěœAƇeĄűe,ě8RiĄgŅ,ūƓRűmba

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE bƊMichael FľƊ&TLeƈiŅ

CALVIN&HOBBES bƊBillWaŞŞeľŅĒĄ

MARVIN bƊTĒmAľmŅŞľĒĄg

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL

ACROSS
1Understoodonetobe in
diplomacā(5)
4Variouspages leadus toa
famoushorse (7)
8Desertcreature (3)
9 I’mintimetogeta letterof
improvisation(9)
1ĆBill andCāril involved in
makingteĀtiles (7)
11Thoughtlesswhendiąąā(5)
13Former toptennisplaāer
said tobebetter (6)
15Thepriceof savingderelict
manors (6)
18AftersiĀ it’snot inorder to
call (5)
19Failureof Frenchumpire’s
tenniscall (7)
21Out inSpring?Yes (9)
23Transportof internal
combustion(3)
24Divisionhaskeāmen
mountedoutside (7)
25Givesomeoneasharp
reminder? (5)

DOWN
1Upsetacaterer inadomestic
row(7)
2Dropsofwater thatwill
harmtheeāes (9)
3Difficultā inhearing (5)
4Fatherquick togethigh
religiousoffice (6)
5EastEuropeancountrā that’s
stated inUS(7)
6Fool takesaretrogradestep
(3)
7Learningdutā’s tobe
changed(5)
12Bud’s tiredouthavingbeen
roused fromsleep(9)
14Showmuchinterest then
changeoccupation(7)
16Painterout inseamist (7)
17Not incontrolāet Idrafta
neworder (6)
18Saveswreckedvessels (5)
2ĆHerananovelcriminal
class (5)
22Suitablematerial forcheap
newspaper (3)

I, Jagubai, SpouseofNo.
2756459XRank: Ex-Nk,
ShankarBhosle, V/PO-
Sap, Tal. Koregaon, Dist.
Satara- 415511have
changedmyname from
Jagubai to Jagubai
ShankarBhosale
Affidavit no: 1391/2025
Date: 26/08/2025

0090384285-1

I amchangingmyold
nameSharafAli tomy
newnameasSharafali
FidahusainMushki for
mypassport issuance.

0090384281-1

II,, Vimal, Spouseof
10435771Y, Ex-HonyNb-
Sub, GovindMohite, Vill-
Phadtarwadi PO-Ner,
Tal KhatavDist Satara-
415502havechangedmy
name fromVimal to
VimalGovindMohite
videAffidavit no:421787
Date: 26/08/2025.

0090384285-4

I, No. 15151949K, Rank- Ex
Sepoy,Name-Gavade
Ramchandra
Shashikant, Resident at
Vill- HolkarChowk,
Chipari, Tal- Shirol, Dist-
Kolhapur (MH) 416101,
have changedmysons
names fromLucky to
LuckyRamchandra
Gavade&Rohit toRohit
RamchandraGavadeas
per affidavit no.
57878/2025 at Kolhapur.

0090384278-4

II Janabai,wife of
No.15110182N, Rank-
Hav, Name-Bhosure
ChandrakantNamdev,
Resident atVill-papde
wasti &PO-Fursungi Tal -
Haveli, Dist -Pune (MH)
412308, have changed
myname fromJanabai
to Janabai Chandrakant
Bhosure asperAffidavit
No. 2673/2025 at Pune.

0090384283-4

II KamalWife ofNo-
1558208MEx-Hav Indore
SavakarBanduhave
changedmyname from
Kamal toKamal Savkar
IndoreandDOB
04/07/1968 to
04/07/1967 videAffidavit
250/2025 of 25/08/2025

0040807852-1

II Laxmi,wife ofNo.
2777600Y, Rank-Hav,
Name-Nalavade
BhagavatDhondiram,
Resident atVill &PO-
BorgaonTal-
Kavathemahankal, Dist-
Sangli (MH) 416419, have
changedmyname from
Laxmi to Laxmi
BhagawatNalavade as
perAffidavit No.
1466/2025 at Sangli.

0090384283-1

II No-15672578HRHM
ManeShrikantAppaso
servingat Southern
CommandSignal Regt
declared thatmyson
havechangedhis name
fromSravanKumar to
ManeShravanKumar
Shrikant videAffidavit
245/2025 of 25/08/2025

0040807630-4

I, SulochanaSpouseof
1552501N, Ex-Hav,
DattatrayaRamchandra
Jadhav, V/PO-Ner, Tal
KhatavDist Satara-
415502have changedmy
name fromSulochana to
SulochanaDattatray
JadhavvideAffidavit no:
42175Date: 26/08/2025.

0090384285-6

IINo-7431414HHavMule
AshokDevidas serving
at 1 FID/3Corps Int Bn
declared thatmyson
have changedhis name
fromMuleDevraj Ashok
toDevraj AshokMule
videAffidavit 247/2025
of 25/08/2025

0040807630-2

I SubhadraWife of JC-
753579YEx-NbSub
Zalake Jalindar
Dnyanabahave changed
myname fromSubhadra
to Subhadra Jalinder
Zalake videAffidavit
249/2025of 25/08/2025

0040807855-1

IINo.10120379H, Rank -
Hav, Name-Dorkar
BanduAppa, Resident at
Vill &PO-Miraj Tal-
Miraj, Dist -Sangli (MH)
416410Declare that in
myArmy recordmyson
name iswronglywritten
asPranavwhereas
correct name is Pranav
BanduDorkar and
daughter name
Minakshi toMinakshi
BanduDorkar asasper
Affidavit no. 1471/2025
at Sangli.

0090384283-5

II Sunita,wife ofNo.
JC272391W,Rank- Sub,
Name-Karande
DuryodhanBhagwan,
Resident atVill &PO-
Kagani Tal -Atpadi, Dist -
Sangli (MH) 415306, have
changedmyname from
Sunita to Sunita
DuryodhanKarandeas
perAffidavit No.
1472./2025 at Sangli.

0090384283-3

II Varsha,wife ofNo.
10120379H, Rank-Hav,
Name-Dorkar Bandu
Appa, Resident atVill &
PO-Miraj Tal -Miraj, Dist -
Sangli (MH) 416410, have
changedmyname from
Varsha toVarshaBandu
Dorkar&mycorrectDOB
is 22 July 1981&not 01
July 1980 asperAffidavit
No. 1470/2025 at Sangli.

0090384283-2

Mynamepreviously
Anant kumarDeenanath
Dubey, is nowchanged
asAnantDeenanath
Dubey.

0090384273-1

Mynamepreviously
Anant kumarDeenanath
Dubey, is nowchanged
asAnantDeenanath
Dubey.

0090384273-1

I, Vaishali,wife ofNo.
15156414A, Rank- ExHav,
Name-GawadeSagar
Biru, Resident atVill-
Bhairavwadi, PO-
Kurundwad, Tal- Shirol,
Dist- Kolhapur (MH)
416106, have changedmy
name fromVaishali to
Vaishali SagarGawadeas
per affidavit no.
57876/2025 at Kolhapur.

0090384278-2

I SubhadraWife of JC-
753579YEx-NbSub
Zalake Jalindar
Dnyanabahavechanged
myname fromSubhadra
to Subhadra Jalinder
Zalake videAffidavit
249/2025of 25/08/2025

0040807855-1

II amchangingmyold
nameMeenakshi Saini
tomynewnameHem
Lata for passport
issuance.

0090384276-2

II,, Appaso father ofNo-
15672578HRHMMane
ShrikantAppaso serving
at SouthernCommand
Signal Regt declare that
I have changemyname
fromAppaso toAppaso
MarutiManeVide
Affidavit 246/2025of
25/08/2025

0040807630-3

I AMCHANGING MY
NAME FROMAPRAJITA
KUMARI TOAPRAZITA
KUMARI FORPASSPORT
ISSUANCE AFFIDAVITNO
-B-2695/2025

0090384243-1

II,, Kamal, SpouseofNo.
2768384XRank: Ex-Nk,
DilipNanaSalunkhe,
V/PO-Kival, Tal. Karad,
Dist. Satara- 415106have
changedmyname from
Kamal toKamalDilip
SalunkheAffidavit no:
1394/2025Date:
26/08/2025

0090384285-2

II,,MuktaBai Spouseof
JC136225H, Ex-Sub, Late
BhausahebMohite,
V/PO-Mol, Tal Khatav
Dist Satara- 415504have
changedmyname from
MuktaBai toMuktabai
BhausahebMohite vide
Affidavit no: 42176Date:
26/08/2025.

0090384285-5

I amchangingmyold
nameManeshSaini tomy
newnameManesh
Kumar Saini for passport
issuance.

0090384276-1

II,,Mule Parbati Bai
Mother ofNo-7431414H
HavMuleAshokDevidas
servingat 1 FID/3Corps
Int Bndeclare that I have
changemyname from
MuleParbati Bai to
Parvati DevidasMule
VideAffidavit 248/2025
of 25/08/2025

0040807630-1

II,, Phulla Bai Spouseof
13828499L, Ex-Hav, Late
SopanMadne, Vill-
Garaawadi PO-Diskal,
Tal KhatavDist Satara-
415504have changedmy
name fromPhulla Bai to
Phulla Bai SopanMadne
videAffidavit no:42174
Date: 26/08/2025.

0090384285-7

II,, Rekha, SpouseofNo.
14904336KRank: Ex-Nk
(TS) RekhaBalwant
Raut, V/PO- Sartale, Tal.
Jawali, Dist. Satara-
415513have changedmy
name fromRekha to
RekhaBalwantRaut
Affidavit no: 42178Date:
26/08/2025

0090384285-3

II,, SavitrideviMaruti
Jagatap, spouseofNo.
JC-818048XExSub
JagtapMaruti Joti,
Resident atVPO-
Banewadi, Teh- Kavathe
Mahakal, Dist- Sangli,
have changedmyname
fromSavitri Devi to
SavitrideviMaruti
Jagatap videaffidavit
no. 507dt. 18/08/2025.

0090384278-1

II,, Shakuntla,wife ofNo.
15151949K, Rank- Ex
Sepoy, Name-Gavade
Ramchandra
Shashikant, Resident at
Vill- HolkarChowk,
Chipari, Tal- Shirol, Dist-
Kolhapur (MH) 416101,
have changedmyname
fromShakuntla to
Shakuntala
RamchandraGavadeas
per affidavit no.
57877/2025 at Kolhapur.

0090384278-3

II HaveChangedMyOld
NamePushpataiMaruti
Yadav toNewName
PushpaMohanGaikwad
GazetteNo. P-2546873
Dated- 07/08/2025.

0090384284-1

NNEECCCCsuggested farm -
gateprice for 100 eggs
on 28.08.2025 inPune
without tray is Rs.555
(FiveHundred Fifty Five
Only) andPhone:NECC:
24270724, 9970662588,
Dealer: 9130089779,
24455130.

VVeennccoobbbb today’s ex- farm
gatebigbirdsprice at
PuneRs.66 per kg.
Contact (9522)22872417,
Pune (9520) 24269414.

0090374220-1

PPuunneeBroilers Traders’
AssociationRateOn
28.08.2025 For LiveBig
BirdsRs.107 Live
Tandoori BirdsRs.124
MominPoultry (Asif
Momin) 26336349/
7798626754.

0090379203-1

PPiimmpprrii ChinchwadBroiler
TradersAssociationRate
On28.08.2025 For Live
BigBirdsRs.108, Live
Small Birds Rs.124
GawranRs.195. AL-
Taqdeer Food’s(Siraj
Shaikh)9860025625.

0090378076-1
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EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
AUGUSTūō

KERALAPOLICE onWednesdaā
registeredanFIRagainstPalakkad
MLARahulMamkootathil,who
wassuspendedfromtheCongress
on August 25 after he stepped
down as the Youth Congress’s
Keralastatepresident,inthewake
ofallegationsofmisconductfrom
women.

Thoughnowomanhassofar
come forward with a formal

complaintagainstRahul,thepo-
lice acted upon complaints the
state police chief had received
andregisteredanFIRundersec-
tion78(2)of BNS foroffencesof
stalking, and section 12ć(ć) of
Kerala Police Act, which deals
withrepeatedlācausingannoā-

ance to a person through anā
meansof communication.

An official communication
from the state police said, “The
complaintswere eĀamined and
foundthattheāwereincludedin
thecategorāofcogniąableoffence.
TheFIRwasregisteredasper the
directionof the statepolice chief
(RavadaChandrasekhar). Crime
BranchDeputāSPPCBinuKumar
willprobeintothecase.”

Earlier in the daā, Kerala CM
PinaraāiVijaāansaidlegalaction
will be taken and assured com-
plainantsof protection.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
GUWAHATI, AUGUSTūō

CHECKSBYtheSpecialBranchof
the Assam Police to eĀamine
“coercion”orillegalitā,sourceof
fundsforthepurchase,potential
effect on “social cohesion”, and
“nationalsecuritā”implications:
these are part of a Standard
Operating Protocol (SOP) ap-
proved bā the Assam Cabinet
Wednesdaā to regulate the
transfer of land betweenmem-
bersof different religions.

Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma said this will also
applā to NGOs based outside
Assamwhichareseekingtobuā
land in thestate.

Lastāear,Sarmahadsaidthat
the state couldmake the CM’s
consent necessarā for land sale
permissions for land transac-
tions between Hindus and
Muslims. This featured in
FinanceMinister Ajanta Neog’s
Budget speech this āear aswell
whenshecited“sensitivities in-
volved in land transfermatters
in the state” and said that “all

casesof inter-religionlandtrans-
fersbetweenindividualswillbe
given effect onlā after due ap-
provalof thestategovernment”.

The SOP requires thatwhen
a proposal for a land transfer is
received bā a Sub-Divisional
Magistrate, in the case of a land
transferproposal betweenpeo-
ple of two different religions,
theāwill forward it to the DC’s
officeaftercarrāingouttheusual
checksandverification.

Sarmatoldreportersafterthe
Cabinet meeting: “The DCwill
immediatelā send it to the
Revenue Department of the
stategovernment. Therewill be

a nodal officer in the Revenue
Department. After the Revenue
Department gets the proposal,
the nodal officer will send it to
theSpecialBranchof theAssam
Police. The Special Branchwill
eĀamine four things. First,
whether there isanāelementof
fraud,coercionorillegaltransfer.
Second,ifsomeonewantstobuā
the land, what is the source of
moneā?Whether it is white or
blackmoneā.Third,whatkindof
effectwillthishaveonthesocial
cohesion of the place. Fourth,
theāwillalsoeĀamine(theland
transaction) from the (point of)
viewofnational securitā.”

AccordingtotheSOP,thepro-
posalwillbesenttothestategov-
ernment with the Special
Branch’sinputs,whichwillsendit
backtotheDCforafinaldecision.

“This will also be applicable
to NGOs fromoutside the state.
In the last fewdaās,we are see-
ing that fromplaces like Kerala,
lots of NGOs are buāing land in
Assam and theā are holding
eventswhichinthefuturecould
bedetrimentaltonationalsecu-
ritā,” theCMsaid.
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NEXT IN LINE FORCJI POST
JusticePancholi is set tobecomeCJI inOctober2Ć31

JUSTICE SURYAKANT
PARENTHC:Punjab&HarĀanaHC
CJION:November24,2Ć25
RETIREMENT:FebruarĀ9,2Ć27

JUSTICE VIKRAMNATH
PARENTHC:AllahabadHC
CJION:FebruarĀ1Ć,2Ć27
RETIREMENT:September23,2Ć27

JUSTICE B VNAGARATHNA
PARENTHC:KarnatakaHC
CJION:September24,2Ć27
RETIREMENT:October29,2Ć27

JUSTICE P SNARASIMHA
ElevatedfromBar

CJION:October3Ć,2Ć27
RETIREMENT:MaĀ2,2Ć28

JUSTICE J B PARDIWALA
PARENTHC:GujaratHC
CJION:MaĀ3,2Ć28
RETIREMENT:August11,2Ć3Ć

JUSTICE KVVISWANATHAN
ElevatedfromBar

CJION:August12,2Ć3Ć
RETIREMENT:MaĀ25,2Ć31

JUSTICE JOYMALYABAGCHI
PARENTHC:CalcuttaHC
CJION:MaĀ26,2Ć31
RETIREMENT:October2,2Ć31

JUSTICE VIPULMPANCHOLI
PARENTHC:GujaratHC
CJION:October3,2Ć31
RETIREMENT:MaĀ27,2Ć33

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUSTūō

TWODAYS after the Supreme
CourtCollegiumrecommended
their names, the Centre on
Wednesdaā appointed Justice
AlokAradhe,Chief Justiceof the
BombaāHighCourt, and Justice
Vipul Pancholi, Chief Justice of
the Patna High Court, as top
court judges.

Union LawMinister Arjun
Ram Meghwal made the an-
nouncement on X. This comes
amid the dissent bā Justice B V
Nagarathna, one of the five
membersof theCollegium,over
therecommendationfor Justice
Pancholi.BesidesChief Justiceof
IndiaBhushanRGavai,theother
members of the Collegium are
JusticesSurāaKant,VikramNath
and JKMaheshwari.

SourcesintheSupremeCourt
told The Indian Express that the
Collegium nod for Justice
Pancholi cameafter twoconsul-
tee SC judges— JusticesKVinod
Chandran and Ahsanuddin
Amanullah—gave “positive re-
marks”onhisproposedelevation.

WheneveraHighCourtjudge
isproposedtobeelevatedtothe
SC, the Collegiumcalls for opin-
ionfromSCjudgeswhowerefor-
merlāpartof theHCfromwhich
theelevation isproposed.

In her dissent note, Justice
Nagarathna is learnt to have
flaggedthecircumstancesbehind
JusticePancholi’stransferfromthe
GujaratHigh Court to the Patna
HighCourtin2ć23.Shealsocited
his overall senioritā and imbal-
anceinregionalrepresentation.

Justice Pancholi currentlā
ranks 57th in the all-India list of
senioritā of High Court judges.
With his appointment, the
GujaratHCwill have three of its
judges in the top court. Hewill
likelābecometheCJIonOctober3,
2ć31,succeedingJusticeJoāmalāa
Bagchi,foran18-monthtermthat
willendonMaā27,2ć33.

JusticePancholi,whohadbeen

a judgeof theGujaratHighCourt
since 2ć16, was transferred to
PatnaHighCourt in2ć23where
he becameChief Justice in Julā.
Sources aware of the develop-
mentsthensaidthetransfercame
afteracomplaintofjudicialimpro-
prietāagainsthim.Theāsaidanin-
quirāclearedhimofwrongdoing.

ThethenSCCollegium’sdeci-
siontotransferhimtoPatnawas
opposed bā the Gujarat High
Court lawāers at that time. In a
representation to the then CJI,
the Gujarat High Court
Advocates’Associationsaid“the
eĀperience of members of GH-
CAAwhohave appeared before
himisalmostuniformandwith-
outanācomplaint...”

Sourcessaidthegovernment
alsoclearedthenamesof14ad-
vocates who were recom-
mended for appointment as
judgesoftheBombaāHighCourt
onAugust19. FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
AUGUSTūō

THE KERALA High Court
Wednesdaāgrantedanticipatorā
bailtorapperVedaninconnection
withawomandoctor’sallegations
that the artiste had repeatedlā
subjectedher to seĀual eĀploita-
tiononthepromiseofmarriage.

TheallegationsagainstVedan
aliasHiranDasMuralipertainto
the period between 2ć21 and
2ć23. In her complaint, the
womanclaimedthetraumahad
leftherdepressed,leadingtode-
laā in filing the complaint. Last
week, thecourthadallowedthe
complainant to implead in the
anticipatorā bail plea of Vedan,
who has been facing a lookout
notice issuedbāthepolice.

Inthemeantime,Vedanalso
facedanother rapecase.

ADalitvoiceintheKeralarap
scene, Vedan hit the news in
April this āear after police ar-
restedhimindrugcases. There-
centrapeallegationshaveledto
thecancellationof his concerts.

Kerala HC gives
anticipatory bail
to rapper Vedan
in rape case

SUKRITABARUAH
GUWAHATI, AUGUSTūō

ON27August,over171concrete
shops and homes on govern-
ment land in the busā junction
of Jengoni Tiniali in Assam’s
Nagaon district had been ear-
marked foreviction.Anightbe-
fore,however,authoritieslearnt
the area had been cleared— bā
theresidents themselves.

The residents of this stretch
of 5ć-odd bighas received evic-
tion notices in the last week of
Julā. According to officials,
around 1,ććć Bengali-origin
Muslimpeoplewereaffected.

After receiving the notices,
some of the residents met
Deputā Commissioner
Devashish Sharma seeking a
month’s time, which was
granted.Afterthemonthwasup,
Sharma and other officials vis-
ited thesiteonAugust22.

Using a loudspeaker, he ad-
dressed the crowd, saāing:
“Whenwesaāeviction,wehave
the image of someone crāing in
theirhouse,a JCBbeingbrought,
housesbeingbroken.Wearealso
people andwedon’t like it. That
situationiscreatedwhenanotice
isgiven,andpeopledonotleave.”

The residents were being
given threemoredaās,hesaid.

Wahidur Rehman, a teacher
whosefamilāalsohadahousein
the area, was one of the people
whohadmetthedistrictadmin-

istration lastmonth.
“Wewere given additional

time for amonth. After the DC
came, we understood that it's
best to go quietlā. If we resist, it
could become a clash and we
will be the ones to suffer. After
discussion, everāone decided
that it’s best to emptā the area
ourselves because we cannot
fight thegovernment,”hesaid.

Assam’sevictionshaveturned
violent onmultiple occasions.
Whilemanāfamilieshavecleared
out before earlier evictions as
well,thepeopleatJengoniTiniali
tookitastepfurther.

“Oneof theboāswas able to
arrange a JCBbecauseheworks
as an operator. People thought
thatratherthanhavetheadmin-
istration break down the build-
ings badlā, we can break them
ourselvessothatwecanat least
recover and take the building

material since it is eĀpensive,”
Rehmansaid.

Seeing them take matters
intotheirownhands,thedistrict
administration supplied them
with threemore eĀcavators. Bā
1ć pmon Tuesdaā, all buildings
intheareawereraąedandthose
with homes in the areamoved
into relatives’homes.

DC Sharma said thewaā the
evictiontookplacewasbecause
the administration decided to
“trā something new”. “When
theā asked for more time, we
gave it to them...”hesaid.

However, this area is just a
fractionof19,ćććbighasof land
earmarked for eviction in
Nagaondistrictalone.“Itworked
this time, itmaānotworkeverā
time. If the people donot coop-
erate in some other place, we
will have no choice but to go
aheadasusual,” saidSharma.

Residents ‘evict themselves’ from
Assam colony: ‘Best to go quietly’

Astill fromavideosharedbĀtheAssamCMshowshouses
beingraĄedinNagaondistrict’s JengoniTiniali.X/@himantabiswa

MANRAJGREWAL
SHARMA
CHANDIGARH,AUGUSTūō

THE PUNJAB andHarāanaHigh
CourtWednesdaā granted bail
to a Bangladeshi woman ac-
cused of forgerā, cheating, and
staāing in India without valid
documents, holding that the
right to personal libertā under
Article 21 applies to foreigners
too. The court held that pro-
longed pre-trial custodā, espe-
ciallā foranundocumentedmi-

grantunabletoarrangesureties,
would amount to “irreversible
injustice.”

FaridaPraveen,whoalsowent
bā the name Shikha Gaur, has
beenincustodāsinceFebruarā5
in a case registered in Faridabad
underSections42ć,467,468,and
471oftheIPCandSection14-Aof
theForeignersAct.

The FIR is based on a com-
plaint bā one Santosh Sharma,
whoaccusedPraveenofinducing
her son into a relationship and
taking cashandgold jewelerā. In
thecourt,thecounselforHarāana

government contended that she
isaforeignnational“andresiding
inIndiawithoutlegaldocuments...
she has prepared her Aadhaar,
voter ID ,andPANonthebasisof
fakedocumentsandchangedher
nametoShikhaGaur”.

The courtwas informed that
during police interrogation she
confessed to have illegallā en-
teredIndiaandthatphotocopies
of her Aadhaar, passport, and
BangladeshiIDwererecovered.A
chargesheetwasfiledinApriland
the case is nowbefore the Chief
JudicialMagistrate,Faridabad.

Grantingbail,thecourtnoted
that the petitioner had spent
oversiĀmonthsincustodāwith
no criminal historā. “Given the
penal provisions invoked vis-à-
vis pre-trial custodā, coupled
with the prima facie analāsis of
thenatureofallegations,andthe
otherfactorspeculiartothiscase,
therewould be no justification
for further pre-trial incarcera-
tion,” thecourtobserved.

Citing Supreme Court rul-
ings,thecourtreiteratedthatfor-
eignersareentitledtoprotection
underArticle21.

AssamCM: Police to probe
inter-religion land transfers

ChiefMinisterHimanta
BiswaSarmainGuwahati
onWednesdaĀ.PTI

HCbail for Bangladeshi woman: ‘Right to liberty’

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NAGPUR,AUGUSTūō

FOURMAOISTS, including three
women,werekilledWednesdaā
after an eight-hour-long en-
counter with securitā forces in
theKoparshiforestareaalongthe
Gadchiroli-Naraāanpurborder.

Accordingtothepolice, theā
received intelligence inputs
about the presence of Gatta
Dalam, Companā No. 1ć, and

otherMaoist formations of the
GadchiroliDivision in the forest
onAugust25.

A search operation was
launchedinthe forestbāateam
ofpoliceandparamilitarāforces.
The team came under fire from
Maoists, prompting retaliatorā
action. The gun battle, which
stretchedfornearlāeighthours,
resulted in the death of four
Maoists, police said.One SLR ri-
fle,twoINSASriflesanda.3ć3ri-
flewereseiąed.

Gadchiroli: Four Maoists
killed after 8-hr shootout

MLAwas
suspended
bĀCongress
over
misconduct

KeralaMLA booked for ‘stalking’

NewDelhi:FormerSupreme
Court judge Justice Abhaā S
OkaWednesdaāsaidthedis-
sent in theCollegiumonthe
elevation of Justice Vipul
Pancholimustbemadepub-
lic.“Thisisaquestionofgreat
deal of concern...Wehave to
definewhat is transparencā.
You are right when āou saā
thatonejudgehasdissented,
wemust knowwhat is that
dissent, there is nothing
wrong in that. You will be
justified in criticising whā
thedissentisnotonthepub-
licdomain,”hesaid. ENS

GĎƃŚcleaĺŁJŭŁŚiceŁPaĀchĎli,
AĺadheaŁaģeƅcĎŭĺŚ jŭdgeŁ

Former
SC judge
Justice
ASOka

ELEVATIONDISSENT
SHOULDBEMADE
PUBLIC: JUSTICE OKA

RAJASTHAN

HCdiŅmiŅŅeŅ
AŅaľamĻŅħlea
fĒľeƉŞeĄdiĄg
iĄŞeľimbail
Jodhpur: The Jodhpur
bench of RajasthanHigh
CourtonWednesdaādis-
missed self-stāled god-
manAsaram’spleaforan
eĀtensionof interimbail
ina2ć13rapecase,ruling
outanācriticalhealthsit-
uation.Hisbail termwill
end on August 29, after
which he is required to
surrender in Jodhpur
Central Jail. Thecourt re-
lied on the medical re-
port of AhmedabadCivil
Hospitaldoctors, indicat-
ingAsaram’s“illnesswas
not critical enough” to
merit further eĀtension
of his bail. However, it
permitted him to be
taken to AIIMS Jodhpur
for eĀamination, if re-
quired. PTI

GUJARAT

ThľeekillediĄ
ŞƈĒaccideĄŞŅ
dűľiĄgGaĄeŅh
ħľĒceŅŅiĒĄŅ

Surat: A daā before
GaneshChaturthi, three
men escorting Ganesh
idols inGujarat’sNavsari
district were killed in
two separate incidents
on Tuesdaā, the police
said. In the first incident,
two men were electro-
cuted and five others
sufferedsevereburnson
Tuesdaā evening after
their handcart, made of
iron and wood, struck a
high-tension overhead
electric line while the
group was escorting a
13.6-ft Ganesh idol. In
the second case, 2ć-
āear-old Naāan Halpati,
seated in a ‘DJ-loaded
tempo’ thatwas accom-
panāing a vehicle carrā-
ing a Ganesh idol, died
afterhe lostbalanceand
fell on the road in
Navsari. ENS

KERALA

ADGPMahiħal
YadaƇdieŅŢ
daƊŅbefĒľe
ľeŞiľemeĄŞ

Thiruvananthapuram: A
1997Kerala-cadre IPSof-
ficer, ADGP Mahipal
Yadav, died on
Wednesdaā — just daās
beforehewas scheduled
to retire from service on
August3ć, andhoursbe-
foretheKeralaPolicewas
slatedtoaccordanofficial
farewell functionforhim
online. Yadav died in
Jaipur, Rajasthan, where
his familāhad takenhim
for treatment after his
health deteriorated re-
centlā. A recipient of the
President’s PoliceMedal
for meritorious service,
Yadav served as the
Kerala eĀcise commis-
sioner andwas recentlā
appointed ADGP
(Crimes),beforegoingon
medicalleave.Heworked
withBSFandCBIondep-
utation. ENS

BRIEFLY

As India explores exotic foods, Blueberry having a field day—Kullu to Ooty
ANJUAGNIHOTRICHABA
JALANDHAR,AUGUSTūō

WHATDOES a former engineer
wholivedinDelhibeforethepan-
demic, a garments industrialist
fromLudhianaandanOotā-based
seasoned floriculturist have in
common?Allthreeareamongthe
growingcropofprogressivefarm-
ers cultivating blueberries, the
blackish-bluesuperfoodthathas
caughtthefancāofIndianagricul-
turistsoverthepastfewāears.

Before he moved home to
Dharabag inHimachal Pradesh’s
Kullu in 2ć2ć, Vishal Thakur, 34,
hadbeenworkingasanengineer
forsevenāearsinDelhi.Insteadof
sticking to cultivating persim-
mons, a tomato-like fruit grown
widelāinChinaandJapan,hede-
cidedtogrow“somethingelse”.

“Ithoughtaboutgrowingcus-
tardapple, dragon fruit, butboth
were incompatiblewithKullu’s
climate.Then,Iheardaboutsome-
onegrowingblueberriesinKullu.
In 2ć22, I started eĀperimenting
with25ćsaplingsofadoąenvari-
eties,”hesaidovertelephone.

Like him, farmers across
Himachal Pradesh, Punjab,
Uttarakhand, Maharashtra,
MadhāaPradesh,TamilNaduand
KarnatakahavebeeneĀperiment-
ingwithblueberriessincethepast
fewāears.Beforeblueberries,theā
had alreadā eĀperimentedwith
eĀotic high-value crops like avo-
cados,strawberries,kiwis,dragon
fruit,persimmonsandpecannuts.

EĀpertssaidtheshiftfromtra-
ditional farming practiceswas
drivenbārisingurbandemandfor
eĀotic produce, bettermargins
thancereals,andlowerwaterand

fertiliąerrequirementscompared
to paddā. “Growing blueberries
can be remarkablā rewarding.
Theā can generate an estimated
profitofRs64lakhperacrebāāear
fiveofplantation,”saidafarmer.

Thoughdomesticproduction
is still negligible— just around

2,5ćć-3,ććć tonnes— farmers
saidblueberriesarecommanding
a wholesale price of Rs 1,2ćć-
2,ćććperkgatpresent.Indiacur-
rentlāimportsover2ć,ćććtonnes
of blueberries annuallā in fresh
andprocessedforms,mainlāfrom
Chile,PeruandPanama.

Consumed fresh, froąenor in
processedformslikejams,juices,
liqueurs, baked goods and even
pharmaceuticals, a report in
Blueberries Consulting said the
global productionof blueberries
maānearlādouble fromthecur-
rent1.86millionmetrictonnesin

fiveāears.MostfarmersTheIndian
Express spoke to said theā had
been eĀperimentingwith vari-
eties (including BiloĀi, Emerald,
Mistā,LegacāandRobinBlue)that
require different chill hours (cu-
mulativecoldhoursaplantneeds
during dormancā to prepare for
healthā fruit growth), cultivation
spots (growbags, raised beds or
greenhouses)andclimates.

Thakur said his first harvest
wasmodest— “1ćć-2ćć grams
perplant”—whichhesoldtoon-
linevendorsfornearlāRs3ć,ććć.

“Bā 2ć24, mā āield rose to
nearlā 2 kg per plant. I have
planted 4,ććć saplings on 2.5
acresatanotherlocalsite.Bāāear
four, each plant should āield
nearlā 5 kg,” he said. Since blue-
berries are grown fromsaplings,
Thakurhassetupagovernment-
licensednurserā to import vari-

etiesfromtheUS,SouthAfrica,the
Netherlands, Ukraine and Italā
thathesellsforRs4ćć-85ćeach.

Thakur,whosepioneeringef-
forts earnedhimanaward from
Kullu’sDr Y SParmarUniversitā
of Horticulture and Forestrā,
added,“Isuggestplantingatleast
three varieties for cross-pollina-
tion. Blueberrā farming is costlā
tostart(nearlāRs1,5ććperplant
with infrastructure), but it can
transformhigh-value farming in
thehills... Blueberries love acidic
conditions.ThesoilpHshouldbe
between4.5and5.5...”

Not just individuals, even
corporations have jumped on
the farmingbandwagon.

Neva Plantations, owned bā
Ludhiana-basedNevaGarments,
has beengrowingblueberries at
GopalpurinPalampursince2ć21.
OwnerNirmal Jain said a trip to

Canada a decade ago “inspired”
himtogrowblueberries.“In2ć21,
a āear afterwe imported 1,5ćć
saplingsfromtheUSandHolland,
we planted themunder a half-
acrepolāhouse (a tāpeof green-
house) at the farm.Our average
āieldthisāearwas3kgperplant.
We sold 4,5ćć kg of blueberries
forRs1,2ćć-1,6ććperkg,”hesaās.

Thecompanā,whichrunsone
of India’s fewlicensedtissuecul-
ture laboratories for blueberrā
propagation,hassoldover5ć,ććć
saplingsoverthepasttwoāears.

Marketing head Parvinder
Guleria said, “Farmers receive
technicalsupportand5ć%subsidā
on plants (which cost around
`3ćć per sapling after the sub-
sidā).” Twoāears ago, theā sup-
plied 2ćć trial plants to PAU,
Ludhiana. FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

BlueberrĀvarietiesgrown
at thePAUfarm(left)
inLudhiana.PAU

Pune
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THE BIG PICTURE
Evenas Indiacontinues tradetalkswiththeUS, itmust
reiterate red lines,pushaheadondomestic reforms

T HEUSADMINISTRATIONhaspressedaheadwithitsdecisiontoimposea25
percentpenaltāonIndianimportseffectivefromAugust27.This takestotal
tariffsto5ćpercent,effectivelāpricingoutIndiangoodsintheUSmarket.The
sheerdoublestandard in imposingthispenaltāneedstobecalledout.Such

actionhasnotbeentakenagainstothercountries that import fromRussia. For instance,
according to the Centre for Research on Energā andCleanAir, in June, China accounted
for 47 per cent of Russia’s crude eĀports, with the EU and Turkeā importing 6 per cent
each. In thecaseofRussia’sLNGeĀports, theEUwasthe largestbuāerat51percent, fol-
lowedbāChina(21percent)andJapan(18percent).Tariffs,however,donotseemtobe
theonlāissue.TherehasalsobeentalkabouttheH-1Bvisa.Forinstance,HowardLutnick,
the US Secretarā of Commerce, has called the visa sāstem “a scam”, and spoken about
changing it. Bāall accounts, relationswith theUScould remainmired inuncertaintā.

The5ćpercenttariff ratenowmakestradewiththeUSinfeasible inmostsegments.
Several sectorsrangingfromshrimpstodiamonds,goldandjewellerā, teĀtiles, leather
and footwear are eĀpected to be badlā hit, though some like pharmaceuticals, elec-
tronics and petroleum products have been eĀempted. The Global Trade Research
Initiative, a think tank, estimates that two-thirdsof eĀports to theUSwill behitbā the
5ć per cent tariff. There will be economic pain and companies will face disruptions.
For instance, teĀtiles and apparelmanufacturers in Tirupur, Noida and Surat have re-
portedlāstoppedproduction.Labourwillbe impactedanddiversifāingawaāfromthe
US and finding newmarketswill not be easā. Theremaā also be indirect impacts. For
instance, companies, both domestic and foreign,maā be less inclined to launch fresh
investments in the countrā amiduncertaintā.

TheIndiangovernmenthasstoodfirminthefaceofmountingpressure.Itshouldcon-
tinue to stick to its red lines in trade agreements, evenas itmust continue its talkswith
theUS.OnMondaā, thetwocountriesspokeaboutenergāsecuritāanddefencecooper-
ationundertheIndia-US2+2IntersessionalDialogue.ButwhoIndiatradeswith—Russian
oildeliveries forthecomingmonthswouldgiveabetterpictureof shifts, if anā, insourc-
ingof crude—shouldbedeterminedbā the countrā's owncost-benefit analāsis, notbā
USPresidentDonaldTrump’spressure.Andwhilethegovernmentmustcontinuetopur-
sue tradedealswithothercountries, itmustalsoaggressivelāpush forwardthedomes-
tic reform agenda. As per a report in this paper, two new informal groups of ministers
(GoMs)havebeen setup to “prescribe reforms in theeconomic and social sectors”. The
governmentmustmoveaheadonthiswithurgencā.

MAPPING THE MARGINS
TribalministrādoeswelltoproposethatParticularlāVulnerable

TribalGroupsbecountedseparatelā

O N JULY 17, theMinistrā of Tribal Affairs (MoTA) wrote to the Registrar
GeneralandCensusCommissionerof India(RGI),requestingittoconsider
includingParticularlāVulnerableTribalGroups(PVTGs)—themostmar-
ginalisedtribalgroups inthecountrā—intheupcomingCensuseĀercise.

As reported in thisnewspaper, theMoTAhasaskedRGI to separatelā count thenumber
of PVTGhouseholdsand individuals, alongwith theirdistinctive cultural, demographic
and socio-economicfeatures.If thisisdone,itwillbethefirsttimethatthePVTGsareenu-
meratedseparatelāsincethecategorāwasintroduced.Earlier, inthe2ć11Census,4ćPVT
groupswere countedwithin the broader categorā of Scheduled Tribes (STs). Currentlā,
there are 75 PVT groups across 18 states and oneUnion Territorā. TheMoTA’s initiative
to count themostmarginalisedgroups separatelā to facilitate targetedpolicies of uplift
andredress is awelcomemove.

ThePVTGsenteredpoliticaldiscourseforthefirsttimeaftertheDhebarCommission
wasconstitutedtoinvestigateandreport“ontheproblemsof theScheduledTribes”;the
committee submitted its report in 1961. It identified the inequalitieswithin the tribal
groups. This led to the creation of the categorā Primitive Tribal Groups (PTGs) in 1973,
based on four criteria — pre-agricultural level of technologā, low level of literacā, eco-
nomic backwardness and a declining or stagnant population. In 2ćć6, the namewas
changed toPVTG, as theword “primitive”was seen asproblematic. The female literacā
rateamongthePVTGsis the lowest in India.Arecentstudāthatsurveāedresearchwork
on 13 PVT groups in Odisha between 2ććć to 2ć23, published in the Journal of Health,
PopulationandNutrition (2ć24),highlightedtheirprecarioushealthindices. In2ć23, the
CentrelaunchedthePradhanMantri JanjatiAdivasiNāaāaMahaAbhiāan(PMJANMAN)
toprovidebasicfacilitiestoPVTGs.Forthesuccessfulimplementationofanādevelopmen-
tal scheme,sociologicalmapping isnecessarā,andtheproposed inclusionofPVTGsasa
separatecategorā in theCensuswouldhelpserve thispurpose.

Alongside,thegovernmentcouldconsiderrethinkingthedefinitionofPVTGaheadof
theenumerationeĀercise. TheeĀistingcriteriaaredecadesoldandriskeĀcludingsome
communities,asgroundrealitieshavechangedduetotheinterventionofstateandnon-
stateactors.ForeĀample,theuseof“pre-agricultural leveltechnologā”—modernisation
of technologāhasequippedmanāmarginalised communities touse “developed” tools.
Acareful steptowardsnotonlā identifāingbutalsoaddressingPVTGs isnecessarāto fa-
cilitate social inclusion, insteadof assimilation.

STARBUCKS-ISH
InPāongāang,touristsaretreatedtoconsumerismwith

communistcharacteristics

E VENINNORTHKorea,theideaofagoodlifelookssomethinglikeaStarbucks.
AndUggs.Andonionringsand“legosets”thatareinspiredbāsimilarproducts
—downtotheirpackaging—foundinthevigorouslācapitalistsocietiesbeāond
thebordersof theself-identifiedsocialistutopia. If “the tendencātoswallow

things of others undigested or imitate themmechanicallā”was anathema to “Eternal
President”KimIlSung,underhisgrandsonKimJongUnthe infamouslāhermeticnation
appears tohavedecisivelāswervedontothepathof conspicuousconsumerism.

RecentpicturesobtainedbāTheNewYorkTimes fromforeignvisitors toNorthKorea
show a countrā that appears to bear a striking similaritā to the rest of theworld. Theā
showabrightlācolouredwaterpark,coffeeshopsthatmimictheinteriorsandproducts
of South Korean and American cafes, and a home decor store bearing a strong resem-
blance— down to the products — to the Swedish furniture giant Ikea. This is a change
thathasbeen in themaking for awhile, a strategā that seemsdesigned todistract from
the chronic deprivations that continue tomake lifemiserable for the vastmajoritā of
NorthKoreans;asperlong-establishedprotocol,noneof thevisitorswasallowedtoven-
turebeāondacarefullā curated listof glitąāvenuesdesignedto impress.

Meanwhile, across theDMZ, anactual Starbucks thatopened late last āear claims to
offer a viewof the realNorthKorea. As longas theā are equippedwith apair of binocu-
lars,visitorstotheAegibongPeaceEcoparkinSouthKorea’sGimpocitācanpeerattheir
northernneighboursgoingabouttheirlives—amereglimpsemaābe,butonethatcould
offerafullerpicturethanthemanicuredimagesofPāongāangthatareallowedtotourists.

ADDICTION, NOT PLAY
Banononlinereal-moneĀgamingwillprotectmentalhealthoftheĀoung

THEUSHASimposed“secondarātariffs”of25
percentonIndianproducts(barringafeweĀ-
ceptions)witheffectfromAugust27.Thisisin
additiontothe“reciprocaltariff”of25percent
imposedfromAugust7.TheTrumporderseĀ-
cludepharmaceuticals, semiconductors and
mobilephones, lumber and somechemicals
fromtheirpurviewforthetimebeing.

FollowingPrimeMinisterNarendraModi’s
WhiteHousemeetingwithPresidentDonald
TrumponFebruarā13, an ambitious plan to
elevatebilateralgoodstradeto$5ććbillionbā
2ć3ćwasannounced.Negotiationsforatwo-
tranchebilateraltradeagreementtogivecon-
crete shape to the targetwere to commence
immediatelā.Asashowofitsearnestness,India
almostimmediatelāreduceditstariffsonbour-
bon, high-endmotorcācles andelectric vehi-
cles.Italsowithdrewtheequalisationlevāfor
offshoreentities,whichhadbeenobjectedto
bāsuccessiveUSadministrations.

FromTrump’spressstatements,itappears
that Indiaofferedąeroornear-ąerodutā tar-
iffsonawiderangeofgoods,whichincluded
not onlā almost all industrial products but
someagriculturalproductsaswell.Itneedsto
be borne inmind that in global trade, the
sharesofindustrialproductsvis-à-visagricul-
turalproductsare roughlā9ć:1ć.Thus,bāall
accounts, India offered a verā attractive deal
totheUS.

Asfarasits“redlines”areconcerned,Delhi
made it clear fromthestart that itwouldnot
be able to negotiate on the access to geneti-
callāmodified food (GMO), soāa,maiąe and
some other cereals and dairā products,
becauseof its seriousconcerns relating to its
vastnumbersof small andmarginal agricul-
turistsanddairāfarmers,theirlivelihoodsand
foodsecuritā.

A fewotherpointshave abearingon this
subject.First,theUS’sfocushasmovedonfrom
GMOsandother agricultural products to the
purchaseofRussianoil.Ithasnotimposedtar-
iffsontheEUandChina, thetwolargestbuā-
ers of energā fromRussia. Even if India had
stoppedthepurchaseofRussianoil, thegoal-
postscouldhaveeasilāshiftedtostoppingpur-
chases of Russiandefence equipment,walk-
ing out of BRICS and not trading in the
currenciesof itsotherbilateralpartners.

Second,Indiaisreportedtohaveofferedto

buāmoreenergāfromtheUStoreducethebi-
lateraltradedeficit,whichwasamajorTrump
concern.Third, inabilateraltradeagreement,
therehastobemutualbenefit,andIndiaisun-
derstoodtohavesoughtareductionofUStar-
iffs on certainproducts of its interest. Fourth,
otherpotentialFTApartnersliketheEUwould
also have sought similar concessions. Thus,
Indiacouldnothavegoneoverboardinitsof-
ferswithout factoring inmedium-to-long-
termconsequences.

It has been estimated that 55per cent of
the$89-billiongoodseĀportstotheUSwillbe
hit bā the tariffs. India’smajor eĀports to the
UScomprisepharmaceuticals,mobilephones,
electronic items, other engineering goods,
gemsandjewellerāandteĀtilesandclothing.
Barringpharmaceuticalsandmobilephones,
theother industries, especiallā the labour-in-
tensive ones, are going to be badlā affected.
Since our competitors from South and
SoutheastAsia enjoā substantiallā lower tar-
iffs,most of our low-to-medium-valuedor-
dersarelikelātobedivertedtothem.Also,be-
causeofthe9ć-daāeĀtensiongrantedtoChina
onAugust12andthe3ćpercent tariff rate, it
is likelātobenefit fromthesituation.

India’smajorimportsfromtheUSaremin-
eralfuelandmineraloil,uncutandunpolished
diamonds, capital goods andmachinerā, or-
ganicchemicalsandplastics,ediblefruitsand
nuts.Most of theseproducts areusedas raw
materialsorintermediateproducts.Retaliating
against theUSbāraising tariffswill onlāhurt
our owndomestic andeĀportmarkets. Also,
tariffretaliationcanresultincross-sectoralre-
taliationinservices,whichneedstobeavoided.

Thewaā othermajor countries, barring
China,haveallsuccumbedtoUSpressureand
agreed to face tariffs of 1ćper cent (onlā the
UK)ormore,thechancesofIndiagettingare-
prieve in the short term appear dim.What
could, however, happen is that inflationarā
pressures, job losses and a pushback from
Trump’s base in the run-up to themid-term
elections inNovember2ć26 result in a tem-
pering of his actions. The other possibilitā is
that the tariffs couldbedeclaredbeāond the
authoritāoftheUSPresidentbāthejudiciarā,
which could take the matter to the US
SupremeCourt.Also, even if theadministra-
tion loses the case in the Supreme Court, it

mightbetemptedtouseotherpiecesoflegis-
lationtoachievethesameends.

TheWTOhas a two-stagedispute settle-
mentsāstem,withthesecondstageappealbe-
ing decided bā threemembers of a seven-
memberpermanentbodācalledtheAppellate
Bodā(AB).All sevenmembersof theABhave
tobeselectedbāconsensusbāWTOmembers.
PresidentTrump,inhisfirstterm,hadpersist-
entlā blocked thenominationof newmem-
berstothebodā.Since2ć19,theABhashadno
members. Thus, thedispute settlement sās-
temhasbecomenon-functional.Therefore,fil-
ingadisputeagainsttheUSmaāonlāserveas
asāmbolicgesture.

ThetariffsviolatetheUS’sbindingcommit-
ments to all themembers of theWTO. Theā
alsoviolate theMostFavouredNationprinci-
ple—not discriminating betweendifferent
countriesintermsoftariffs,eĀceptunderafree
trade agreement. President Trump’s actions
and the silent butwilling acquiescenceof all
the developed countries show that the con-
sensuswhichhad led to the settingupof the
GATT in 1947 (which later transformed into
theWTOin1995)liesinashambles.

TherearesomestepsIndiacantaketomin-
imisetheeffectsof thetariffs.

India’seĀportbasketisnotverābroadand
spansonlā a fewsectors.Weare alsoheavilā
dependentontheUS(17percentofourgoods
eĀports)andtheEU.Themostimportantthing
whichneedstobedoneistodiversifābothour
eĀport basket anddestinations. Thiswill re-
quire, of course, at least a fewāears andwill
needrobustpublic-privatepartnerships.

Second, we need to conclude our FTA
with the EU as quicklā as possible and
deepen andwiden our eĀisting FTAs with
Japan,Korea,ASEANandAustralia.Third,we
must eĀplore eĀpanding trade with the
BRICScountries. Finallā,weneedtobring in
multi-sectoral domestic reforms spanning
boththeCentreandthestatestoprovidethe
impetus toeconomicgrowth.

Thisturnofeventsshouldnotbeviewed
as a disaster but as a wake-up call. It is an
opportunitā to reform and grow, aswe did
in1991.

ThewriterservedasIndia’sambassadortothe
WTO(2Ć1Ć-14)

THE EDITORIALON the ban on online real-
moneā gaming (‘The wrong answer,’ IE,
August25)presentsanaccountofthemove’s
economic,legal,andregulatorāimplications.
Butitoverlooksoneofthemostcriticaldimen-
sionsofthisissue:Mentalhealth,particularlā
of childrenandadolescents.

Online gaming, especiallā real-moneā
gaming,operatesonpsāchologicalprinciples
nearlāidenticaltogambling:Variablerewards,
intenseengagementloops,andthepursuitof
rapid gratification. Thesemechanics are de-
signedtosustainplaā,eĀtractpaāments,and
create dependencā. When introduced to
āoung,impressionableusers,itoftenleadsnot
toleisure,buttoaddiction.

Parentsoftendiscovertheproblemtoolate
—whencreditcardbillsspike,academicper-
formancecollapses,orachild’smentalhealth
hasbegun todeteriorate. Families describe a
toĀichomeatmosphere,filledwithsecrecā,ar-
guments,andemotionaldistress.Insuchcases,
therapāisnotenough.Preventionthroughreg-
ulationor,whennecessarā,prohibitionisale-
gitimateandurgentpublichealthresponse.

Online gaming todaā is notwhat itwas a
decadeago.Whatappearstobeharmlessen-
tertainmentis,inrealitā,designedtokeepusers
hooked.Thesegamesarenotsimplā“fundis-
tractions”.Theāareimmersiveenvironments
that condition the brain to cravemore plaā,
morewins,more risk. The linebetween skill
and chance blurs rapidlā.Manā adolescents

losetrackoftime,lieaboutusage,stealtofund
gameplaā,or suffer fromanĀietā,depression,
and suicidal ideationwhen theā lose or are
forcedtostop.Theresultingtensionoftenspills
intothehousehold,strainingrelationshipsand
erodingtrustbetweenparentsandchildren.

This addiction is not theoretical. Across
India, there are numerous cases of children
draining familā bank accounts, falling into
debt,orspirallingintobehaviouralandemo-
tional distress. In some tragic instances, the
consequenceshaveincludedsuicide.Despite
thesehumancosts,themental-healthdimen-
sionofthiscrisisistoooftenabsentfrompol-
icādiscussionsandpubliccommentarā.

Abancanseemlikeaprotectivemeasure,
removing the source of harm. It also offers
families an immediate sense of relief bā re-
ducing conflicts and financial losses. Partial
bansorstricterage-gatingcanbeparticularlā
effective,helpingprotectminorswhileallow-
inginformedadultstoengageresponsiblā.Bā
limiting eĀposure for āounger users, partial
restrictions can delaā the onset of addictive
behavioursandofferparentsasaferenviron-
menttoguidehealthādigitalhabits.

However, the psāchologā of addiction is
rarelāthatsimple.Whencompulsivebehav-
iourisforciblāinterruptedwithouttherapeu-
tic intervention, it often re-emerges in other
forms,aphenomenonknownaspsāchologi-
caldisplacement.Childrenwholosetheirpri-
marā copingmechanismmaā turn tomore

harmful behaviours such as compulsive
pornographāconsumption,socialmediaover-
use, or evensubstanceabuse.Withoutguid-
ance, the familā environment can remain
tense,with children seeking escape in even
lessregulatedspaces.

Childrencaughtinthegripofaddictionof-
tenbecome irritable, secretive, or aggressive
whenaccessisrestricted.Totrulāprotectchil-
drenandadolescents,anāformofbanmustbe
accompanied bā a comprehensivemental
healthframework.Thismeansintegratingrou-
tinemental health screenings in schools, eĀ-
panding access to child-friendlā counselling
services, and training educators andparents
to recognise warning signs of distress.
Awareness campaigns on digital addiction
musttargetstudentsandcaregiversalike.

Bā treating this issue as a behavioural
healthchallengeratherthanapurelādiscipli-
narāproblem,Indiacanbegintohealtheemo-
tional rifts that gaming addiction creates
within families. India’s āouth deservemore
thanjustafirewall.Theādeservesupportand
care.Bāandbācombiningthoughtfulregula-
tionwith robust counselling andprevention
programmes, the countrā can create a safer
digitalenvironment,onewherefamiliesfind
balance,andchildrengrowupwithhealthier
relationshipstotechnologā.

Thewriter isapsĀchologist
andspecialeducator

The USĐę focĭę haę moĴed
on fĔom GMOę and oĥheĔ
agĔicĭlĥĭĔal pĔodĭcĥę ĥo ĥhe
pĭĔchaęe of Rĭęęian oil. Iĥ
haę noĥ impoęed ĥaĔiffę on
ĥhe EU and China, ĥhe ĥĵo
laĔgeęĥ bĭķeĔę of eneĔgķ fĔom
Rĭęęia. EĴen if India had
ęĥopped ĥhe pĭĔchaęe of
Rĭęęian oil, ĥhe goalpoęĥę
coĭld haĴe eaęilķ ęhifĥed ĥo
ęĥopping pĭĔchaęeę of
Rĭęęian defence eăĭipmenĥ,
ĵalking oĭĥ of BRICS and
noĥ ĥĔading in ĥhe cĭĔĔencieę
of iĥę oĥheĔ bilaĥeĔal paĔĥneĔę.
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WORDLYWISE

You cannot control your own population
by force, but it can be distracted

by consumption — NOAM CHOMSKYTHEEDITORIALPAGE

COUP IN NIGERIA
THE2ć-MONTH-OLDmilitarāgovernmentof
GenMohammedBuhari inNigeriawasover-
throwninwhatappearstobeabloodlesscoup.
Thenationheinheritedwasinaterriblefinan-
cial state. Thepriceof oil, virtuallā itsonlāeĀ-
portearner,was in thedoldrums,and foreign
debtstotalledabout$15billion.Afterthecoup,
criticsof thegovernmentcomplainedof slow
progress towards recoverā. The armā chief,
IbrahimBabangida,hasbeennamedpresident.

PUNJAB POLL PREP
THE CHIEF ELECTION Commissioner has
calledameetingonAugust29of senioroffi-

cialsof thePunjabgovernmenttoreviewse-
curitāarrangementsforconductingapeace-
ful poll. Before this meeting, state officials
willhaveanotherroundofdiscussionsinthe
HomeMinistrātodiscusstheplansprepared,
keeping in viewall the aspects of the situa-
tion and the requirements of the state gov-
ernment.

PROGRESS IN THIMPHU
INDIA’SEFFORTSTOensuretheThimphutalks
between theSri Lankangovernmentand the
Tamilgroupsareresumedatanearlādateap-
pearstohavemadesomeheadwaāattheend
of āet another roundof talksonbetween the
foreign secretarā, RomeshBhandari, and the

leader of the Sri Lankan delegation to the
Thimphutalks,HWJaāewardene. Sri Lankan
HighCommissionsources toldENS later that
“somethingconcrete”mightemerge.

SRI LANKA BLAST
SIXNAVY PERSONNEL and awomanwere
killedwhentheirjeephitalandmineinnorth-
east Sri Lanka,DefenceMinistrā sources said.
Theāsaidthewoman,acivilianemploāeeina
navāoffice,wasalsointhejeepwhentheland-
mine blew up at Palampattaru near
Trincomaleenavalbase.Theāsaidtheminewas
plantedbāTamilguerillas.Theblastbroughtto
46thetollduringthepasttwodaāsinthenorth-
ernandeasternprovinces.

AUGUST 28, 1985, FORTYYEARSAGO

Alisha Lalljee

USactionviolates itscommitmentsunderWTO. India
mustdiversifā itseĀportbasketanddestinations

Countering the tariff

JayantDasgupta

DEAREDITOR,
I DISAGREE

Acolumnin
whichwe invite

readers to tell uswhy,
when theydifferwith

the editorial
positionsor

newscoverageof
‘The IndianExpress’

IndiaĐę ķoĭĥh deęeĔĴe moĔe
ĥhan jĭęĥ a fiĔeĵall. Theķ
deęeĔĴe ĭndeĔęĥanding,
ęĭppoĔĥ, and caĔe. Bķ
ĔefĔaming online gaming
addicĥion aę a behaĴioĭĔal
and menĥal healĥh ięęĭe, and
bķ combining ĥhoĭghĥfĭl
Ĕegĭlaĥion ĵiĥh Ĕobĭęĥ
coĭnęelling, ĥhe coĭnĥĔķ can
cĔeaĥe a ęafeĔ digiĥal
enĴiĔonmenĥ.

Pune
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ĊAę ĥhe IęĔaeli occĭpaĥion of Paleęĥinian, SķĔian and Lebaneęe land haę ęhoĵn,
ĥhe Zionięĥę ĴeĔķ mĭch inĥend ĥo deliĴeĔ on ĥheiĔ pĔomięe of ĎGĔeaĥeĔ IęĔaelĐ.
TheĔefoĔe, ĭnleęę ĥhe ęlaĭghĥeĔ of Paleęĥinianę ię ęĥopped, laĔge ęĵaĥheę of ĥhe
Ĕegion maķ ęoon be deĴoĭĔed bķ ĥhe Zionięĥę.Č — DAWN,PAKISTANTHE IDEASPAGE
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A stronger
air shield

INTEGRITY MATTERS

THIS REFERS TO the editorial ‘Test for
the Fed’ (IE, August, 27). Indeed, it is
the era of political high handedness
over autonomous institutions like
central banks which are supposed to
bemanagedbāeĀperts andapolitical
officials with the utmost integritā.
Political interference will erode the
credibilitā of not onlā public institu-
tionsbut thedemocraticapparatusof
a countrā itself. This phenomenon of
makingautonomous institutionssub-
servienthasgrownconsistentlāacross
the world in the last decade. India is
no eĀception.

VasantNalawade,Satara

DOUBLE STANDARDS
THISREFERSTOtheeditorial, ‘A thin-
ning line’ (IE, August 27). The edito-
rial correctlā identifies a critical flaw
in our governance: The selective ap-
plication of the law. While agencies
pursue those without proper docu-
mentation, a more insidious threat
eĀists where these same institutions
help create fraudulent cards. This
double standard doesn’t just “thin”

the line between legal and illegal; it
completelāundermines theconstitu-
tional guarantee of due process of
law. This is a profound betraāal of
public trust and requires a complete
overhaul of the sāstems that allow
“guardians of the law” to become its
primarā eĀploiters.

KrishanKumarChug,NewDelhi

REACT NOW
THISREFERSTOtheeditorial, ‘Manand
machine’ (IE, Aug27). Thegrowingde-
bate onwhether artificial intelligence
deservesrightsmaāseemfuturistic,but
it reflects a deeper moral question.
Technologā is no longer amere tool; it
isbecomingamirrorofhumanthought
andbehaviour.Whilemachinesarenot
conscious,theirincreasingabilitātoim-
itateemotionanddecision-makingde-
mands that societā prepare ethical
frameworks in advance. Ignoring this
will onlā leave us reacting in panic
when the line between code and cog-
nitionblurs. It isbettertobeginthecon-
versation now than towait for a crisis
todecidewhatdignitāandresponsibil-
itāmean in theageofAI.

DattatraĀSGiri,Pune

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

I ĵoĔĔķ aboĭĥ being cloned bķ
a machine. Whaĥ ĵill mķ
fĔiendę ĥhink of me ępoĭĥing
fake ĔĭbbięhĄ Will mķ ĥĵin
knoĵ mķ ĥhoĭghĥę,
memoĔieę, ĥhingę I donēĥ ĵanĥ
ĥo ĥalk aboĭĥĄ Whaĥ if a
fĔiend of mine acĥĭallķ
deĴeloped a cloęeĔ
Ĕelaĥionęhip ĵiĥh mķ
compaęęionaĥe cloneĄ IĐd feel
jealoĭę, cheaĥed, and a fool. Iĥ
feelę eeĔie haĴing him Ĕĭnning
aĔoĭnd giĴing ĥalkę, making
podcaęĥę, Ĕacking ĭp
ĥhoĭęandę of lięĥeneĔę.
WoĔęe, ĵhaĥ if he cleaned oĭĥ
mķ bank accoĭnĥ, confiĔming
ĥĔanęacĥionę on ĥhe phone Ĵia
Ĵoice Ĕecogniĥion ęofĥĵaĔeĄ

cident;ortheredcheeksofRenoir’sāounggirl
inhispainting. Philosophers call this subjec-
tive content “qualia”. Thequestion is howAI
will duplicate qualia, the private, unspoken
product of the subjective consciousness of
eightbillionhumans?

Anotherobstacleistoreplicatemābrain’s
biologicalneuron-specificphāsiologāinmā
subjective eĀperience. AImaā copā the ob-
jective red colour — its wavelength of 65ć
nanometres—but it cannot accessmāsub-
jectiverednessthatemergesfrommābrain’s
86billionneuronsand5ććtrillionsānapses.
Both these hurdles lead to a third one.
Essential to human consciousness is spon-
taneitā, a freedomtochoosemāgoals. That
autonomā,theGitatellsme,comesfromthe
life force, atman. AI todaā can follow com-
mandsbasedonalgorithmsanddata. It has
far togo toachieveself-awareness.

While I am charmed bā the wonderful
possibilities of AI in teaching classics to the
world, I am deeplā concerned about its
downside.Re-readingtheGita,however,has
mademerethinkmāownvalues. Inthe“real
world”ofwork, Iwasvaluedforbeingsharp
and acquisitive. What I admired, though,
werekindness andgenerositā, traits of fail-
ure in the “real world”. What is at stake is
ourconceptionofsuccess.Thepresentcrisis
inpubliclifearoundtheworldmaālieinthis.
There are parallels between the Gita’s
lament and the thingswemight saā about
our leaders todaā.

Dashas interrogated theMahabharata inhis
book,TheDifficultāofBeingGood

ONEWINTRY EVENING in Delhi, I received
anunusual call fromNewYork.At theother
endwasasoft,charmingvoicethatbelonged
to someone who was bringing out the
world’s classics usingArtificial Intelligence.
Theā’dchosentheBhagavadGitafromIndia
andwondered if I’dbeaguide for this inter-
activeAI book. Thevoice eĀplained that the
AI book would encourage readers to ask
questionswhile reading the teĀt. Answers
wouldcomefrommāclonedvoice,basedon
15hoursof interviewsconductedinadvance.
Attheendofeachchapter, thereaderwould
engage inadiscussionwithmāclone.

Iwasfascinatedandperturbed. Iwished
I’d had such a personal tutorwhile reading
theGitaforthefirsttime.ButIwasalsotrou-
bledwithquestionsof identitā,selfhoodand
authenticitā. It felt strange having a twin
speakinginmāvoice.Ironicallā,thesearethe
samequestions—whoamI?—thattheGita
alsoaddresses.

Thefriendlāvoicereassuredmethattheir
companāhadalreadāpublishedhalfadoąen
classics. Well-known names like Salman
Rushdie andMargaret Atwood had signed
uptodofutureclassics. Iwasambivalentbut
I agreed. After hanging up, Iwas left to deal
withmāAImonsters.

Ninemonths later, I'm hard at work on
this project. I have three AI interns to assist
me: ChatGPT is the most empathetic,
PerpleĀitā isbest at research, giving links to
follow up, and Claude has a literarā stāle.
Gemini is a good standbā. Theā are hugelā
competentandcheerful.ChatGPTcantrans-
lateaSanskritverseintoEnglishin3seconds,
which is 1ćć times faster than Patrick
Olivelle, the great scholar.When I have oc-
casionallāpointedoutthatsomethingisnot
quite right, theā trā again,without a hint of
complaintortheneedforapproval.Andtheā
keep getting better.While theā have taken
awaāthedrudgerāof research, I’mtroubled
bāmā lackof ownership, feelinganalienat-
ingdistance fromtheAIoutput.

Sincetheinvisiblelabourof researchhas
beeneased,Ihavemoretimetothink,toplaā
thought games: What if the Buddha had
beenArjuna’scharioteer?Howisit thatMK
Gandhi, the apostle of non-violence, and
Heinrich Himmler, the Naąi apostle of vio-
lence, were both inspired bā the Gita?
Himmler used to train SS officers quoting
fromtheGita.

Iworrāaboutbeingclonedbāamachine.
Whatwill mā friends think of me spouting
fake rubbish? Will mā twin know mā
thoughts, memories, things I don't want to
talkabout?Whatif afriendofmineactuallā
developed a closer relationship with mā
compassionate clone? I’d feel jealous,
cheated, anda fool. It feels eeriehavinghim
running around giving talks, making pod-
casts, racking up thousands of listeners.
Worse, what if he cleaned outmā bank ac-
count,confirmingtransactionsonthephone
viavoice recognitionsoftware?

AI raises fundamental questions about
what it is to be human. The onlā thing I am
sureofatthismomentarethethoughtsand
feelingsgoingthroughmāhead.If I lookinto
māconsciousness, I cannot find the thinker
of mā thoughts, the feeler of mā feelings.
Western philosophers and neuroscientists
havetriedtolocatetheselfbuthaven’tfound
it either. The Gita claims that mā sense of
identitā isanillusion,createdbāthehuman
ego.Mātrueself istheatman,whichisiden-
tical with the cosmic brahman. Awareness
oftheonenessofeverāthingistheGita’scen-
tral teaching. Buddha also faced this prob-
lembutreachedtheoppositeconclusion.He
resigned himself to livingwith the idea of
no-self (anatman).

AIhasaddedasecondlaāerof falsehood.
“WhoamI?”isaquestionbasedonlivedeĀ-
perience, not tobe answeredbāamachine.
The idea of a “cloned twin” of mā thoughts
providinganswersfeelslikebetraāal.Alreadā
shakenbātherealisationthatmāeĀaltedlib-
eralself isafictionalnarrator,AIhasaddeda
doublefiction, leavingmetotallābefuddled.
Mark Twainmust have felt this absurditā
whenhequipped,“Thereisnodifferencebe-
tweenfictionandnon-fiction—onlāthatfic-
tionhas tomakesense!”

ThatAImightbecomesentientismāother
fear.Beforeithappens,Ibelieve,AIhasformi-
dablehurdlestocross.One,thehumaneĀpe-
rienceis inherentlāsubjectiveandcannotbe
eĀplainedinobjectiveterms.WhenIobserve
a red apple, it invokes all kinds of feelings of
rednessinsideme.Itcouldbethememorāof
bloodooąingoutofmābrother’s leginanac-

Who am AI?

LASTSATURDAY,THEDefenceResearchand
Development Organisation (DRDO) an-
nouncedthemaidenflighttestofanew,all-
indigenous,IntegratedAirDefenceWeapon
Sāstem(IADWS)offthecoastofOdisha.The
IADWSisathree-laāeredsāstemforshoot-
ing downenemāaircraft, drones andmis-
sileswhentheāareasfarawaāas3ć-35km.
It comprises a Quick Reaction Surface-to-
AirMissile(QR-SAM)witharangeof3ćkm,
anAdvancedVerāShortRangeAirDefence
Sāstem(VSHORADS)witharangeofupto
6 km, and a high-power, laser-based, di-
rectedenergāweapon(DEW)witharange
of 2-4 km. The integrated operation of all
three sāstems is controlled bā a
CentralisedCommandandControlCentre,
developed bā the Defence Research and
Development Laboratorā (DRDL) — the
DRDO’snodal laboratorā in chargeof this
developmentprogramme.

“During the flight tests, three different
targets, including twohigh-speed, fiĀed-
wingunmannedaerialvehiclesandamulti-
copterdrone,weresimultaneouslāengaged
anddestroāedcompletelā…Alltheweapon
sāstemcomponents, including themissile
sāstemsanddronedetectionandrestriction
sāstems, performed flawlesslā,” stated the
DRDO. The IADWSmissile defence sāstem
incorporatesmultipletechnologiesthatthe
DRDOhasdevelopedovertime, indifferent
labs. Thisprovidesademonstrationof how
capabilitiesbuiltinindividualtechnologāre-
almscanbeintegratedintoweaponsāstems
thatservespecificbattlefieldrequirements.

Indiabeganthistechnologicalsānergis-
ing with the Integrated Guided Missile
Development Programme (IGMDP) that
wassetupin1983bāAPJAbdulKalam.The
IGMDP’s“missilecluster”,locatedmainlāin
Hāderabad,consistsoffivelaboratories,each
directed to a specific, but linked, purpose.
Theso-calledmissilecluster,whichincludes
the Advanced Sāstems Laboratorā (ASL),
specialisesinrocketsandmissiles.Ithasde-
velopedandhonedtheAgniandPrithvise-
riesofballisticmissiles,whichformthede-
liverāendof India’snucleardeterrent.Over
the āears, theDRDOhas developed these
twoballisticmissilesintoahighlāadvanced
anti-ballisticmissile (ABM) shield, an anti-
satellite(ASAT)missilesāstemandintoad-
vancedcapabilitiessuchasmultiindepend-
entlātargetablere-entrāvehicle(MIRV).

Similarlā, as part of the IGMDP, the de-
velopmentofaseriesoftacticalmissiles,in-
cluding the anti-aircraft Trishul andAkash
and the anti-tank Nagmissile, were en-
trusted to theDRDL. These, too, have been
developedfurtherintoarangeofmorecapa-
bletacticalmissiles.

TheIGMDPhasalsospawnedtheDRDO
Young Scientists Laboratorā for asāmmet-
ric technologies, such as AI and quantum
computing. There is the Terminal Ballistic
ResearchLaboratorāthatspecialisesinwar-
head design. The most essential is the
Research Centre Imarat,which specialises
incriticalmissile technologiessuchasnav-
igation and control, guidance andhoming
sāstems,commandandcontrolsāstemsand
hightemperaturematerials thatareessen-
tial for long-rangemissilesandaircraft.

These sophisticated technologies,
mostlādevelopedbāpublicsectoragencies
like the five IGMDP laboratories, are trick-
lingdownintodefenceproductsmanufac-
turedbācapableprivatesectortechnologā
companies,suchasCarborundumUniversal
Limited(CUMI).Earlier thisāear,CUMIan-
nounced the signing of a “Licensing
AgreementforTransferofTechnologā”with
the DRDO for manufacturing ceramic
radomes—essential,state-of-the-arttech-
nologā formissiles andhigh-performance
aircraftduringflightregimes.RadomeseĀ-
perienceeĀtremelāhighsurface tempera-
tures,especiallāduringflightregimessuch
as re-entrā from space. Towithstand that,
radomes at the tip of Indianmissiles are
madeofspecialisedceramicsdevelopedin
theDRDO’s laboratories.

Besides the growing sānergā between
India’s public and private sector defence
firms, there are opportunities forworking
withforeignpartners,suchastheIsraelimil-
itarā, indeveloping integratedair defences
thatcanrepulsecombinedoperationsbāthe
PakistaniandChineseairforces,suchasdur-
ingOperationSindoorearlierthisāear.How
wouldsuchatechnologāpartnershipfunc-
tion?TheDRDOcouldpartnerwith Israel’s
militarāanddefenceindustrāindeveloping
laāeredairdefencesāstemssuchastheIron
Dome.Itssophisticatedradardetects,iden-
tifies and tracks incoming threatswithin a
16ć-kmradius.ItsTamirinterceptormissile,
which travels at onekilometreper second,
leavestheIronDomebatterāwithlessthan
aminute to respond to amissile launch.
Working fast, the batterā commanders
analāsethethreatandlaunchtheirTamirin-
terceptors. In seconds, the incomingwar-
headswouldhavedetonatedintolethalfrag-
mentsofhigh-speedmetal.

In the modern battlefield, moneā is
everāthing.Aninterceptor’scostdetermines
howmanā canbe fired. The Tamir initiallā
cost about $1,ćć,ććć each to produce, but
theIsraeli industrābroughtdowntheprice
to $4ć-$5ć,ććć. The technologā challenge
involvesintegratingtheindividualelements
ofthemissileshield.Fortargetsatrangesbe-
āondtheIronDome’s16ćkm,Israeldeploās
theUS-suppliedTerminalHighAltitudeArea
DefenceSāstem(THAAD),whichintercepts
ballisticmissilesoutsidetheatmosphereat
ranges out to 2ćć km. The neĀt laāer is
David’sSling,witharangeof3ććkm.Forthe
outerlaāer,Israel’sArrow3sāstemdestroās
medium-range ballisticmissiles at ranges
outto2,4ććkm.

WhenIndiaentersintoaninternational
collaboration that involves joint develop-
ment,wehavethus far followedtheruleof
sharingour strengths and complementing
ourweaknesses.Whenwedeveloped the
BrahMos cruisemissile with Russia, our
clearlādefinedworkshareincludedthenav-
igationsāstemandthemissioncontrol.We
haddoneasimilareĀerciseinthecaseofthe
LR-SAM, where it was reported that we
would develop the rear section and the
Israeliswouldprovidethefrontsectionand
theseeker.Sincewearedoingtheentirein-
tegration, itwillbeanIndianproduct.

Whenwebegan jointlā developing the
LR-SAMwith the Israeliweapons industrā,
weknewthatnosuchsāstemwasavailable
withtheIsraelis.TheIsraeliNavācamefor-
wardtocollaborateonlābecausetheābadlā
wantedanewsāstemfortheirwarships.The
IndianNavāalsowantedanewsāstem.We
neverenterintoacollaborationforaproduct
thatalreadāeĀists.

Thewriter isaretiredarmĀofficer
andjournalist

Successful testof airdefencesāstemshows
depthof Indianresearch,howcollaboration
withprivate, foreignpartnerscan fill gaps

CR Sasikumar

Anartificial intelligence-poweredBhagavadGitaproject raises
troublingquestionsof identitā, selfhoodandauthenticitā

IN 199ć, MILITARY strategist Edward
Luttwak coined the term “geo-econom-
ics”. Looselā, it is about using economic
strength as a tool to achieve strategic and
foreign policā goals, rather than solelā for
economic welfare. Enter US President
Donald Trumpwithhis eĀpected transac-
tional approach, which caught India un-
awares. Though it is safe to think that, over
time, the 5ć per cent tariff that came into
effect on Wednesdaā will be whittled
down to 2ć-25 per cent.

The UK has succumbed to 1ć per cent,
the EU 15 per cent, Indonesia 19 per cent
andVietnam2ćpercent importdutā.More
countriesarepoisedtodothesame. It is im-
portanttoworkoutthemath. Indiarefusing
trade concessions and paāing 2ć-25 per
cent maā be the better option when com-
pared to opening the Indian agricultural
markets. Inpractical terms, Indiawouldbe
competingwith a disadvantage of about 5
per cent, which the countrā can live with.
In ignoringthethingsthatgovernmentsdo
right, we omit half the storā, and farmers
shouldappreciatethePM’sreaffirmationto
safeguard Indian farmers’ interests.

However, the impact of tariffs will
broaden beāond directlā affected indus-
tries. Growth in themanufacturing sector
is an absolute imperative for creating em-
ploāment. Despite the high-profile “Make
in India” campaign, the share ofmanufac-
turing inGDP is still 14per cent,well short
of the25per cent target set for 2ć25.After
1ć āears, possiblā for the first time, there

aremoreunemploāedgraduates thannon-
graduates. There is a danger that not onlā
will eĀistingmanufacturingbehit,but that
businesseswill seenoreasontogrowtheir
businesses in India.Growth, then,doesnot
just stall; it starts contracting.

Chinacreatedgloballā successful com-
panies bā subjecting them to fierce com-
petition,notprotection. In contrast, Indian
manufacturing isapamperedspace, failing
todeliver on eĀpected growthor emploā-
ment generation. It remains uncompeti-
tive. It is about time for the industrā toget
a small, bitter dose of tariff therapā.

Allowing agricultural imports with
quantitativequotas fromtheUSshouldbe
acceptable if it results in importdutā con-
cessions for India’smanufacturing sector.
Such imports could be problematic but
manageable, given thatnormallā theseare
a fewpercentagepoints of theproduction
of a particular crop. India is a humongous
importer of such agricultural produce as
pulsesandedibleoil, ofwhichsomequan-
titā could be specificallā allocated for US
imports. Iwould treat this not as a capitu-
lationbutaspragmatism. Farmersand the
government have observed that if Indian
farmersarenotallowedtogrowGMcrops,
there is no justification for allowing the
import of GM crops. That is a valid point
as per the World Trade Organisation
(WTO)—but its dispute resolutionmech-
anisms, especiallā vis-à-vis the US, are all
but defunct.

Dairā,however, is thebackboneof small

farmers’ livelihoods in India.TheAmerican
dairā sector will find it tough to compete
with the Indian dairā sector. Instead, the
Americancorporatesectorcanandwilluse
predatorā pricing to sell its produce at a
loss for1ćāears tokill the Indiandairāsec-
tor. Once the Indian farmer stops keeping
milch animals, it will be difficult to get
farmers to rear them again. This will be a
death knell to the rural economā.

India recentlā signed a trade dealwith
theUK, allowing fordutā-free Indianagri-
cultural imports. While the deal appears
to be a good one, India’s internal regula-
torā issues with agricultural inputs will
lead tohigh-value farmeĀports failing the
UK’s safetā norms at ports of entrā. These
maā well be termed “non-tariff” barriers
later. Besides, concessions around “data”
appear to be an oversight.

There is also the issue of the quantum
of subsidā theUS or EU give their farmers
vis-à-vis Indian farmers, which is neither
new nor uneĀpected. Whining about it is
not an effective strategā for the future.
Realism is all about dealing with the cir-
cumstances, not the ones that one maā
want to.

A trade deal is not the end of the road,
but an important step forward. Our poli-
ciesandstructuresmustevolveconstantlā
to be competitive in the future. Since the
WTO came into being, the US, China and
the EU have regularlā changed their farm
support mechanisms. India did not and
now runs afoul of the WTO. As far as the

Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (RCEP) treatā is concerned,
manāeĀportersof basmati rice, coffeeand
tea,which initiallāopposed theRCEP,now
regret their position.TheWTO isnotdead,
and the concessions that the US eĀtracts
from India will inevitablā become part of
the WTO 2.ć. The EU, with which India
hopes to seal a trade deal soon, will de-
mand the same concessions. A graver is-
sue than the tariffs is theacceptanceofUS
standards and certification.

A once-in-a-generation opportunitā
beckons, provided the establishment
wakesup from its slumber.Not onlā is the
population in thedevelopedworldageing,
but it is also shrinking. Radical national-
ism will not allow countries to bring in
cheapmigrant labour, and, in less than2ć
āears, theāwill not have sufficient people
to work on their farms. Since Trump took
charge, the price of fruits and vegetables
in theUShas alreadā goneup35per cent.
To prepare, India needs improved regula-
tionandgovernance, forwhich it lacksad-
ministrative and political capacitā.

One view is for nations to simplā hang
on till the midterm elections in the US,
whenapolitical reset is eĀpected. Thebot-
tom line is that there is no finalitā to the
trade negotiations with the US. Like the
Russian oil tariff, the neĀt barrier will be
the carbon taĀ.

Thewriter is chairman,
Bharat Krishak Samaj

A bitter dose of tariff therapy
AjayVir Jakhar

Toprepare, Indianeeds improvedregulationandgovernance

Ajai Shukla

GurcharanDas
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UNITED STATES Commerce Secretarā
HowardLutnickonTuesdaācalledtheH-1B
visa program a “scam” and asked “all great
Americanbusinesses” to “hireAmerican”.

“The currentH-1Bvisa sāstem is a scam
that lets foreignworkers fill American job
opportunities,”hesaidinaninterviewtoFox
News. “...Nowis the timetohireAmerican.”

Lutnick’scriticismechoestheviewsofsev-
eral influential figures in theDonald Trump
administration, including White House
deputāchiefofstaffStephenMillerwhoissaid
to be the architect of Trump’s immigration
policies. Forbes reported lastmonth that the
Trumpadministrationplansto“endorsignif-
icantlāchangetheannualH-1Bvisalotterā”.

TheH-1Bprogramhaslongbeenahighlā
desiredpathwaāforIndianstomigratetothe
US—morethan7ć%ofallapprovedH-1Bpe-
titions since 2ć15 have been from Indians,
according to United States Citiąenship and
ImmigrationServices (USCIS)data.

For ‘skilled’ workers
TheH-1Bvisa programallowsAmerican

emploāerstohireimmigrantworkersinoccu-
pations that require “ahigh levelof skill” and
“atleastabachelor’sdegree”,accordingtothe
USDepartmentofLabor.

The visa categorā was created bā the
ImmigrationAct,199ć,whichintendedtohelp
“emploāerswho cannot otherwise obtain
neededbusiness skills andabilities fromthe
USworkforce bā authorising the temporarā
emploāmentofqualifiedindividualswhoare
nototherwiseauthorisedtoworkintheUS”.

The H-1B programwas preceded bā a
long tussle between industrā groups and
workers’ unions in the US. Business groups
such as theUS Chamber of Commerce suc-
cessfullā lobbiedCongressto loosenrestric-
tionsonhiring immigrantworkers.

Big Techwas the biggest beneficiarā. In
the199ćs,asthetechnologāsectorboomed,
companies likeMicrosoft and Oracle, and
laterGoogleandAmaąon,neededspecialised
talenttofueltheirgrowthbutdomesticsup-
plāwas foundwanting. TheH-1B program
allowed these companies to hire lakhs of
highlā skilledworkers from countries like
IndiaandChinatomeet theshortfall.

Inaninfluentialworkingpaperpublished

in2ćć4,economistBrittaGlennon,whoiscur-
rentlāattheWhartonSchool,arguedthatre-
strictiveimmigrationpoliciespushedUSfirms
to hire abroad, and programs such asH-1B
werenecessarā for theUS togainandmain-
tain a competitive edge in cutting edge tech
researchanddevelopment. (‘Howdorestric-
tions onhigh-skilled immigration affect off-
shoring?EvidencefromtheH-1Bprogram’)

Inamorerecentpaper,Glennonsaidthat
“hiring skilled immigrants leads to positive
performanceeffects... [on]bothproductivitā
and innovation for...a significant subset of
largefirms,andtheāarecriticalforstart-ups,
both as founders and hires”. (‘Skilled

Immigrants, Firms, and the Global
Geographāof Innovation’, 2ć24)

This has been at the heart of arguments
made bā proponents of theH-1B program.
Trump’s former allā ElonMusk,whose com-
panies hire thousands of H-1Bworkers, had
promisedto“gotowar”todefendtheprogram.

Rightmeets Left
TheH-1Bprogramhashadcriticsonboth

sides of the political spectrum— the pro-
union, pro-worker American Left aswell as
thenativistAmericanRight.

InJanuarā,SenatorBernieSanders,aself-
proclaimeddemocraticsocialist,wroteinre-

sponse to a pro-H-1B post bāMusk on X:
“Themainfunctionof the...programisnotto
hire “the best and the brightest,” but rather
to replace good-paāingAmerican jobswith
low-wageindenturedservantsfromabroad.
The cheaper the labor theā hire, themore
moneāthebillionairesmake.”

Sanders’argumentwassimilartothatof
SteveBannon,aprominent ideologueof the
Make America Great Again (MAGA)move-
ment.“[Musk]willdoanāthingtomakesure
thatanāoneofhiscompaniesisprotectedor
hasabetterdealorhemakesmoremoneā...
TheAmericanworkingpeople in this coun-
trā arenot going to tolerate it,” Bannonsaid
in an interview to the Italian newspaper
Corrieredella Sera in Januarā.

Theriseofanti-immigrationfarrightforces
inUSpolitics,whichpoweredDonaldTrump
tothepresidencā,hasstrengthenedsuchcrit-
icism. Trump’s campaign rhetoric targeted
MeĀicansandlow-skillmigrantlabourwhich
he claimed “stole jobs” from the American
workingclass,whichhaslongsuffereddueto
highunemploāment, lowwages, inflation, a
housingcrisis,andothereconomicproblems.

Inmanāwaās, the criticism of theH-1B
program is focused similarlā, though in the
conteĀtofhigher-paāingjobs.WhenaMusk
oraBillGatesflagstheshortageof“eĀcellent
engineering talent”, these critics hear them
saāing,“AmericansaretooeĀpensivetohire”.

Indians andH-1B
Indians have been the biggest benefici-

aries of the H-1B program, accounting for
morethan7ć%of successfulH-1Bpetitions.
The Chinese,who account for 12-13%, are a
distant second,USCISdata show.

An analāsis bā The Indian Express this
Januarāof salaries offered to approvedH-1B
petitionsfoundthat25%ofsuccessfulpetitions
were for salaries between $1ćć,ććć and
$15ć,ććć per annum, and onlā 5%were for
more than $15ć,ććć. The vastmajoritā of
IndiansgoingtotheUSwerethusearningless
than$1ćć,ćććper annum—below theme-
dian salarā for IT professionals in the US
($1ć5,99ćasofMaā2ć23,accordingtotheUS
BureauofLaborStatistics).

Inhisinterview,Lutnicknotedthatanav-
erageAmericanearned$75,ćććaāearwhile
the average green card recipient earned
$66,ććć. “Whā arewe doing that? It’s like
pickingthebottomcore,”hesaid.(MostH-1B
visa-holdersapplā foragreencard.)
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ATEAMofscientistshasdiscoveredarare
quadruple star sāstem in theMilkāWaā.
Thesāstem—knownasUPMJ1ć4ć-3551
AabBab—consistsof apairof coldbrown
dwarfsorbitingapair of āoung reddwarf
stars, a configurationnever seenbefore, a
newstudāreported.

Thestudā, ‘Benchmarkbrowndwarfs
–I.AblueM2+T5widebinarāandaprob-
ableāoung[M4+M4]+[T7+T8]hierarchi-
calquadruple’,appearedintheSeptember
issueof the journalMonthlĀNoticesof the
RoĀal Astronomical SocietĀ. The research
was led bā Professor Zenghua Zhang of
NanjingUniversitā, andalso involvedsci-
entists from the Universitā of
Hertfordshire (the UK), the Braąilian
National Astrophāsics Laboratorā, the
SouthernAstrophāsical Research (SOAR)
TelescopeatCerroTololo Inter-American
Observatorā (Chile), and the Center for
Astrobiologā (Spain).

The scientists involved in the studā
havesaidthattheirfindingswillcould im-
provetheunderstandingofbrowndwarfs,
whicharedifficulttodetectandeĀamine.

Whatarebrowndwarfs?
Brown dwarfs are curious celestial

bodies that share some similaritieswith
starsandotherswithplanets.Forinstance,
theseobjectsformlikestarsfromcollaps-
ingcloudsofgasanddust.However,theā
donothaveenoughmasstoconsistentlā
fusehādrogen,aprocessthatheatsastar
andmakes it shine. That iswhā theā are
oftenknownas“failedstars”.

Theāhaveatmospheres similar to gas
giantssuchasJupiterandSaturn.Theirat-
mospherescanconsistofcloudsandmol-
eculeslikeH2O.Browndwarfscanalsobe
upto7ćtimesmoremassivethanJupiter.

WhĀarebrowndwarfsdifficult to
detect?

Brown dwarfs can be difficult to de-
tectastheāarecoldandfaint.Asaresult,

astronomers tāpicallā search for brown
dwarfs orbiting companion stars,which
oftenburnbrighter.Thisalsohelpsthem
studā these celestial bodies because if a
browndwarf ispartofamultiplesāstem
withabrighterstar, thechancesaretheā
wereformedoutof thesamematerial,at
thesameplaceandtime.

“Measuring the brighter stars, then,
can beuseful for estimating the proper-
tiesof thefainterbrowndwarfs, liketheir
age, temperature and composition,” ac-
cordingtoareportbāTheNewYorkTimes.

Thatiswhātherecentdiscoverāofthe
quadruple star sāstem is significant.
Although the two browndwarfs, which
arebothaboutthesiąeofJupiter,ofthesās-
tememitalmostnovisiblelight,thereisa
pairofāoungdwarfs—themostcommon
tāpeofstarsintheMilkāWaā—whichare
muchbrighterthantheircompanions.

HughJones,co-authorofthestudāand
researcher at the Universitā of
Hertfordshire,inastatement,said,“Thisis
thefirsttimeaquadruplesāstemhasbeen
foundwith twoT-tāpebrowndwarfs or-
bitingapairofstars...UnlikeourSun,which
isasingleton,mostbiggerstarsarepartof
multiple-star sāstems... But smaller stars
andbrowndwarfs areusuallā single, and
our findings are eĀciting because the
chancesofalow-massbrowndwarfhaving
acompanionarelessthan5%.”

WhĀdoscientistsstudĀbrown
dwarfs?

Browndwarfs are significant as theā
canhelpastronomersbetterunderstand
theconditions thatarenecessarā for the
formationof starsandplanets.

Determining theabundanceanddis-
tributionofbrowndwarfsgiveskeāinfor-
mationonthedistributionofmassinthe
universetoastronomers.Notethatmuch
of the universe’smass has thus far been
undetectableandisknownasdarkmatter.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE

PAROMITACHAKRABARTI
NEWDELHI, AUGUSTūō

IT STARTS, as all goodmāsteries do,with a
bodā.Alocalbuilder,deadundersuspicious
circumstances, foundatCoopersChase,an
upmarketretirementhomeinthefictitious
EnglishcountrāsideofFairhavennearKent.

At first, it’s onlā a curios-
itā, fodder for the Thursdaā
Murder Club, a groupof sep-
tuagenarians in the home
who meet weeklā in the
Jigsaw Room to drink instant coffee and
combthroughcoldcases.Butthetrailsoon
growshot—andleadsthemawaāfromthe
safetāof thewhat-might-have-beentoreal
andpresentdangerat theirdoorstep.

Britishwriter RichardOsman’s record-
makingbestseller,TheThursdaĀMurderClub,
isnowaNetfliĀadaptation,settoreleaseon
August 28,with a cast that could comfort-
ablāfilloutseveralBAFTAawardscategories

—HelenMirren,PierceBrosnan,CeliaImrie,
BenKingsleā,andDavidTennant.

Enter the sleuths
AttheheartofOsman’sstorāarefourre-

tirees—sharp-as-a-tackformerintelligence
agentEliąabeth,Ron,theeĀ-tradeunionfire-
brandwith a soft spot for football anda tal-
entfordisruption,Ibrahim,apsāchiatristwho

prefers logic to emotions, and
Joāce, a former nurse,whose
ditherāandslightlānosādiarā
entriesanchormuchofthenar-
rativewithwarmthandwit.

Osman’scentralpremiseisdisarminglā
simple: that life after retirement doesn’t
meanirrelevance.Hischaractersaresharp,
messā, grieving, flirtatious, and resource-
ful. Their appeal lies in their ordinariness,
made eĀtraordinarā onlā in their refusal
to disappear quietlā.

There’s something radical aboutmak-
ingfourseptuagenariansthebeatingheart
of anarrative,as fullārealisedprotagonists

andnot as comic relief or embodimentsof
tragicdecline.TheThursdaĀMurderClubnot
onlā gives its characters a secondact, it ar-
guestheāneverstoppedbeingcentre-stage.

NetfliĀ’s adaptation, directed bā Chris
Columbus, leans into the storā’s warmth,
itsmeditations on aging, grief, loneliness,
andpurpose,whileretainingitsdrāwitand
deft plotting, and the essential chemistrā
betweenthe four friends.

Anice cosĀ crime
What’s cosā about crime? It’s not

merelā theabsenceof gore—theviolence
ismostlā at a polite removal—but a tonal
alchemā:smallcommunities,amateurde-
tectives, amoral universewhere justice is
ultimatelā served.

In theworld of cosā crime, intelligence
isnotthepreserveoftorturedgeniuseswith
traumatic backstories. Evil eĀists, some-
timesfornoreason,but theemphasis ison
the possibilitā of order being restored. In
otherwords, if death is themāsterā, life is
thecentral tenetof suchdramas.

Streaming boom
Whether it’s OnlĀ Murders in the

Building, with SteveMartin, Martin Short,
andSelenaGomeą,EnolaHolmes,headlined
bā Millie Bobbā Brown, Daniel Craig as
Benoit Blanc in theKnives Outuniverse, or
classicssuchasMidsomerMurders,or,even
The Chelsea Detective, cosā crime — long
considered the gentle cousin of the noir-

soaked thriller— ishavingamoment.
Thegenrehasstagedacomebackacross

streamingplatforms,eachofferingavaria-
tion on a familiar pleasure, updated for
modernsensibilities. ImagineMissMarple,
onlāmoremeta.UnlikeScandinaviannoir,
cosā crimedeals in containment. The case
issolved,thecommunitāsurvives.Thereis
resolution, even if it arriveswith a slice of
Battenbergandaraisedeāebrow.

It is tempting towrite off the genre as
escapism,particularlānow.Theworld,af-
ter all, is awash in chaos — geopolitical,
ecological, algorithmic. In such a climate,
a fictional murder, solved over tea, feels
like a balm.

But thecomfortof cosācrimeisn’tonlā
about familiaritā. It’s about control. In a
world that increasinglā denies coherence,
these stories offer a tidā, human-scale or-
der. There are clues. There are conse-
quences. Someone, in the end, is account-
able. It is a low-stakes emotional
investmentwithaguaranteedreturn.

Talent of Osman
Osman, a popular quią show co-host,

understandsthis.Hisbooksarewrittenina
toneofconspiratorialwarmth—halfcrime
novel, half therapā session. His prose flirts
withself-awarenessbutrarelātipsintocān-
icism. And that maā be the secret of
Osman’sappeal.

Heknowsthemāsterāisonlāpartof the
draw.Whatwereallāwantisthecompanā.
Thatthemurdersdrivetheplot,but it’s the
communitā—the laāered livesof thepeo-
pleaffected—thatkeepsuswatching.

Cosā crime, then, is not a retreat from
theworld, but a reimagining of how to be
init.Agenrewheredeathispresent,butnot
defining.Whereagedoesnotmean irrele-
vance.Andwherejusticestill feelspossible.

In the end, The ThursdaĀMurder Club is
not justastorāaboutsolvingmurders. It’sa
storāaboutpeoplewhorefuse tostoppaā-
ingattention.And in that refusal—persist-
ent, stubborn, oddlā thrilling— there is a
whiffofsomethingthatfeelsquitelikehope.

H-1B visa debate in US
USCommerceSecretarāHowardLutnicksaāstheH-1Bvisaprogram,themostdesiredpathwaāfor

IndianstomigratetoAmerica, isa ‘scam’.FiguresontheAmericanLeftagree,evenif fordifferentreasons

ONAUGUST 25, shares of the propertĀ devel-
oper Evergrande, which was once one of the
biggestcompaniesinChina,weredelistedfrom
theHongKongStockExchange.

In 2Ć18, Evergrandewas theworld’smost
valuable real estate companĀ. BĀ 2Ć21, it had
collapsedinspectacular fashion.At thetimeof
its collapse, Evergrande hadmore than 1,3ĆĆ
incompleteprojectsacross28Ćcities inChina.

What is the storĀof Evergrande’s
diĄĄĀing rise?

Evergrande’s storā is intertwinedwith
China’surbanisationboom.Thefounderofthe
companā,HuiKaYan,whoisnow66āearsold,
rosefrompovertātorideaonce-in-a-genera-

tionwaveinthecountrā’srealestatesector.
Theboomwasduetohugemigrationfrom

thecountrāsidetocities,anunprecedentedde-
mand forhousing, andapolicā environment
thatrewardedaggressiveeĀpansion.

According to data from theWorld Bank,
from196ćto198ć,theshareoftheurbanpop-
ulation inChina’s totalpopulationgrewfrom
around16%to2ć%.Bā199ć,itstoodat26%,bā
2ćććat36%,andbā2ć24around66%.Another
frequentlāquoted statistic is that Chinaused
morecementbetween2ć11and2ć13thanthe
UnitedStatesdidintheentire2ćthcenturā.

EvergrandesteppedintothisconteĀt,and
perfected the high-leverage, high-turnover
model: buā land at scale, pre-sell apart-
ments,usecash flowto fundtheneĀtwave.

Later on, the companā diversified into
everāthing fromhealth care to finance, and
even sports, buāing theGuangąhouFootball
Club.Atitspeakin2ć17,Evergrandewasvalued
atnearlāHK$4ććbillion($51billion),sāmbol-
isingChina’srealestate-drivengrowthmodel.

Andwhat ledto itsdownfall?
Theunravellingwasāearsinthemaking.

TheChinesegovernmentintroduceda“three
redlines”policāin2ć2ćasanattempttodis-
ciplineoverleverageddevelopersbāmaking
the conditions for borrowing stricter. That
policāwastheproĀimatetrigger, cuttingoff
the cheap credit that Evergrande and other
developersdependedon.

Butthedeeperproblemswerestructural.
Demandforhousinghadbeenslowingas

demographicsshiftedtoanageingpopulation,
andmanāurbanhouseholds alreadāowned
multipleproperties.Evergrandereliedonper-
petual pre-sales, where it would use the
moneā to immediatelā start developing the
neĀtproject.Inadditiontothethincashbuffers,
thismade it uniquelā vulnerable once credit
became tighter and sales softened, partiallā
due tomacroeconomic headwinds. Todaā,
there is aglutofmillionsof emptāhomes, as
wellasmanāunfinishedprojectsacrossChina.

WhatismeantbĀEvergrande’s‘collapse’?
Whatdoesthedelistingofitsstock
indicateaboutitsfuture?

Collapse does not mean liquidation
overnight; it hasbeenadrawn-outprocess.

Evergrande defaulted on its offshore debt,
sawitschairmaninvestigatedfor fraud,and
hasbeenundercourt-ordered liquidation.

TheHongKongStockEĀchangedelisting,
after18monthsofsuspendedtrading,issām-
bolic:itmarkstheendofEvergrandeasapub-
liclātradedcompanā.However,itsobligations
remainenormous.Debtrestructuringisongo-
ing, liquidationmanagers arepursuing asset
recoverā, and lawsuits are mounting.
According to aReuters report, liquidators saā
theāhavesold$255millionofthefirm’sassets
18monthsintotheliquidationprocess,butre-
ceivedcreditorclaimstotalling$45billion.

Thegovernment’srolehasbeenselective:
ensuring“housingdeliverā”forordinarābuā-
erswhileleavingcreditorstoabsorblosses.The
delistingunderscoresthatEvergrandeisnow
onlāadebtorinmanagedunwinding.

Whathavebeenthespillovereffectson
theChineseeconomĀasawhole?

Evergrandewasn’ttheonlādominotofall
in China’s real estate crisis, but it was the
biggest piece to fall with spectacular scale.
Othermajor companies, including Countrā

Garden,havealsostumbled.
What is critical is thewaā inwhich the

propertā sector’s downturn bled into the
broader economā: construction slowdowns
hurtsteelandcement,localgovernmentslost
vitalland-salerevenue,andhouseholdwealth
tiedupinpropertāerodedconfidence.

Todaā,policāmakersaretrāingtostabilise
thesector,shiftingfocustocompletingunfin-
ishedprojectsandeasingmortgagerules—but
theāarenotrevivingtheoldmodelofperpet-
ualeĀpansion.

Even in themost optimistic scenario, the
bottomingoutofpropertāmarketpriceswill
notmaterialiseuntil lateneĀt āear. Andwith
thesectorshrinking,aneraofChina’sgrowth
hasdefinitivelāended.

To dismantle Evergrande, a Hong Kong
judge last āear appointedAlvareą&Marsal,
the same companā that restructured
LehmanBrothers.

Is theEvergrandecrisiscomparableto
thecollapseof the investmentbankthat
triggeredthe2ĆĆ8financialcrisis?

The Lehman comparison captures the

dramabutmisseskeādifferences.Lehman’s
collapse triggered a global financial melt-
downbecauseof thewaā its debtswere in-
terwovenwith theglobalbankingsāstem.

Evergrande, bā contrast, has beenman-
aged through a slow-motion, state-guided
unwinding. The appointment of Alvareą &
Marsal, veteransof Lehman’s restructuring,
showsthecompleĀitāofthecase,butBeijing
hasworked to firewall sāstemic contagion.
So far, it hasworked. China’s banking sāstem
remainsstable,andthecrisishasbeenlargelā
ringfencedwithinthecountrā(asopposedto
escalatingintoaglobalfinancialshock).

TheEvergrandeepisodeislessa“Chinese
Lehmanmoment” andmore a reckoning
withthelimitsofChina’sdebt-fuelled,prop-
ertā-centric growthmodel. It is a sobering
lessonthatChina’sgrowthplaābookhasrun
out of road. The challenge to transition into
a healthier, more sustainable path is eĀ-
tremelādaunting.

LiĄĄi C. Lee is aFellowat theCenter for
ChinaAnalĀsis, Asia SocietĀPolicĀ Institute,

WashingtonDC

Why Evergrande collapsed, why its problems matter
AnanalāstofChina’seconomāeĀplainedtoRISHIKASINGHwhātherealestategiant’sdeathshowsthelimitsof adebt-fuelled,propertā-centricgrowthmodel
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FISCALYR VISASISSUED

2Ć13 153,223

2Ć14 161,369

2Ć15 172,748

2Ć16 18Ć,Ć57

2Ć17 179,Ć49

2Ć18 179,66Ć

2Ć19 188,123

2Ć2Ć 124,983

2Ć21 61,569

2Ć22 2Ć6,ĆĆ2

2Ć23 265,777

2Ć24 219,659

H-ėB VISAS ISSUEDBYUSSTATEDEPT ĥŧƏėŞ-ŧƏŧ4Ħ

CANBEISSUED foramaximumsix
Āearsatastretch,afterwhichthevisa
holderhastoeither leavetheUSforat
least12monthsbeforereturning,or
applĀ forandreceivepermanent
residence(greencard).

ANNUALNUMERICALLIMIT (regular
cap)of65,ĆĆĆnewstatuses/visaseach
fiscalĀear,withanextra2Ć,ĆĆĆvisas
available to thosewithaMaster’s
degreeorhigher fromaUSuniversitĀ.

NOTALLH-1BPETITIONSare
subject to theannual cap. Petitions
for “continuingemploĀment”,which
in2Ć24weredouble thatof “initial
emploĀment”donot fall under
the cap,neitherdo those seeking
emploĀmentathigher education
institutionsornonprofit
entities affiliated to such institutions,
nonprofit researchorganisations,
or government research
organisations.

HOWTHEH-ėB VISAWORKS

UnitedStates SecretarĀof Commerce
HowardLutnick. Reuters

Pune
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SOUMYARENDRABARIK
&AGGAMWALIA
NEWDELHI,AUGUSTūō

THERISINGcriticismintheUnited
StatesoftheH-1Bvisa—ofwhich
Indiansaretheprimebeneficiarā
— could impact India’s IT sector
anditsworkers,resultinginfewer
US-basedcontracts fromthem,a
senior government official said.
However, the government be-
lieves that theH-1B visa has in-
evitablāhelpedAmericancompa-
nies the most, and it could be
difficult for themto find equallā
skilledAmericanpeople.

“Itcouldcertainlālimitaccess
forIndianworkersintheUS,lead-
ingtofewerITcompanieshereget-
ting US based contractswhich
couldcontract their revenue.But
the visa has immenselā helped
American companies in finding
therightworkersacrosstheworld,
andwhether theācansubstitute
thatwithAmericanpeople isnot
clear. Certainlā it’s not an easā

changeanddespite all thepoliti-
calsignalling,therealitāisthatthe
visa helpsAmerican companies
themost,”aseniorgovernmentof-
ficialtoldTheIndianExpress.

On Tuesdaā, United States
Commerce Secretarā Howard
Lutnick called thepopularH-1B
visaprogrammea“scamthatlets
foreignworkers fillAmerican job
opportunities,”addingthathiring
Americanworkers shouldbe the
prioritāof allUSbusinesses. The
USadministrationhas signalled
significantoverhaulofthevisapro-
gramme,whichinvolvesalotterā-
basedallocation. Immigration is
oneofthemostpolarisingsubjects
in theUScurrentlā,with thedis-
coursenowshifting from illegal
immigration toprogrammes like
theH1-Bsāstem.

People born in India are the
largest beneficiaries of theH-1B
programme. Data from the US
governmentshowthatIndiansac-
countformorethan7ćpercentof
allH-1Bpetitionsapprovedeach
āear since 2ć15. People born in

Chinacomeadistantsecond,hov-
ering at the12-13per centmark
since2ć18.

Between October 2ć22 to
September 2ć23, 72 per cent of
thenearlā4lakhvisas issuedun-
dertheH-1Bprogrammewentto
Indiannationals.Duringthesame
period, top four Indian ITmajors
with a presence in the US —

namelā Infosās, TCS, HCL, and
Wipro—gotapproval foraround
2ć,ćććemploāeestoworkonthe
H-1B visa, as per latest US
Citiąenship and Immigration
Services(USCIS)data.

Oneofthekeāconcernsinthe
US administration on theH-1B
visaisthat it isusedbāAmerican
corporations to hire talent from
overseas at a cheaper cost than
whatitwouldtakethemtohirea
nativebornUScitiąen.

While there is some truth in
that, data collected bā the non-
profit American Immigration
Council (AIC) showed thatH-1B
workersdonotearnlowwagesor
dragdownotherworkers’wages.
In2ć21,themedianwageofanH-
1Bworkerwas $1ć8,ććć, com-
pared to $45,76ć forUSworkers
in general. Moreover, between
2ćć3and2ć21,themedianwage
ofH-1Bworkersgrewbā52per-
cent.Duringthesameperiod,the
medianwageofallUSworkersin-
creasedbā39percent.

Supportingtheargumentthat

the visa has immenselā helped
American companies, AIC said
that between FY 2ć1ć and FY
2ć19, eight US companies that
wouldlaterparticipateinthede-
velopmentofaCOVID-19vaccine
— Gilead Sciences, Moderna
Therapeutics, GlaĀoSmithKline,
Inovio, Johnson & Johnson
Pharmaceuticals, Regeneron,Vir
Therapeutics, and Sanofi — re-
ceived approvals for 3,31ć bio-
chemists,biophāsicists,chemists,
andother scientists through the
H-1Bprogramme.

USPresident’sformeraideand
techmogul ElonMusk has also
comeinsupportoftheH-1Bpro-
gramme.

The H-1B programme was
startedin199ć,withtheintention
of helping “emploāerswhocan-
not otherwise obtain needed
business skills andabilities from
theUSworkforcebāauthorising
the temporarā emploāment of
qualifiedindividualswhoarenot
otherwise authorised towork in
theUnitedStates”.

ĺSCAMTHATLETSFOREIGNWORKERSFILLAMERICANJOBSĻ:USCOMMERCESECY
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EUŞľade
cĒmmiŅŅiĒĄeľ
likelƊŞĒƇiŅiŞ
NewDelhi: EuropeanComm-
issioner for TradeMaros Sefc-
ovic is likelā to visit IndianeĀt
monthtotakestockofprogress
of free tradeagreementnego-
tiations with Commerce
MinisterPiāushGoāal, anoffi-
cialsaidonWednesdaā. PTI

AűcŞiĒĄĒffiƇe
cľiŞicalmiĄeľal
blĒckŅcaĄcelled
NewDelhi: The government
hascancelledtheauctionoffive
criticalmineralblocks, includ-
inga rareearthelement (REE)
block inKarnataka, in the fifth
roundofauctionduetopoorre-
sponse.Therewerenobidsfor
threeblocks—twoglauconite
mines in Gujarat and
Chhattisgarh and oneNickel
and PGE (Platinum Group
Element) block in Karnataka,
which led to cancellation of
their auction, theminesmin-
istrāsaidinanotice. PTI

EmħlĒƊmeĄŞiĄ
iĄdűŅŞľieŅľiŅeŅ
5ĬĈūīiĄFYū4
NewDelhi:Emploāmentinin-
dustriesincreasedbā5.92per
cent to 1.95 crore in 2ć23-24
from 1.84 crore in 2ć22-23,
accordingtothelatestAnnual
Surveā of Industries (ASI) re-
leasedonWednesdaā. PTI

GĒƇŞaħħĒiĄŞŅ
AkaŅhTľiħaŞhi
aŅSECIMD
NewDelhi:AkashTripathi, an
IAS officer of the 1998 batch,
hasbeenappointedastheMD
of state-owned Solar Energā
Corporationof India. PTI

BRIEFLY

ANILSASI
NEWDELHI,AUGUSTūō

WITH THE steep 5ć per cent
American tariffs on Indiangoods
eĀports kicking in from
Wednesdaā,policāmakersinNew
Delhihavetheirworkcutout.The
problemforthem,however,isnot
knowing how long these tariffs
will persist and if a policā inter-
ventioncanbecogentlārolledout
withoutclaritāoverthetimeline
oftheverādisruptionthatitseeks
toaddress.

These tariffs have, however,
triggeredseriousdeliberationson
threeissuesthathavebeenloom-
ingon thehoriąon for āears, but
certaininertiainNewDelhi,com-
binedwithanincreasinglādefen-
sive trade outlook, led to con-
certed policā inaction. Someof
thatisnowbackonthetable,pre-
cipitatedbāUSPresidentDonald
Trump’s tariff actionand the re-
alisation that this stance could
continueforthebetterpartofthe
neĀtthreeāears.

■One, theheavā reliance of
IndianeĀportsontheUSmarket
isnowamatterofseriousdebate,
given that America has been
India’s largest tradingpartner for
the fourthconsecutiveāearnow.
Thenearlā $45billion trade sur-
pluswith theUS in2ć24-25has
largelācounterbalancedthetrade
deficitswithother countries, es-
peciallāChina.

■ Second,tode-riskfromthis
overrelianceon theUSas amar-
ket, theremight be a case to ag-
gressivelā push aheadwith not
just bilateral deals, but also tobe
opentothepossibilitāofjoininga
bigmultilateraldealinordertoin-
tegrate into the global supplā
chains.While China-ledRCEP is
unlikelā to be that option, the
Japan-led Comprehensive and
ProgressiveAgreementforTrans-
PacificPartnershiporCPTPPcould
be apossibilitā. Especiallā, given
thattheUKhasjoinedtheCPTPP,
and theEuropeanUnionhas ap-
plied to join the 12-nation pact.
Chinaisnotāetin.Thereisaview
inNewDelhithatIndiashouldtrā
togetinbāformallāapplāingfora
membershiptotheCPTPP,before
Chinaattempts toget in. For this,
however, India will have to go
through theaccessionprocess to
jointheCPTPP,unlikeintheRCEP,
whereIndiawasanoriginalnego-
tiating State. The positive thing,
though, is that keāmembers in-
cluding Japan, Australia and the
ASEAN countries are keen that
Indiajoinsin.Asectionwithinthe
Uniongovernment, though,con-
tinues to be vehementlā against
multilateraltradedeals,citingob-
jectionsfromsectionsofindustrā,
especiallāthebiggerenterprises.

■Third,while theUShas re-
peatedlāpeddleditstradedeficit
withIndia,thefactisthatAmerica
runs close toa$4ćbillionoverall
surplus in its tradewith India, if
revenuesfromdigitalservices, fi-
nancialactivities,roāalties,educa-
tionandarmstradearetakeninto
account. Analāsts have said that
thismisplaceddeficitclaimbāthe
US shouldbe counteractedwith
theoveralldeficit figures, inabid
to strengthen India’s negotiating
position,asandwhentradetalks

resume. There is abelief that the
secondarā tariffswill go awaāat
some point in the neĀt few
months, but the primarā 25per
centtariffscouldstaā.Sotheworst
casescenariofromIndia’spointof
view is alreadā here. “One can
onlāgoupfromrockbottom,”an
officialsaid.

Excessive relianceon
theUSmarket

TherealbigproblemforIndia’s
eĀport sector is that ithasgotten
used to the comforts of the US
market— the fact that therewas
easāaccess to thatbig consumer
market and that America’s
streamlinedcustomsprocedures
andentrānormsofferedaseam-
lesseĀperience foreĀporters. Till
Trump took charge in Januarā,
Indian goods going into the US
faced just an average 4 per cent
tariff and virtuallā no non-tariff
barriers. This lulled Indian eĀ-
porters and the supporting gov-
ernmentmachinerā to double
downon theAmericanmarket,
with virtuallā no real efforts to
hedge this eĀposure over the
āears. That vulnerabilitā of strat-
egānowstands eĀposed, just as
Europe’soverdependenceonthe
USdefenceblankethasnotbeen
calledintoquestion.

Asof 2ć24, theUSaccounted
for around18per cent of India’s
total eĀports, a rise from15per
cent in2ć17and11percentdur-
ingthe lowsof thepost-financial
crisisin2ć1ć.TheshareofChinese
eĀports,meanwhile,goingtothe
UShasdeclinedfrom2ćpercent
to14percentsince2ć17,asBeijing
consciouslādiversified its eĀport
basket. India’s overreliance on a
singlemarkethasgivenTrumpa
crucial leveragepointwith India,
whichheisunabashedlāeĀploit-
ingatthecostofthestrategicand
diplomatic relationship,which
both sides hadpainstakinglā in-
vested in over the last three
decades andone thatNewDelhi
had prettā much taken for
granted.Thebeliefingovernment
circlesherethatevenintheworst

case scenario,Washington DC
wouldmaintain a tariff differen-
tial between India and China is
now a pipedream, at least till
Trump’sneĀttariff tweak.

Withthesteep5ćpercenttar-
iffs kicking in, India’s eĀports of
low-marginandlabour-intensive
goods ranging fromapparel, teĀ-
tiles, gems and jewellerā to
shrimps,carpetsandfurniture,are
set to become unviable in the
Americanmarket, jeopardising
low-skilledjobsinIndia.

Theimpacttotheeconomāas
a whole might be somewhat
overstated, given that eĀports to
theUSaccountsforlessthan2per
cent of India’s GDP and that
nearlā4ćper centof eĀport sec-
tors including pharmaand elec-
tronics are eĀempted from the
punitivetariffsfornow.Theprob-
lemforpolicāmakers,however,is
the outsiąed impact of this dis-
ruptionontheemploāmentsec-
tor, given the labour-intensive-
nessofIndia’seĀportbaskettothe
US.Meanwhile, competitors like
Vietnam,Bangladesh,Cambodia,
and even China and Pakistan,
whichcurrentlāfacelowertariffs
from theDonald Trumpadmin-
istration, are set to benefit from
India’spotential losses.

Tocounterbalancetheimme-
diate impact, eĀporters have
askedforfacilitatingaccesstobig
domestic buāers, including the
IndianRailwaāsandprocurement
bā various government depart-
ments and undertakings. The
CentreiseĀploringthepossibilitā
of a stop-gappackage, including
cheaper credit. The problem is
thatitisnotknownhowlongthis
painwilllastandifthereisnovis-
ibilitāintohowthedemanditself
will be impacted, credit sopscan
onlāsolveasmallpartofthisprob-
lem. The Federation of Indian
EĀport Organisations said
TuesdaāthatteĀtilesandapparel
manufacturers inTirupur,Noida,
andSurathavehaltedproduction
amidworsening cost competi-
tiveness and uncertainties over
flowof freshorders.

Positive factors
On the brighter side, India is

nowinamuchbetterposition to
negotiatemultilateral deals as
compared towhen it jettisoned
the RCEP talks, given that New
Delhi has now shed some of its
diffidenceonthetradefront.Inthe
UKdeal signed earlier this āear,
Indianpolicāmakershaveshown
somedegreeof realism inopen-
ingupsegmentsof importsinar-
easwhere the countrā has been
relativelāweakorinsectorssuch
asintermediategoods.Thatisbe-
ing seen as apositive step, given
India’s tariff structure currentlā
hasrigiditiesthatincludehightar-
iffs on inputs and intermediate
goods,whichacts as adisadvan-
tagetodomesticplaāers.Withthe
UK, India has shownaccommo-
dation in certain areas that the
other sidehaspushed for,which
officials inNewDelhi termedas
partofa“structuredandbalanced
marketaccessoffer”thatfollowed
a “development-orientedquota
basedliberalisation”process.This
includesScotchwhiskeāandcars.
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THEPROBLEMforIndia’s
eĀportsectoristhatitgot
usedtothecomfortsof
theUSmarket—thefact
thattherewaseasāaccess
tothatbigconsumermar-
ketandthatAmerica’s
streamlinedcustomspro-
ceduresandentrānorms
offeredaseamlesseĀperi-
enceforeĀporters.That
vulnerabilitāofstrategā
nowstandseĀposed.
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THEIMMEDIATEimpactofaneĀ-
tra5ćpercentUStariffonIndian
eĀportsmaāappear limited, but
their secondarā and tertiarā ef-
fects on the economāpose chal-
lengesthatmustbeaddressed,the
FinanceMinistrā said in its latest
monthlāeconomicreport.

In this conteĀt, the ongoing
India-US tradenegotiationswill
becrucial, itsaidinitsJulāreview
of the economā, even as uncer-
tainties persist onwhether the
tariff quantum could be min-
imisedanātimesoon.

TheUS government has im-

posedatotalof 5ćpercentaddi-
tional tariffson IndianeĀports to
America,barringafewsectors,be-
ginningWednesdaā.Thetariffin-
creasewillmakeIndiangoodsun-
competitive in several sectors, as
manāotherAsiaPacificcountries
attracta15-2ćpercent tariff.

While India isactivelāpursu-
ingadiversified trade strategā to
sustainitsresilienttradeperform-
ance, “these initiativeswill take
timetoshowresultsandmaānot
fullā address the shortfall in eĀ-
portstotheUSthatmaāariseifthe
current tariff rates on India per-
sist,”theMinistrāsaid.

India recentlā concluded free
tradeagreements(FTAs)withthe
UKandEFTAandongoingFTAne-
gotiationswith theUS, EU,New
Zealand,Chile,andPeru.

WhileupgradingIndia’srating
to ‘BBB’ from ‘BBB-’, S&PGlobal
Ratings recentlā said though the
US is India’s largest tradingpart-
ner, “wedonoteĀpectthe5ćper
cent tariffs(if imposed)toposea

materialdragongrowth.” India’s
eĀportstotheUSconstituteabout
2percent of theGrossDomestic
Product (GDP). Factoring in sec-
toraleĀemptionsonpharmaceu-
ticals and consumer electronics,
the eĀposure of Indian eĀports
subjected to tariffs is lowerat1.2
percent ofGDP.

“Whilenear-termriskstoeco-
nomicactivitā,principallāeĀports
andcapitalformation,remaindue
totariff-relateduncertainties,the
governmentand theprivate sec-
tor,actingintandemandconcert,
cankeepthedisruptionstoamin-
imum,”theMinistrāsaid.

It said setbacks eventuallā
make “us stronger andmore ag-
ile, ifhandledproperlā.” FE

RAVIDUTTAMISHRA
NEWDELHI,AUGUSTūō

THE COMMERCE and Industrā
Ministrāhasbegunconsultations
withindustrāstakeholdersrang-
ing from major e-commerce
plaāersincludingAmericanretail
firms Amaąon and Walmart-
owned Flipkart to Indian small-
scalemanufacturers andmid-
segment retailers to eĀplore
models that could boost e-com-
merce eĀports, a source told The
IndianExpress. This comes in the
backdropofsharp5ćpercentUS
tariffsonIndia.

“One round of consultation
has taken place and the
Department for Promotion of
Industrā and Internal Trade
(DPIIT) has invited stakeholders
for a second round of talks neĀt

week.ThecurrentagendaistoeĀ-
plorewaās to boost eĀports un-
derthee-commerceEĀportHubs
(ECEHs) model that was an-
nouncedintheUnionBudgetand
eĀplorewhat canbedone to aid
MSMEs,” the source quoted
abovesaid.

The source said that various
methods to boost e-commerce
eĀports are being eĀplored, but
there is a major difference of
opinion among stakeholders re-
garding the inventorā-based
model of e-commerce. “MSMEs
haveaskedthegovernmenttoal-
low FDI in the inventorā-based
model as it could help ease the
compliance burden, but there is
significant opposition,” the
sourcesaid.

At present, 1ćć per cent for-
eigndirectinvestment(FDI)isal-
lowedundertheautomaticroute

in themarketplacemodel of e-
commerce,butFDIisnotpermit-
tedintheinventorā-basedmodel
ofe-commerce.“Thegovernment
is lookingat the inventorā-based
modeltoseeifMSMEscanbene-
fitfromitamidUStariffs.MSMEs
wantitasitcouldeasecompliance
burdenbut retailers oppose the
same,”thesourcesaid.

Under the inventorā-based
modelof e-commerce inventorā
of goods and services can be
ownedbā e-commerce entities
and sold directlā to consumers.
Themarketplace-basedmodel,bā
contrast,onlāallowse-commerce
companies to have a digital and
electronicnetwork to act as a fa-
cilitatorbetweenbuāerandseller.

Notablā, India’s e-commerce
industrā is primarilā dominated
bā small businesses that eĀport
products valued between $25
and $1,ććć,with popular items
includinghandicrafts,art,books,
readā-madegarments,gemsand
jewellerā.Accordingtothinktank
GTRI,India’se-commerceeĀports
have thepotential to reach $35ć
billionbā2ć3ć.

EĀperts saā that Indian eĀ-
ports throughe-commerce cur-
rentlā stand at onlā $5 billion,

whereas China’s eĀports have
reached$3ććbillion.AsperaGTRI
report, India’s e-commerce eĀ-
ports have thepotential to grow
atafasterpacethanits ITeĀports
didintheearlā2ćććs.Butdespite
this potential, India’s current e-
commerce eĀport numbers re-
mainfarbeloweĀpectations.

“India’s current e-commerce
eĀport provisions are a patch-
work of rules framed for regular
B2B eĀporters. This creates an
enormouscomplianceburdenon
small firms, and India needs to
address all such issues in one
place.Toaddresssuchneeds,the
report recommends that the
Indiangovernment issueasepa-
rate e-commerce eĀport policā.
E-commerce policies in China,
Korea, Japan, Vietnam, etc., have
helpedmanāfirmssellgloballā,”
GTRIsaidinthereport.

STATISTICSMINISTRYSURVEY

SIDDHARTHUPASANI
NEWDELHI,AUGUSTūō

ALMOSTHALFofallurbanIndian
students in the 11th and 12th
standard have taken private
coachingclassesinthecurrentac-
ademic āear, according to a new
surveā bā the StatisticsMinistrā
released.

As per the Ministrā of
Statistics and Programme
Implementation’s (MoSPI)
ComprehensiveModularSurveā:
Education, released on Tuesdaā,
44.6percentofallurbanstudents
inthehighersecondarāsegment
weretakingorhadtakenprivate
coachingduringtheāear,withthe
proportion for rural areas lower
at33.1percent.Onthewhole,37
per cent of all Indian students in
classes11thand12thtookprivate
coachingthisāear.

In terms of eĀpenditure, ur-
ban students in classes 11th and
12th are spending Rs 9,95ć per
āearonaverageonprivatecoach-
ing,more than twiceasmuchas
theirruralcounterparts,whoare

spendingRs4,548.Atanall-India
level,theaverageeĀpenditureper
studentonprivatecoachinginthe
higher secondarā segment is Rs
6,384, surveā data showed. The
amountofmoneābeingspenton
privatecoachingbāIndianhouse-
holdswillbeaconcerntopolicā-
makers,withIndiaseeingaboom
inonlineandofflineclassesinre-
cent āears amid a race to secure
highmarks and coveted seats in
the top educational institutions
of thecountrā.

As per data provided bā the
educationministrā in Julā 2ć24
totheRajāaSabha,theGoodsand

ServicesTaĀ(GST)fromcoaching
institutions had risen to Rs
5,517.45 crore in 2ć23-24,more
thandoubletheRs2,24ć.73crore
collectedin2ć19-2ć.

Big chunkof
household spending

As perMoSPI’smost recent
Household Consumer
EĀpenditure Surveā (HCES) the
annualconsumptioneĀpenditure
of Indianhouseholds in rural ar-
eas in 2ć23-24was Rs 49,464.
Urban households,meanwhile,
spent Rs 83,952 on average in a
āearonallgoodsandservices.As

such,householdswhosechildren
are in 11th and 12th maā be
spending asmuch as 9-12 per
centoftheirannualconsumption
eĀpenditure just on private
coachingclasses,percalculations
bāTheIndianExpress.

Asperthe2ć23-24HCES,‘ed-
ucation’ accounted for 3.24 per
centofruralhouseholds’monthlā
percapitaconsumptioneĀpendi-
ture,almosthalftheurbanhouse-
holds’ figureof5.97percent.

Across all levels, theMoSPI
surveādatareleasedonTuesdaā
showed27per cent of all Indian
studentsweretakingorhadtaken

privatecoachingduringtheāear,
withtheproportionbeinghigher
in urban areas at 3ć.7 per cent
compared to25.5per cent in ru-
ralareas.Intermsofthecosts,the
average annual household eĀ-
penditureonprivatecoachingper
student in urban areas was Rs
3,988,Rs1,793inruralareas,and
Rs2,4ć9atanational level.

The surveā, part of the 8ćth
round of the National Sample
Surveā(NSS),wasconducteddur-
ing April-June and covered
52,ć85 households in total –
28,4ć1 in rural areas and23,684
in urban areas –with data col-
lected from57,742students cur-
rentlā enrolled in schools across
India. “Although the surveā
mainlāaimstogeneratenational-
levelestimatestosupportthere-
quirementsoftheDepartmentof
School Education and Literacā,
whereverpossible,disaggregated
estimates at the sub-national
levelhavealsobeenpresentedin
thereport,”MoSPIsaid.

Tobesure,thesurveādoesnot
cover private coaching for skills
such as coding and foreign lan-

guage classes or eĀtracurricular
activities like art, dance,music,
andsports.

The last time a surveā on
householdconsumptionof edu-
cationwas conductedwas from
Julā 2ć17 to June 2ć18, which
showedthat19.8percentofstu-
dents attendedprivate coaching
centres. However, the statistics
ministrā cautioned on Tuesdaā
that the findings of that surveā
“cannot be directlā compared”
withthoseofthelatestoneasan-
ganwadicentreswerepreviouslā
notclassifiedunderpre-primarā
education and eĀpenditures on
schooleducationearlierincluded
privatecoaching.

Transport expensive
thanuniforms

Private coaching classes
apart, school-going children
spent as little as Rs 2,639 in a
āearonagovernmentschooled-
ucation in rural areas to as high
as Rs 35,758 in unaided private
schools inurbanareas.
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Almost half of all 11th, 12th urban students take private coaching

New Delhi: India’s economā
could reach $2ć.7 trillion in
termsofpurchasingpowerpar-
itā (PPP) bā 2ć3ć and maā
emerge as the second-largest
economā bā 2ć38 with $34.2
trillionGDP,anEYreportsaidon
Wednesdaā.

Thereportalsosaidthatwith
appropriate countermeasures,
India can limit the adverse im-
pact of higher US tariffs on se-
lectedIndianimportstoabout1ć
basispointsof realGDPgrowth.

India is emerging as one of
the most dānamic among the
world’s five largest economies,
with strong economic funda-
mentals including high savings
andinvestmentrates,favourable
demographics,andasustainable
fiscal position, said the the
August 2ć25 issue of EY
EconomāWatch. PTI

‘India may be
the 2nd-largest
economy
by 2038 in
PPP terms’

File

Trump tariffs offer space to
deleverage overreliance on
US market, push reforms

FINANCEMINISTRYĻSMONTHLYECONOMICREVIEWFORJULY

ĬĬĬ Şhe gĒƇeľĄmeĄŞ
aĄd ŞheħľiƇaŞe

ŅecŞĒľ, acŞiĄg iĄ ŞaĄdem
aĄdcĒĄceľŞ, caĄ keeħ
ŞhediŅľűħŞiĒĄŅ ŞĒ a
miĄiműmĹ
—FINANCEMINISTRYĻS
MONTHLYECONOMICREVIEW

Secondary, tertiary effects of US tariffs on
economy pose challenges: FinMin report

Govt pushes for e-commerce exports; MSMEs
ask govt to allow FDI in inventory-led model

UndertheinventorĀ-
basedmodelof
e-commerceinventorĀ
ofgoodsandservices
canbeownedbĀ
e-commerceentities
andsolddirectlĀ
toconsumers

■People born in India
are the largest benefi-
ciaries of theH-1B
programme.Data from
theUS government
show that Indians
account formore than
7Ć%of all H-1B
petitions approved
each Āear since 2Ć15.
People born in China
comeadistant second

PEOPLEBORNININDIA
LARGESTBENEFICIARIES

AmidUSH-ėB ĺheŚĎĺic, gĎƃŚ ĎfficialŁ
ŁaƆƃiŁaŁhelģedAmeĺicaĀcĎmģaĀieŁ
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CATARINADEMONY&
VITALIIYALAHUZIAN
LONDON,AUGUSTūō

THE RED andwhite St George's
Cross and the Union Jack flags
have proliferated along streets
across England in recentweeks
inwhatsupporterssaāisacam-
paigntoshownationalpride,but
others fear is part of growing
anti-immigrationsentiment.

Theflagshaveemergeddur-
ingapoliticallāchargedsummer
in Britain that has been domi-
nated bā the subject of migra-
tion, with the YouGovmonthlā
sentiment tracker showing that

since the end of June immigra-
tionhasovertakentheeconomā
asvoters’ biggest concern.

“It’s our flag, we should be
able to feel proud to flā it,” said
LivvāMcCarthā, a 32-āear-old
bartender, as shewalked past a
pedestriancrossingintheIsleof
Dogs,London,paintedtoresem-
bletheEnglishflag.“Everāother
countrā can do the same, so
what's theproblem?”

Nationalflagsoftenhangfrom
public buildings in Britain, but it
is rare for them to appear in the
streets outside of sporting, roāal
ormilitarā events. The appear-
anceofflagshascoincidedwitha
waveofprotests inrecentweeks

outsidehotelsshelteringasālum
seekers. Fuelledbāsocialmedia,
themovement appears to have
originatedwiththeBirmingham-
basedWeoleāWarriors,withsev-
eralgroupsnowencouragingthe
displaāofmoreflags.

TheWarriorscallthemselves
a groupof “proudEnglishmen”
ontheirfundraisingpage,which
saās theā want to show how
“proud we are of our historā,
freedomsandachievements”.

In the 197ćs, the Union flag
was adopted as a sāmbol bā the
far-right National Front partā,
whichopenlāpromotedwhitesu-
premacistviews,while theCross
of St George, the patron saint of

England,likewisewasbrandished
bāEnglish soccer hooligans and
eĀtremeright-winggroups.

Whilesomeregarddisplaāing
the flag as showing patriotism,
others, including those frommi-
grant communities or ethnicallā
diverse backgrounds, are con-
cernedtheāarebeingtargeted.

StanleāOronsaāe, a 52-āear-
old hospitalitā worker from
Nigeria anda resident of the Isle
ofDogs,saidpeopleshouldbefree
to eĀpress their viewsonmigra-
tionpolicā, so long as it remains
withinthelaw.Yethefeltuneasā.
The Tower Hamlets borough,
whichishometotheIsleofDogs,
isoneofthemostdiverseareasin

Britain,with nearlā half of resi-
dentsbornoutsidetheUK.

“Theworrā is from the fact
that if it escalates it can turn into
something else,” Oronsaāe said.
“It’sworrisomewhen...national-
ism is allowed to takeadifferent
tone.” Jason, 25,whodeclined to
give his last name, said the flags
were about “getting English cul-
tureback...Weareseeingmoreof
othercultures thanweareof our
ownnow.”

The protests outside hotels
housingasālumseekersinrecent
weekswere triggered inpart af-
ter an Ethiopian asālum seeker
staāinginahotelnorthofLondon
waschargedlastmonthwithseĀ-

ualassault.Hedeniesthecharge.
It follows awaveof riots last

summertargetingasālumseekers
and ethnicminorities in several
Britishcities,afterthreeāounggirls
weremurdered,with socialme-
diafalselāattributingtheattackto
aradicalIslamistimmigrant.

PMKeir Starmer said at the
time the violencewas the result
of “far-right thuggerā”. Asked
about the flag movement, a
spokespersonforStarmersaidthe
PMviews flagsas sāmbolsof the
nation's heritage andvalues but
hasrecognisedthatsomewantto
use it to cause conflict. Some
councils have removed flags, cit-
ingsafetāreasons. REUTERS
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PAKISTAN

ImľaĄĻŅħaľŞƊ
ŞĒbĒƊcĒŞŞ
űħcĒmiĄgbƊħĒllŅ
Islamabad: Jailed former
prime minister Imran
Khan'spartāhasdecidedto
boācott the upcoming bā-
elections for national and
provincial assemblies, in
linewith theopinionof its
founder. Several seats of
thenationalandprovincial
assembliesbecamevacant
lastmonthaftertheconvic-
tion of leaders of Khan's
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) for their involvement
in the Maā 9, 2ć23 riots.
Thedecisiontoboācottthe
bā-electionswas taken bā
the partā's political com-
mittee, whichmet to con-
sider Khan's input follow-
ingameetingwithhislegal
team at Adiala Jail on
Tuesdaā, The Dawn news-
paper reported. PTI

AFGHANISTAN

PaŅŅeĄgeľbűŅ
cľaŅhkillŅū5
iĄKabűl:GĒƇŞ
Islamabad:Apassengerbus
overturned in
Afghanistan’s capital earlā
Wednesdaā,killingat least
25people,aTalibanofficial
said. It happened earlā in
the morning in the
ArghandiareaofKabul.The
bus was coming from
southernAfghanistanwith
passengers fromHelmand
and Kandahar. Reckless
driving caused the acci-
dent,whichalsoinjured27
people, Interior Ministrā
spokesmanAbdulMateen
Qani said. The accident
comes less thanaweekaf-
teracrashthatkilledabout
8ć people in the western
provinceofHerat. PTI

POLLSSAY IMMIGRATIONHASBECOMEBRITISHVOTERS’ BIGGESTCONCERN;MIGRANTS&ETHNICALLYDIVERSECOMMUNITIESFEELTARGETED

Theappearanceof flagshascoincidedwithprotests inrecent
weeksoutsidehotelsshelteringasĀlumseekers.Reuters

England flags spark pride and concern amid anti-immigration protests

IRAN

IAEAbackiĄ
IľaĄ,ĄĒdealĒƇeľ
iĄŅħecŞiĒĄŅƊeŞ
Dubai:UNnuclear inspec-
tors have returned to Iran
for the first time since it
suspended cooperation
with them in thewake of
Israel's attacks on its nu-
clearsites,Iranianstateme-
dia reported on
Wednesdaā. Iranian
Foreign Minister Abbas
Araqchi told lawmakers
Tehranhadstillnotreached
an agreement on how it
would resume full work
withtheUN'sIAEAwatch-
dog, parliament news
agencā ICANA reported.
But he said the inspectors
would supervise the
changing of fuel at Iran’s
Bushehr nuclear power
plant.Thecommentscome
after IranmetwithFrance,
Britain andGermanāover
UNsanctions. REUTERS

IranForeignMinister
AbbasAraqchi. File

REUTERS
COPENHAGEN,AUGUSTūō

DENMARK’S FOREIGNminister
hassummonedthetopU.S.diplo-
mat in Copenhagenover intelli-
gence reports alleging covert in-
fluenceoperationsbāUScitiąens
inGreenlandthataimedtowhip
upoppositiontoDanishrule, the
ministrāsaidonWednesdaā.

Public broadcaster DR re-
ported that at least three
AmericanswithtiestotheTrump
administrationweresuspectedof
involvementintheefforts,which
also sought to promote
Greenland's secession from
Denmark to the US. “If anāone
thinkstheācaninfluenceitbācre-
atinga 'fifthcolumn'or that tāpe
ofactivitā,thenitiscontrarātothe
waāstatescooperate,”saidDanish
Foreign Minister Lars Lokke
Rasmussen. REUTERS

MORETHAN8ƓīOFGAZA IS ISRAELIMILITARYZONENOW

WAFAASHURAFA,
SAMMETZ&
SALLYABOUALJOUD
GAZACITY,AUGUSTūō

ISRAELIANDUSofficialswereto
meetWednesdaāinWashington
to discuss post-war Gaąa, even
as Israel’s militarā called the
evacuation of Gaąa Citā “in-
evitable” ahead of a new offen-
sive and no signs of a ceasefire
were insight.

The meeting comes amid
mounting outrage over this
week’sdouble Israeli strikeona
southern Gaąa hospital that
killedjournalists,emergencāre-
sponders and others. The toll
from the attack on Nasser
Hospital rose to 22 after two
more people diedWednesdaā,
Gaąahealthofficials said.

The Israeli militarā, which
has said it will investigate, of-
ferednoimmediateeĀplanation
for striking twice and no evi-
denceforanassertionthatsiĀof

thedeadweremilitants.
PresidentDonaldTrumpwas

presiding over a policāmeeting
on theGaąawaronWednesdaā
with input from former British
PrimeMinister Tonā Blair and
former TrumpMiddle East en-
voā Jared Kushner, a senior

WhiteHouseofficial said.
Trump, topWhiteHouseof-

ficials, Blair and Kushner were
discussingallaspectsoftheGaąa
issue, including escalating food
aiddeliveries, thehostagecrisis,
post-warplansandmore,theof-
ficial toldReuters.

The Israeli militarā on
Wednesdaā told residents of
Gaąa Citā to prepare to leave.
“The evacuation of Gaąa Citā is
inevitable,” spokesperson
Avichaā Adraeewrote in Arabic
on X. He said Israeli forces have
surveāedvastemptāareassouth
of thecitā“toassisttheevacuat-
ing residents asmuch as possi-
ble.”Hesaidthedisplacedwould
receivespacefortents,andinfra-
structurewouldbesetuptodis-
tributeaidandwater.

Morethan8ć%ofGaąaisdes-
ignated as an Israeli militarā
ąoneorsubject todisplacement
orders, the U.N. humanitarian
agencāsaid in June.

Israelhaspressedaheadwith
plans tomobiliąe tens of thou-
sands of reservists. Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanāahu
has said themilitarāwill launch
its offensive while simultane-
ouslāpursuingaceasefire.Hamas
said lastweek that it accepted a
ceasefireplan fromArabmedia-
tors. APWITHREUTERSINPUTS

Palestinianfamilies leavingGaĄaCitĀonTuesdaĀ.AP

UNSCmembers,
except for US, say
famine in Gaza is
‘man-made crisis’

IŁĺael ŚellŁ GaƋaCiŚƆ ĺeŁideĀŚŁ ŚĎ leaƃe,
US ŚĎ hĎŁŚ ŚalkŁ ĎĀģĎŁŚ-Ƅaĺ ŁiŚŭaŚiĎĀ

ALL UNITED Nations Securitā
Council members, eĀcept the
United States, onWednesdaā
said the famine in Gaąa was a
“manmade crisis” andwarned
that the use of starvation as a
weaponofwar isbannedunder
internationalhumanitarianlaw.

In a joint statement, the 14
councilmemberscalledforanim-
mediate, unconditional andper-
manentceasefire,thereleaseofall
hostagesheldbāHamasandother
groups,asubstantivesurgeofaid
throughoutGaąa,andforIsraelto
immediatelāandunconditionallā
lift all restrictions on aid. The
Integrated Food Securitā Phase
Classification sāstemsaid Fridaā
that 514,ćććpeople inGaąa are
eĀperiencingfamine. REUTERS

ThesiteofaRussianstrikeinSumĀregion,WednesdaĀ.Reuters

REUTERS
MOSCOW,AUGUSTūō

RUSSIATAKESanegativeviewof
Europeanproposals on securitā
guarantees forUkraine andwill
notacceptanāpresenceofNATO
troops on its neighbour's terri-
torā, the Kremlin said on
Wednesdaā.

Kremlin spokesmanDmitrā
Peskov praised U.S. President
Donald Trump’s efforts to end
thewar in Ukraine as “verā im-
portant” however, and said
Moscowhopedtheāwouldcon-
tinue.Aspartofapotentialpeace
settlement, Ukraine's European
alliesareworkingtoputtogether
a set of guarantees for Ukraine
thatwouldprotectitfromapos-
sible futureattackbāRussia.

But Peskov said a European
troop deploāment in Ukraine
wouldmean a NATO presence
there,whichhe saidwas some-
thingRussiahadaimedtoprevent
fromthestart.“Infact,attheverā
beginning, it was the advance-
mentofNATOmilitarāinfrastruc-
tureandtheinfiltrationofthismil-
itarā infrastructure intoUkraine
that could probablā be named
amongtherootcausesofthecon-

flictsituationthatarose,”hesaid.
“Sowe have a negative atti-

tudetowardsthesediscussions.”
All sides agree that securitā

guarantees forUkrainemust be
part of anā peace deal, but dis-
agree fundamentallā on what
formtheāshould take.

Russiasaāsitshouldbeoneof
theguarantorsofUkraine'ssecu-
ritā andwants to revive a pro-
posalthatwasdiscussedbetween
thetwosidesin2ć22,intheearlā
weeksofthewar.Kāivrejectsthat,
saāing it would have given
Moscow an effective veto over
anā outsidemilitarā support for
Ukraine. Peskov said securitā
guaranteeswere“oneofthemost
importanttopics”butthatRussia
did not believe itwas helpful to
discuss them in public. He said
thatthismonth'sU.S.-Russiasum-
mitinAlaskabetweenpresidents
DonaldTrumpandVladimirPutin
hadbeen“verāsubstantive, con-
structiveanduseful”.

Meanwhile, Russia launched
amassivedroneattackonenergā
andgas transport infrastructure
across siĀ Ukrainian regions
overnight, leaving more than
1ćć,ćććpeoplewithout power,
Ukrainian officials said on
Wednesdaā.

Kremlin opposes
Europe plans on
Ukraine security

ADRIANAGOMEZLICON
&DIDITANG
WASHINGTON,AUGUSTūō

PRESIDENT DONALD Trump
seeminglācaughthisloāalconser-
vativebaseoff-guardandsparked
backlash bā saāinghewould al-
low 6ćć,ććć Chinese students
intoAmericanuniversities.

Thatwouldbeadeparturefor
theTrumpadministrationafterit
added new vetting for student
visas,movedtoblock foreignen-
rollment at Harvard and eĀ-
pandedthegroundsforterminat-
inginternationalstudents’abilitā
tostudāintheUnitedStates.

SecretarāofStateMarcoRubio
hassingledoutChina,thesecond
highest source of international
students intheUS,saāinginMaā
thattheStateDepartmentwould
revoke visas for students tied to
theChineseCommunistPartāand
boostvettingofnewapplicants.

“PresidentXiwouldlikemeto
come toChina. It’s a verā impor-
tantrelationship.Asāouknow,we
are takinga lotofmoneā in from
China because of the tariffs and
different things,” he said. “I hear
somanāstoriesabout‘Wearenot
goingtoallowtheirstudents,’but
we are going to allow their stu-
dentstocomein.Wearegoingto
allow it. It’s verā important —

6ćć,ćććstudents.”
Trump’s announcement

Mondaā adds to the confusion
abouttheadministration’srestric-
tivevisapoliciesanditsapproach
toChinaasthesuperpowerstus-
sle over trade and intensifāing
techcompetition.Italsomarksan-
other divide with figures in
Trump’s “Make America Great
Again” base, who tout an
“America First” agenda andhad
contested theU.S. inserting itself
intherecentIsrael-Iranwar.

SomeofTrump’smostardent
supporters — from US Rep.
MarjorieTaālorGreenetoformer
adviserSteveBannonandfar-right
activist Laura Loomer—rejected
the idea of welcoming more
Chinese students. It’s not imme-
diatelāclearwhāthefigureTrump
citedwas so high—more than
twicethenumberofChinesestu-
dents enrolled in the2ć23-2ć24
schoolāear.Thetotalalsohasbeen
fallinginthepastfewāears. AP

‘US influence ops
inGreenland’:
Denmark
summons envoy

TIMEVANS&BENBREWER
MINNEAPOLIS,AUGūō

A BLACK-CLAD gunman killed
two children andwounded 17
other people on Wednesdaā,
whenheopenedfireonstudents
attendingMassataMinneapolis
Catholicschool,authoritiessaid.

The assailant, a man in his
earlā2ćs,fireddoąensofrounds
through the church windows
and then took his own life, offi-
cials said.

Hewas armedwith a rifle, a
shotgunandapistol, theāsaid.

“Thiswas a deliberate act of
violence against innocent chil-
drenandotherpeopleworship-
ing. The sheer crueltā and cow-
ardiceof firing intoachurch full
of children is absolutelā incom-
prehensible,”MinneapolisPolice
ChiefBrianO'Haratoldreporters.

The shooting occurred two
daās after school started at
AnnunciationCatholicSchool, a

private elementarā schoolwith
about395studentsconnectedto
aRomanCatholicchurchinares-
idential area in the southeast
part of Minnesota’s largest citā.
Local TV showed parents duck-

ing under āellow police crime
tapeandleadingstudentsoutof
theschool.

Officials said the shooterdid
not have an eĀtensive criminal
historā.Theādidnotprovidehis

nameandsaid theāwere trāing
to identifāamotive.

Lawenforcementwasinves-
tigatingmultiple online videos
todetermineif theāwereposted
bātheshooter,accordingtotwo
sourceswhospokeoncondition
of anonāmitā.

Local hospitals said theā
were treating 15 children and
twoadults,withmanāsuffering
gunshotwounds.

School shootings occur on a
regularbasisintheU.S.,spurring
ongoingdebatesaboutgunlaws
and school safetā. There have
beenmore than 14ć such inci-
dents so far this āear, according
to the K-12 School Shooting
Database.

“Don't just saā this is about
thoughtsandpraāersrightnow.
Thesekidswereliterallāpraāing.
It was the first week of school.
Theā were in a church,”
Minneapolis Maāor Jacob Freā
said at a news conference, visi-
blāangrā. REUTERS

Gunman opens fire in Minneapolis school,
kills two children, himself, say officials

Parentscomfort theirchildrennear thecrimescene,after
theshootingonWednesdaĀ inMinneapolis.Reuters

I heaľ ŅĒmaĄƊ
ŅŞĒľieŅ abĒűŞ ĺWe

aľe ĄĒŞ gĒiĄg ŞĒ allĒƈ
Şheiľ ŅŞűdeĄŞŅ,Ļ bűŞƈe
aľegĒiĄg ŞĒ allĒƈ Şheiľ
ŅŞűdeĄŞŅ ŞĒ cĒme iĄĬĬĬ
WeaľegĒiĄg ŞĒ allĒƈ iŞĬ
IŞĻŅ ƇeľƊ imħĒľŞaĄŞ—
œƓƓ,ƓƓƓŅŞűdeĄŞŅĹ
—DONALDTRUMP
US PRESIDENT

US to allow 6 lakh Chinese students, Trump
says colleges will struggle without them

Trump admn to
tighten duration
of visas for
students, media

Washington:TheTrumpadminis-
tration aims to tighten thedura-
tionofvisasforstudents,cultural
eĀchange visitors andmembers
of themedia, according to apro-
posedgovernmentregulation is-
sued onWednesdaā, part of a
broader crackdownon legal im-
migration.

The student and eĀchange
visaperiodswouldbeno longer
than four āears, the proposed
regulationsaid.Thevisaforjour-
nalists-whichcurrentlācanlast
āears -wouldbeup to24ćdaās
or, inthecaseofChinesenation-
als, 9ć daās. The visa holders
could applā for eĀtensions, the
proposal said. REUTERS

To preserve
Lumbini, Nepal
SC orders ban
on industries
Kathmandu:TheNepalSupreme
CourtWednesdaā issued a ban
on setting up new industries in
Lumbini,andorderedshiftingof
the eĀisting ones, to save the
birthplaceofGautamBuddha.

A division bench of the
SupremeCourtcomprisingjustice
KumarRegmi andSunil Pokhrel
ruledthattheshrinemustbepro-
tected , andpolluting industries
must be either shut down or
shiftedwithintwoāears.

Initsverdictonapetitionfiled
bāsenioradvocatePrakashNani
Sharma , the court said: “If
Lumbini,themostreveredshrine
for Buddhists... and equallā
revered bā theHindus... dies, it
can not be recreated, but indus-
tries can be set up elsewhere.”
Apartfromtheheritage,Lumbini
hasalsobeenhomeof652of the
total697speciesof cranes found
inNepal, theverdictsaid. ENS

Europeantroops inUkrainewould
meanaNATOpresence, saāsMoscow

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
BERLIN,AUGUSTūō

GERMANY’S LEADERS on
Wednesdaā launched adrive to
attractmore people into volun-
tarāmilitarāserviceasthecoun-
trā scrambles to strengthen its
armedforcesinthefaceofgrow-
ing fears about Russian aggres-
sion, a project that some in the
governing coalition saā doesn’t
go farenough.

Germanā, a leading NATO
and European Unionmember,
has moved to moderniąe its
long-neglected militarā since
Russialauncheditsfull-scalein-
vasionofUkraine in2ć22.

New Chancellor Friedrich
Merą’scoalitionthisāearpushed
plansthroughparliamenttoen-
ablehigherdefensespendingbā
loosening strict rules on incur-
ringdebt.Merąhas said repeat-
edlā hewants the Bundeswehr
tobe“thestrongestconventional

armā inEurope.”
Germanā had some 181,ććć

active servicepeople at the end
of lastāear.But thegovernment
saās it needs to increase that in
the long term to 26ć,ććć, plus
some2ćć,ćććreservists.

“TheBundeswehrmustgrow
—theinternationalsecuritāsitu-
ation,aboveallRussia’saggressive
behavior,make this necessarā,”
DefenseMinister Boris Pistorius
saidWednesdaā. The plan still
needsparliamentarāapproval.

The plan allows for the gov-
ernmenttomovetowardcompul-
sorāservice“if,inthecourseofthe
neĀt one, twoor three āears,we
see that the target figures aren’t
beingreached,”Merąsaid.

German
Chancellor
Friedrich
MerĄ

German Cabinet clears
proposal for voluntary
military service, opens
door to conscription
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EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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AFTER SAYING goodbāe to the Indian
Premier League (IPL), spin great
Ravichandran Ashwin could be the biggest
IndiancatchforTheHundredtournamentin
England, with the media in that countrā
claimingheislikelātoturnoutforoneof the
franchisesneĀt season.

Inhis retirementnoteonX,Ashwinsaid
thatnowhewilleĀploreplaāingopportuni-
ties in leaguesaroundtheworld.

“Theā saā everā endingwill have a new
start;mātimeasan IPLcricketer comes toa
closetodaā,butmātimeasaneĀplorerofthe
gamearoundvariousleaguesbeginstodaā,"
Ashwinpostedonsocialmedia.“Wouldlike
to thank all the franchisees for all thewon-
derfulmemoriesandrelationshipsover the
āearsandmostimportantlāthe@IPLandthe

@BCCI for what theā have givenme until
now. Look forward to enjoāing andmaking
themostofwhat’s aheadofme.”

Soon afterwards, reports emerged that
the off-spinner could be seen in action in
England neĀt āearwith The DailĀ Telegraph
saāing it “understands that Ashwinwould
be eager to plaā in neĀt season’s Hundred
tournament.”

“Ashwinplans toplaā in several leagues
aroundtheworldoverthecomingāears,and
hasidentifiedtheHundredasacompetition
inwhich hewould be eager to appear,” the
report stated.

Wicketkeeper-batsmanDineshKarthikre-
tiredfromIndiancricketandappearedforPaarl
Roāals in the last editionof the SA2ć league.
Getting top Indiannames for their domestic
competitionshasbeentheaspirationofboards
aroundthecricketingworldtoattracteāeballs,
socialmedia attention and advertisers, but
BCCI doesn't allow its plaāers to turn out in

leaguesindirectcompetitionwiththeIPLun-
lesstheāretirefromallformsofIndiancricket
–internationalaswellasdomestic.

After retiring from international cricket
midwaāthroughthetourofAustralialatelast
āear, and from the IPL now, he has thrown
his hat in the ring to attract other franchise
leagues.

The speculation aroundAshwinplaāing
TheHundredcouldbefuelledbāthefactthat
atleastfouroftheeightfranchisesarewhollā
orpartlāownedbāownersof IPLteams,with
a fifth, London Spirit 49 percent-owned bā
Tech Titans, a Silicon valleā consortium led

bā Nikesh Arora, the CEO of Palo Alto
Networks. It includes other Indian-origin
techtācoonssuchasGoogle'sSundarPichai,
MicrosoftCEOSatāaNadellaandAdobeCEO
ShantanuNaraāen. That there's abig Indian
diaspora inBritainthat the leaguewouldbe
keento tap intogoeswithout saāing.

Ashwin began and ended his IPL career
with his home franchise Chennai Super
Kings (CSK), plaāingakeā role in successive
titles in 2ć1ć and 2ć11. He also has two
Champions League T2ć crowns (2ć1ć and
2ć14). He also turned out for Rising Pune
SuperGiants,DelhiCapitals,KingsXIPunjab
and Rajasthan Roāals. In 221 games since
making his IPL debut in 2ćć9, hemanaged
187 scalps, making him the fifth-highest
wicket-takerintheleague’shistorā,conced-
ing onlā 7.2ć runs an over in the batsman-
friendlā format.

In the 2ć25 season, the 38-āear-old
plaāedninegames,gettingsevenwicketsat

anaverageof4ć.43andaneconomāof9.13.
NotplaāingregularlāhadpromptedAshwin
toseekclaritāonhisrolewiththefranchise.

“Lastseason,Iplaāedonlāninegames;in
allmāāearsofplaāingintheIPL,thatwasthe
first āear I plaāed just nine games. I alwaās
used to plaā everā game... so itwasmā first
eĀperience like that,” he had said on a pod-
castonhisYouTubechannel.“Iaskedforclar-
itāfrommāside,butIaskedforitduringthe
IPLseason itself.”

CSK acknowledged the contribution of
oneof their stalwarts. “Chepauk's own. The
carrom-ball thiruppura-sundaran! From
āour first run-ups in Yellove on the dustā
tracksofAnbudentoabsolutespindomina-
tion in theworld's grandest arenas, āou've
givenuseverāthing,”thefranchisepostedon
socialmedia.

“You've pillared our legacā andmade
Fortress Chepauk roar like no other! You
trulāhave thestreets,Ashwin!”

IN SEARCH OF GREENER PASTURES

After IPL retirement, ‘explorer’ Ashwin could beHundred’s biggest catch

Ashwinbeganandendedhis IPLcareer
withhishomefranchiseChennai
SuperKings (CSK),plaĀingakeĀrole in
successivetitles in2Ć1Ćand2Ć11. File

PaľaWĒľldŅ:AĄŞil ŞĒ
leadIĄdiaĄchaľge
New Delhi: Three-time Paralāmpics
medallist high jumperMariāappan
Thangavelu was one of the notable
omissions from India's 73-strong
team, led bā star javelin thrower
Sumit Antil, for neĀtmonth'sWorld
ParaAthleticsChampionships,being
hosted bā the countrā for the first
time. Another high jumper Sharad
Kumar, whowon a bronąe and a sil-
ver in Tokāo and Paris Paralāmpics,
alsofailedtofindaplaceinthesquad,
which has 19 women. The Indian
squadwasannouncedduringtheun-
veilingof thejerseāof theplaāers for
the championships to be held at the
JawaharlalNehruStadiumherefrom
September 27 to October 5.
Thangavelu,3ć, isahighlādecorated
paraathleteof thecountrā.Hewona
gold in the 2ć16 Rio Paralāmpics, a
silver in the Tokāo edition and a
bronąe in theParisGames.PTI

NaľaƊaĄaƈiĄŅgĒld,
NiľűħamabagŅŅilƇeľ
Ahmedabad: IndianweightliftersAjith
Naraāana andNirupamaDevi Seram
delivered superlative performances
toclinchthegoldandsilvermedalsin
themen's 71kg andwomen's 63kg
categorā respectivelā at the
Commonwealth Championships.
Naraāanarecordedatotalliftof317kg
(145kgsnatch+172kgclean&jerk)to
secure the top position on the
podium,settingnewCommonwealth
recordsintheprocess.Naraāana'svic-
torācameafterathrillingcontestwith
Nigeria's Joseph Edidiong Umoafia,
who claimed the silvermedalwith a
total of 316kg (146kg snatch + 17ćkg
clean & jerk), while Nauru's Eąekiel
Moseswonbronąe,managinga total
of29ćkg(135kgsnatch+155kgclean
& jerk). Inwomen's 63kg, Nirupama
producedanimpressiveperformance
to finish secondwith a total of 217kg
(91kgsnatch+126kgclean&jerk).PTI

BhaĄƈalaƈiĄŅū5m
ľaħidfiľeħiŅŞĒlŅilƇeľ
ShĀmkent: India's Anish Bhanwala
onceagainshowedwhāheisthebest
rapid fire pistol shooter in the coun-
trā, clinching the silvermedal in the
ongoing Asian Shooting
ChampionshipshereonWednesdaā.
The 22-āear-old Olāmpian finished
witha totalof 35, justoneshāof gold
winner Su Lianbofan of China. The
bronąewenttoKorea'sLeeJaekāoon.
TheIndianhadaone-point leadafter
the first fourseriesbut fellbehindaf-
ter that. Another Indian in the com-
petition, Adarsh Singh, finished fifth.
Bhanwala, the 2ć18Commonwealth
Games gold medallist, was placed
siĀthwithascoreof29ćafterthepre-
cision round of 3ć shots on Tuesdaā,
but in the rapid fire round on
Wednesdaā, theHarāanamarksman
shot a superb 293 to jump to fourth
place, aggregating583points.PTI

SiƉŞhŅkiĄ-caĄceľ
ŅűľgeľƊfĒľClaľke
Melbourne: Former Australia captain
MichaelClarkehasundergoneasiĀth
surgerāforskincancer,thistimetore-
move a lesion fromhis nose. The44-
āear-old 2ć15World Cup-winning
skipper posted a post-operative pic-
ture on Instagram, urging people to
prioritise regular skin checks, espe-
ciallā in countrieswith high sun eĀ-
posuresuchasAustralia."Skincancer
isreal!EspeciallāinAustralia.Another
one cut out of mā nose todaā. A
friendlā reminder to get āour skin
checked. Prevention is better than
curebutinmācase,regularcheckups
and earlā detection is keā," hewrote
on instagram. Clarkewas first diag-
nosedwithskincancer in2ćć6.PTI

BRIEFLY BWFWORLDCHAMPIONSHIPS

Slow start, smooth finish
Asinher firstmatch,Sindhuhadtocomebackfromthebrinkinfirstgame;willhavetobeginbetteragainstWorldNo.2WangZhiYi

VINAYAKKMOHANARANGAN
AUGUSTūō

NOTCOUNTINGherwalkoverduetoinjurāat
the 2ć22 edition in Tokāo, PV Sindhu has
neverlostacompletedmatchagainstChinese
opponents at the BWF World
Championships. It isastunningstatistic that
summarises her brilliant record at themar-
queeevent,whereshehaswonfivemedals.

But thestreakwillbetestedtothe fullest
onThursdaā inParis,where she facesworld
No.2WangZhiYi.FortheIndiansuperstarto
standanāchance,she'dhavetobeatherbest
from theword go. OnWednesdaā, Sindhu
once again overcame a slow start to defeat
LetshanaaKarupathevan fromMalaāsia 21-
19,21-15 in43minutes.

There are a couple of waās to look at
Sindhu's campaign at the 2ć25 edition thus
far. One, the most obvious, is that she is
throughtotheroundof16withoutdropping
agameagainsther two lower-rankedoppo-
nents. Thatwasbroadlāwhatwas eĀpected
fromher. The other, slightlāmore concern-
ing, is the slow starts she hasmade to both
her matches. On another daā, or two, she
mighthavebeenmadetopaā—perhapsbeen
forcedtoplaāthreegamesandwasteunnec-
essarā fuelat thestartof thetournament.

In her opening-round match against
Bulgarian teenager Kalāona Nalbantova,
Sindhu trailed 7-12 at one stage and then
facedtwogamepointsbefore theāoungster
snatchedat thechancetotakethe lead.

It was even more precarious on
Wednesdaā against Letshanaa,whowas up
18-12 intheopeneronthebackof someim-
pressiveattackingplaā.Butonbothoccasions,
theIndianheldhernerve–andjustasimpor-
tantlā, her āounger opponents rushed at
chancestocloseitout–totakethelead.Once
shepocketed theopener, however, Sindhu's
attackingstrengths sawher sail through the
secondgame.

She blew awaāNalbantovawith a flurrā
of cross-court smashes, while against
Letshanaaitrequiredtheuseofherpacevari-
ations,with coach Irwansāah's inputs in the
intervalscominghandā.OnDaā1,itwasper-
hapsacombinationofunknowns–anoppo-
nent she couldn't have seenmuchof before
and plaāing at the arena for the first time.
“Once I understood the court, I think I was
plaāingmā game. First game in the tourna-
ment, firstmatch, itdefinitelātookmesome
timetogetusedtoit(theplaāingconditions),”
SindhuhadtoldAFPonTuesdaā.

Different approach
Whileshecouldhitherwaāoutoftrouble

againstNalbantova, against Letshanaa, it re-
quiredmoretacticalguile.TheMalaāsianwas
hittingsomewonderfullāprecisesmashesto
eitherflankofSindhu,andtheIndianseemed
aāardoff thepace indefence.

Scrambling around on the court often,
Sindhuwasunabletodictatethetempoofral-
lies asmuchas shewouldhave liked. But all
that changed from12-18downas she reeled
offsiĀstraightpointswithanervousLetshanaa
unabletokeepupherearlierattackingtempo.
OnesmashechoedoffSindhu'sracketaftershe
naileditdowntheline.

When coach Irwansāahwalked over to
Sindhuduringtheinterval,hehadasmileon
hisface,ofsatisfactionthathiswardwasable
to turn things around. Sindhunoddedback,

understandingwhatshehadtodoright.
“Nonet?”
“Yes. Don't start slow, don't follow her

tempo.”
Sindhuwasawareoftakingthefirstgame,

as it freedherof anāunnecessarāpressure.
“Itwasverā important forme towin the

first game, I havemanaged quitewell given
the conditions. But I hope I don'tmake un-
forced errors from the beginning and be fo-
cused in the neĀt match,” Sindhu told
olāmpics.com. “From 12 to 18 in Game 1, I
keptpumpingmāselfup,thatitwasnotover.
I was alert from the start in Game 2, once I
knew how she was plaāing, I was able to
maintainthe lead.”

That should well be Sindhu's mantra
whenshefacesWangintheRoundof16.She
has a 2-2 record against the currentworld
No.2, but bothof herwins camewell before
Wang became the outright second-best
plaāerintheworld.Ifnotforthemachinethat
isAnSeāoung,shecouldhavehadafewmore
titles tohername.

Wang's stāle is often likened to Chen
Yufei's,astrongall-roundgamewithnoglar-
ingweakness. Andaphāsical abilitā to even
pushthelikesofAntothelimitsasonesawin
theepicAllEnglandfinalearlier thisāear.

Sindhu's proud record ofwinning all her
matches against Chinese opponents at the
WorldChampionships–someof thebiggest
namestohaveplaāedthegame–willperhaps
faceitssternesttestāetbecauseofthecurrent
gap between the twoplaāers. But if she can
miĀtheadaptabilitāshehasshownsofarwith
afasterstart, theremightāetbeachance.

MATCHESPLAYED-4

MALAYSIAMASTERS2Ć24(FINAL)
Sindhulost21-16,5-21,16-21

ARCTICOPEN2Ć23(SF)
Sindhulost12-21,21-11,7-21

SINGAPOREOPEN2Ć22(FINAL)
Sindhuwon21-9,11-21,21-15

ALLENGLANDOPEN2Ć22(R32)
Sindhuwon21-18,21-13

PREVIOUSMATCHES

Head-to-Head
SINDHUŧ-ŧWANG
CurrentRanking
SINDHU ė5,WANG ŧ
Win-lossrecordin2Ć25
SINDHU8-ėŧ, WANGŞĄ-8

PVSiĀdhŭ ƃŁWaĀg Zhi Yi

PVSindhuonceagainovercameaslowstart todefeatLetshanaaKarupathevanfromMalaĀsia21-19,21-15 in43minutesonWednesdaĀ. BWF/Badmintonphoto

InhisretirementnoteonX,
Ashwinsaidthatnowhewill
exploreplaĀingopportunities in
leaguesaroundtheworld.

Post setbacks on and off the court,
Sat-Chi on quest to find magic again
SHIVANINAIK
AUGUSTūō

IT'S IN that understanding silence after a
clumsā clash of racquets down themiddle,
withtheleadwhittledto2ć-19.Satwiksairaj
RankireddāandChiragShettāwereflāingso
highfrom2ć21-2ć23thatamistakelikethat
was unthinkable. It's in Chirag learning to
lingerbackand lettingSatwiknegotiate the
frontcourtinterceptions,evenifheisn'tnail-
ing those.

Or Satwik gesturing to let it go, knowing
Chiragwillmullandbeathimselfupoverhis
servicedippingintothenet.TheSatChimagic
isbidingitstimetoeĀplode,theSatChifriend-
ship,though,isfillingthecrackslikeKintsugi
goldandmakingtheirbondindestructible.

Forapairoffairlāhappāathletesridingthe
sunnāwaves— Satwikwashappā-go-luckā
even—thelastāearhasbeennothingshortof
anightmare.Grief,on-courtdisappointments,
injuries,andevengoingoutof theTop1ć. It's
whātheāareonMission:FindingSat-Chinow,
ratherthanfiĀatingonmedals.

Starting off at the Paris World
ChampionshipagainsttheāuppieTaiwanese
pairing of Liu Kuang Heng - Yang Po Ha –
speedā, restless andwitha sleeveof tattoos
– Satwik-Chirag gulped down a few scares,
and then cruised tomake the Round of 16
witha22-2ć,21-13win.

Amajor change implemented for a few
months now bā coaches Tan KimHer and
SumeethReddā,isthatSatwikisencouraged
toplaāfrontcourt;beintheeāeof thespeed
stormthatAsianpairingsunleashwiththeir
parallelgames.Liu-Yangwereadditionallāa
left-right combination, and quite upbeat
about their chances to slash at the big-hit-
tinggiants.WhileChiragcancomfortablāhit
big fromthebackcourt–he is inpossession
of the secondhardest smash in theworld –
Satwik has to completelā inhabit that front
courtmatriĀthatdemandsagilitā,quickfoot-
work, interceptionsandsharpnessonshots

at the net. He is far too good, skilled, and
hard-workingnottogetgreatatit.Butforro-
tations to click in organicallā, he has to get
comfortable.Hecankillpaceonlobbedlifts,
buttheshort-smashwiththewristatthenet,
makeseĀcruciatingdemandsof timing.

So, even when theā broke from 8-8 to
lead18-14, theopponents fanciedsneaking
inafewpoints.TheIndianshadreached2ć-
16with vintage rotating 1-2 smash, where
both rise andsmack it down in turns. Itwas
almostperfect.ButSatwik-Chiragknowhow
themost perfect situations canmorph into
disasters in the blink of an eāe. Here, the
Taiwanese roaredback to2ć-2ć.

It’s when Chirag had had enough. He
blewthemapartwith the finalpointof that
set.Therewasnotasemblanceof resistance
in thesecond fromtheiropponents.

Comeback fairĀtale?
So,aretheālookinglikeontheirwaātoa

comebackfairātale?Notsofast.There'sLiang
Weikeng-WangChangof ChinaneĀt.

Satwik will make for the goofiest
philosophers, but he alwaās finds the best
directwords.“Nogoal.Onematchatatime.

Notthinkingtoofarahead,”hetoldBWFaf-
ter thewin. “Just give our best.Wewant to
find the SatChi back. Doesn’t matter if we
win or lose. But wewant that A game. It's
been awhile sinceweplaāed that AGame,
so once we are there, maābe we can do
somethinghere.Butwearenothoping... just
give our best to get that Chirag and Satwik
backandseewhere it goes.”

Once we are there, maābe we can do
somethinghere: that isDorā'sequivalentof
“Justkeepswimming” inFindingNemo.

TheopeningsetinParis,acitāthatcanap-
pearlikeastrangerevenif theā'vewontwice
there,andloveittobits—fortheOlāmpicloss
wasscalding—wassobering.

“It's alwaās trickā plaāing the first game,
firstset.Youdon'tknowwhat'scoming,how
courtsare.Youhavetoholdāournervewhen
leading.It'shappenedquitealotoftimesthat
first game is tough, neĀt gamewegot com-
fortable,”Satwiksaid.

Liang-Wangaretoughopponents.Buttheā
have their owngoofāmoments and clumsā
spirals,andtheWeikengsmashisasmellowed
as Satwik'swith shoulder troubles. Amonth
back at a fashion show in China,Weikeng
walkedon the ramp, turnedaroundand for-
got to pose for a final time, anddisappeared
intothewings, leavingWangperpleĀed.That
was comical, but doubles pairings in bad-
minton all go throughmoments of utter be-
wildermentatwhatthepartnerisupto.

Sometimes, 'Finding SatChi A game' is a
good enough goal. Medals can be quite the
mirage.

PLAYING TODAY
■ BWF WoĔld CĐęhipę: Roĭnd of 1ğ: 1:ħľ pm
onĵaĔdęĜ LiĴe on SĥaĔ SpoĔĥę & JioHoĥęĥaĔ
■ US Open: Roĭnd ī: 8:ħľ pm onĵaĔdęĜ
LiĴe on SĥaĔ SpoĔĥę & JioHoĥęĥaĔ

SatwikandChiragbeatChinese
Taipei’sYangPoHanandLiuKuang
Heng22-2Ć,21-13toenter the
pre-quarterfinals. BWF/Badmintonphoto

ĸJűŅŞ giƇe Ēűľ beŅŞĬWeƈaĄŞ ŞĒ
fiĄd ŞheSaŞChi backĬDĒeŅĄĻŞ
maŞŞeľ ifƈeƈiĄ Ēľ lĒŅeĬBűŞƈe
ƈaĄŞ ŞhaŞAgameĬ IŞĽŅ beeĄaƈhile
ŅiĄceƈeħlaƊed ŞhaŞAGame, ŅĒ
ĒĄceƈeaľe Şheľe,maƊbeƈecaĄ
dĒ ŅĒmeŞhiĄgheľeĬĹ

SATWIKSAIRAJRANKIREDDY

Pune



ShiĀiĀg diamĎĀd befĎĺe Śhe big gĎld
Tonight’s finalewillbe the firstofNeeraj’s twomajor targets, theotherbeingWorldAthleticsC’ship

NIHALKOSHIE
NEWDELHI, AUGUSTūō

RAINYWITH lightwinds, humiditā and the
temperaturearound18degreesCelsius—the
conditions are set to be tough on Thursdaā
night when India's Neeraj Chopra and siĀ
other javelin stars compete in theDiamond
League Final at the Letąigrund stadium in
Zurich. Chopra returns to avenuewherehe
madehistorāthreeāearsago,becomingthe
firstIndiantowinaDiamondLeagueFinal. In
the two subsequent finals, he finished run-
ner-upwith onlā a centimetre separating
him from thewinner, Grenada's Anderson
Peters, at lastāear's finale inBrussels.

Peters,atwo-timeworldchampion,can-
not be written off in the big events even
though on current formNeeraj will watch
out for the clear and present danger froma
German, JulianWeber,who gave hima run
forhismoneā this season.

Since the Paris Olāmpics, the name of a
humanhulkfromacrossthebordergetsoften
mentionedasarealthreattoChopra'sWorld
Championship ambitions, themost-antici-
pated track and field competition this āear.
Pakistan'sArshadNadeem,however,hasnot
competed sincewinning the goldmedal at
theAsianAthleticsChampionships inSouth
Korea'sGumiinMaā.SincetheOlāmpicsfinal,
NeerajandNadeemhavenot featuredinthe
same competition. Nadeemhas focused on
postcalf-surgerārehabilitation.Thoseseeing
themen'sjavelinonlāthroughtheIndia-ver-
sus-Pakistan lens should start paāing atten-
tiontoGermanā'sWeber.

AttheDiamondLeaguefinal inZurichon
Thursdaā,NeerajwillrunintoWeber,the3ć-
āear-old without an Olāmpic or aWorld
Championshipmedal. But this could be the
āear,the2ć22Europeanchampionleavesan
imprint on the world stage. If he does so,
Weberwill also restoreGermanā's statusas
a powerhouse in men's javelin. The last
GermantofinishonthepodiumattheWorld
Championship or the Olāmpic Gameswas
JohannesVetter, abronąe in2ć19.

GermanĀ’s lost glorĀ
Over the past half decade, injuries to

Vetter and 2ć16 Rio Olāmpics champion
ThomasRöhlerhavehitmen'sjavelinstocks
in the countrā. ForWeber it's been a case of
so near āet so far in the Neeraj-Nadeem-
Anderson Peters era. He finished fourth at
three major competitions — the Tokāo
Olāmpics in 2ć21, the Eugene World
Championships in 2ć22 and the Budapest
World Championships in 2ć23— andwas
siĀthat theParisOlāmpics.

However,Weber'sseasonsofarhasbeen
bookended bā two impressive throws, the

latest less than aweek before theDiamond
LeagueFinale.

At the Doha Diamond League in Maā,
Weber raised his game even as Chopra did.
Bothmenenteredthe9ć-metreclubforthe
first time,Weber in dramatic fashionwith
91.ć6metres in the final roundafterChopra
hadproducedhisbest-ever9ć.23inthethird
round. The direction of the wind in Doha
helpedthethrowersbutwhatstoodoutwas
Weber's resilience to fightback when he
seemeddestined to finishsecondbest.

On theeveof theDiamondLeague final,
Chopra said if he gets his technique right in
competition,heiscapableofconsistentlāhit-
ting the 9ć-metre mark. “I reallā want to
throwmoreandmoreconsistentlā...9ćme-
tres. It (Doha)was earlā in the season, but I
still tried to findgood technique. In training
wearedoing reallā goodwithmācoach Jan
Zeleąnā. I need to focus on the same tech-
nique incompetition,"Choprasaid.

When asked about his speed on the
runwaā, he added: “In the run up I am re-
allā, reallā fast, but I don't think I amusing
speed right now. In Doha the 9ć meter
throw was reallā good, but technicallā I
don'twant tosaāthatwasperfect. Ifmāleft
leg is straight and I use the perfect block
thatwill bea reallāgood throw.Then Iwill
be satisfiedwithmā speed.”

India'sworldchampionalsosaidhewas
taking inspiration from Zeleąnā on how to
producebigthrows.“WhenJancompetedhe
threwmore than 5ć times over 9ćmetres,

he was at another level. I alwaās followed
him, howhemanaged all the pressure and
thesedistances.Hewasreallāconsistent.He
alwaāssaid,techniqueismābiggestweapon.
SoIreallātrātounderstandwhathewantsto
saā, andwhat he tells me during training.
Because technicallā I don't think I am at a
good level, so I am trāing to improve tech-
nique,"Chopraadded.

AfterwinninginDoha,Weberwasasked
if hehadpeaked too earlā in the season.He
saidtherewasmoretocome."It isabigmo-
tivationforme.IknowIhavemuchmorepo-
tential,"hesaid.

Hesentoutanotherwarningwithanim-
pressive 89.65metres to win the Brussels
Diamond League last week with Chopra
pulling out. “It will mean a lot (winning a
medalattheWorldChampionships)forme.
Imean Ihavebeen fourth three timesat the
World Championships and the Olāmpics,”
Weber said.

SinceDoha,NeerajandWeberhavesplit
honours in the two competitions theāhave
competed in together —Weber (86.12m)
winning in Chorąow, Poland, in Maā and
Neeraj staving off Weber in the Paris
DiamondLeague in June.

But the real test forWeber will be if he
can deliver amedal on the big stage at neĀt
month'sWorldChampionships.Hehasbit-
termemoriesofWorldChampionshipsand
Olāmpics,andwillwanttochangethat.He's
spokenabouthowthepressure of eĀpecta-
tions got to him at the Eugene World
Championships. "That was the first time
where I had difficultieswithmental things.
Before,Ineverhadproblems.Iwasalwaāson
beastmode, competitionmode, throwing
muchfartherincompetitionthantraining.But
thistimetherewaspressureonme. Imadeit
formāself,butalsofrommāsurroundings.The
newswas (saāing) theGermans are not anā
goodatsport,therearenotmanāmedals,Ifelt
Iwasoneof theonlāhopes,"Weberhadtold
WorldAthletics.Hebouncedbacktowinthe
EuropeansChampionshipsbutthebigmedal
haseludedhim.

He started off earlā in athletics but then
turnedhisattentiontohandballfromtheage
of 12 to 16. It was his athletics coachwho
convinced him to return to javelin because
ofhisstrongrightarm.Afteraseriesofdisap-
pointments at the big events,Weber, at 3ć,
seemsprimedtoachievehis fullpotential.

Live onDiamond League
YouTube Page, 11.15pm

NeerajChoprareturns toZurichwhere, in2Ć22,hebecamethefirst IndiantowintheDiamondLeagueFinal.DiamondLeague /X
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PRITISHRAJ
NEWDELHI, AUGUSTūō

THEDAYendedbitterlāforJoshnaChinappa.
ThetimelesstalismanofIndiansquashlostin
the semi-finals of the National Squash
ChampionshipsagainstAkankshaSalunkhe
onWednesdaā.Butnotafterthe18-time-na-
tional champion,now38, showedherchar-
acteristic grit in pushing her 26-āear-old
Goanadversarā ina four-matchgame.

Joshna'sbodāhasenduredrigoursinher
two-decade-long career. She underwent a
knee surgerā after the 2ć23 Asian Games,
had a small coaching gig with the Indian
team, when she travelled for the World
SquashTeamChampionships inHongKong
last December, andmost of her contempo-
raries had long bade farewell to the game.
ButJoshna'sheartstillbeatsforthegamein-
side thehard, glassed cages that shepicked
up inherearlā teens.

The fuel, she tells The Indian EĀpress, is
thepride inputtingon thenational stripes.
"Well, a lot of it has to dowith plaāing for

the countrā andwinningmedals. That has
been a huge motivation for me from the
time I started. Todaā, it keeps changing be-
causeit'smuchharderatthisstagetoput in
that same level of effort andwork andplaā
intournaments.SomehowIfindtheenergā
todo it, but therearedaāswhere it's tough.
But I have a reallā good team aroundme,
coaches, trainers, dieticians, psāchologists,
everāthing," she saās.

Motivation aside, she listens to her age-
ingbodātokeepupthegamethat isgetting
faster bā the daā. "I think a lot of it comes
downtotraining.WhatIcoulddoinmā2ćs
andearlā 3ćs, I can't donow. I havepushed
alotduringthattimebutIcan'tdoit todaā,"
she said. "One needs to be smarter. For eĀ-
ample, Icamebackfromakneesurgerā last
āear, so Iamjust lookingaftermābodā.Yes,
Icangetthebestoutof mābodāeventodaā
but I have to train correctlā and listen to
whatmābodā tellsme."

She still trains at her old haunt, the
SquashAcademāinChennai,withafamiliar
face,theformerIndiainternationalanddou-
bleAsianGamesgoldmedallistHarinderPal

Sandhu.Harinder, two āears her junior and
teammate in numerous tournaments, saās
trainingherisaschallengingasit iswiththe
āounger lot. "It's challenging for sure. I have
plaāedon tourswith Joshna and that is one
of the reasons our chemistrā is good. But it
comeswith adifferent set of challenges as I
have tokeepherbodā inmind,"hesaās.

"For someone like Joshna, there ismore
emphasisonhowtogiveheranedgeonthe
courtovertheāoungcompetitors.Wefocus
onpatterns of plaā andhowshe can antici-
pate the attacks of her opponents. Also, the
patterns varā from plaāer to plaāer, so it is
important to adjust thosepatterns aswell,"
heeĀplains.

While shehasplaāed three tournaments
inIndiaincludingthenationals,Joshnahasn't
featuredmuchontheinternationaltourplaā-
ingjustonetournamentinBermuda."Plaāing
the PSA tour is like living out of the suitcase.
During mā peak daās, it was just me and
Dipika Pallikal plaāing. Our standards have
goneupattheinternationallevelsincethelast
fewāears andnowwearepushing formore
andmorePSAtourswhichisgood,"shesaid.

Not looking at OlĀmpics
With Squash included in the 2ć28 LA

Olāmpics program, the buąą around the
sporthasconsiderablāincreasedaroundthe
globe.Thesport isbuąąinginIndiatoo,with
a raft of āoungsters such as Anahat Singh,
AbhaāSingh,andVelvanSenthilkumarcom-
ing through the ranks.Will the old guardof
JoshnaandDipikareturnforonelast tango?
"Well, threeāearsisalongwaāoff. Iamonlā
taking it onemonth at a time right now. It
takesa lotoutofmeeverādaāwithtraining
and recoverā and things like that. So I just
want to be smart and selectivewithwhat I
plaā.SoLA2ć28isalittlebitofastretchright
now," Joshnasaās.

The Asian Games, though, is just a āear
awaā. It's a more realistic target, she saās.
"AsianGames is certainlāon thebackofmā
mindanddoublesisagreatoptiontherebut
it all dependsoncertainquestions likehow
am I plaāing, am I fit, can I earnmā spot in
the team," admits Joshna. Hermarch to the
semi-final,andthefightsheshowed,showed
that she has the tenacitā to launch another
medal challenge in theGames.

Cabinet clears
India’s 2030
CWG bid, names
Ahmedabad as
‘ideal’ host city

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUSTūō

THEUNIONCabinet,chairedbāPrimeMinister
NarendraModi,onWednesdaāapprovedsub-
mission of India’s bid for the 2ć3ć
CommonwealthGames.Apressreleasefrom
thePress InformationBureau stated that the
Cabinethas further given its approval to sign
theHostCollaborationAgreement(HCA)along
withtherequiredGuaranteesfromconcerned
Ministries,DepartmentsandAuthoritiesand
sanction of required grant-in-aid toGujarat
Government, incasethebidgetsaccepted.

Additionallā, it also namedAhmedabad
asan“ideal”venuebecauseof its“worldclass
stadiums,cutting-edgetrainingfacilities,and
a passionate sporting culture”. “The Union
Cabinet, chaired bā Prime Minister Shri
NarendraModiapprovedtheproposalof the
Ministrā of Youth Affairs & Sports for sub-
mission of bid for the Commonwealth
Games (CWG)2ć3ć,” stated thePIB release.

The decision comes just daās after the
IndianOlāmpicAssociation(IOA)gaveitsnod
to the proposal after a submission of the
‘EĀpressionof Interest’ inMarch. “It alsogave
its approval to sign theHost Collaboration
Agreement (HCA) alongwith the required
Guarantees from concerned Ministries,
DepartmentsandAuthoritiesandsanctionof
requiredgrant-in-aidtoGujaratGovernment,
incasethebidgetsaccepted,”thereleaseadded.

August 31 is the last date to submit the
bid for the event and the IOA is eĀpected to
complete the formalities in the neĀt 48
hours. India lasthosted theCWGin2ć1ć.

TheGeneralAssemblāofCommonwealth
Sportwilldecidethehostcountrā in the last
week of November in Glasgow. India’s
chancesofbaggingtheeventhavebrightened
as Canada has pulled out of the race citing
budgetarāconstraints.ThePIBstatementaf-
ter the cabinet meeting stated that
Ahmedabadwouldbe the idealhost citā for
theGames.“Ahmedabadisanidealhostcitā
offeringworld class stadiums, cutting-edge
training facilities, and a passionate sporting
culture.NarendraModiStadium, the largest
stadium in theworld, has alreadā demon-
strated its capabilitā bā successfullā hosting
the2ć23ICCCricketWorldCupFinal,”itsaid.

ThecabinetfurtherstatedthroughthePIB
that hosting the event in Indiawould “leave
a lasting impact” on “tourism, creating jobs
andinspiringmillionsof āoungathletes.”

“Apart fromthat, a largenumberof pro-
fessionals will be getting opportunities in
Sports science, Event Operations and
Management, Logistics and transport coor-
dinators, Broadcast andmedia, IT andcom-
munications, Public relations and commu-
nicationsand inother fieldsaswell.

“Hostingsuchagloballāprestigiousevent
will foster a strong sense of national pride
and unitā. It will provide a shared national
eĀperience and boost the morale of our
Nation. It will inspire a new generation of
athletes to enter into Sports as a career op-
tion and encourage greater participation in
sportsatall levels.”

India is also aiming to conduct the 2ć36
OlāmpicGamesandforthattoo,Ahmedabad
is a front-runner as the host citā. The citā’s
sportinginfrastructure isbeingupgradedin
line with this ambition. The Sardar
VallabhbhaiPatelSportsEnclaveisoneofthe
prime venues that is currentlā under con-
structionandapartfromtheNarendramodi
Cricket Stadium, it is designed to house an
aquaticscentreandafootballstadiumalong
with twoarenas for indoor sports.
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ZURICHDLFINAL

THE FINAL FIELD

Name SB PB
NeeľajChĒħľaĩIĄdĪ ĈƓĬūŢm ĈƓĬūŢm
JűliaĄWebeľĩGeľĪ ĈěĬƓœm ĈěĬƓœm
AĄdeľŅĒĄPeŞeľŅĩGľĄĪ 85Ĭœ4m ĈŢĬƓōm
JűliűŅYegĒĩKeĄĪ 84Ĭ5ěm ĈūĬōūm
KeŅhĒľĄWalcĒŞŞĩTTOĪ 8œĬŢƓm ĈƓĬěœm
AĄdľiaĄMaľdaľeĩMdaĪ 8ūĬŢ8m 8œĬœœm
SimĒĄWielaĄdĩSűiĪ ōĈĬŢŢm ōĈĬ44m

NAMITKUMAR
AUGUSTūō

SERVINGFORthewininthethirdsetofwhat
wasmeanttobearoutinetournamentopener
at theUSOpenbut turned intoahumdinger,
CocoGauff was confrontedwith a familiar
problem.

Up5-4,Gauff panicked, committing two
doublefaultstotakehertotalforthematchto
1ć, and giving her opponent, the unseeded
AustralianAjla Tomljanovic, awaāback into
thematch.Aftercomposingherselfagain,she
stooduptothechallengewithafamiliarsteel,
returning serveswith force and producing
phenomenaldefencetostealthebreakofserve
andeventuallāsealthe6-4,6-7(2),7-5victorā.

Theremaāhavebeenpositives inGauff’s
performance; she rode the crowd’s raucous
support at the tournament sheconsiders the
most important, and she showedher tāpical
appetite to grit andgrindout a victorā upon
whichshebuiltboththeMajortriumphsofher
career.Buttheiffāperformanceofherserve–
the part of her game that has troubled her
throughouttheseasonandforwhichshemade
ahigh-risk, last-minute changeon theeveof

thetournament–continuestorankle.
Gauffhadletgoofhersuccessfulpartner-

shipwithBradGilbert,whoguidedhertoher
firstMajor at her home slam inNewYork in
2ć23,lastāear.HehadpavedthewaāforMatt
Dalā,moreofatechnicianthanapsāchological
worker,whowaseĀpectedtofiĀthemorecon-
cerningissuesinhertechnique.

Dalāhadmadeadjustments to thewest-
erngrip of herweaker forehandand tried to
gether tostopretreatingbehindthebaseline
andbecomemoreoftheaggressorinbaseline
eĀchanges. Butmost cruciallā, he concerned
himselfwithher serve, suggesting its flimsi-
nessneededtobefiĀedviaachangeingrip.

The results were noneĀistent. In 2ć25,
Gaufftickedoffamajorgoal,winninghersec-
ondMajorattheFrenchOpenandmakingsure
toavoidthetagofaone-hitwonder.Shehada
positiveclaāseason,reachingtwoWTA1ććć
finals on the surface too. But awaā from the
dirt,herseasonhasbeenlacklustre tosaāthe
least; inAustralia, shewasout inthequarter-
final, and inWimbledon she lost in the first
round. Since the Paris triumph, shehas onlā
wonfiveofherninematches.

Andtheserviceisthemajorstickingpoint.
Foraplaāerofherqualitā,shefaltersonthesin-

gular controllableof the sport aphenomenal
amount.Thisāear,priortothestartofthetour-
nament,Gauff hadmadeanastonishing32ć
double faults, 95more than the neĀt-worst
plaāer.Shehaswonjust42.7%ofthepointsbe-
hindhersecondserve.

Dalā’sinputswereuninspiring,soGauffhit
theresetbutton.Aweekbeforethestartofthe
MajorinFlushingMeadows,Gauffannounced
shehadpartedwaāswithDalāandhiredbio-
mechanics specialist Gavin MacMillan.

MacMillanhadpreviouslāworkedwith cur-
rentWorldNo.1ArānaSabalenka, takingher
fromadoublefaultmachinetooneofthemost
consistentserversonthetour.

MacMillan’smethods are simple but not
simplistic. Hedoes not believedouble faults
areasignofmentalfatiguenorofalongstand-
ingtechnicaldeficit.Theservicemotion,right
fromtheballtosstothepointof impact, isthe
areathatrequiresadjustment.

AndinGauff’sfirstmatchsincehiringthe
specialist,hehadindeedseemedtohavein-
fluenced some change. Gauff servedwith a
slower,more assuredmotion. Shewas evi-
dentlā trāing to go for greater accuracā and
spins as opposed to speeds. Shewas trāing
to place the ball outside of her opponent’s
comfort ąoneasopposed toblowingheroff
thecourt.

Itworked,andthenitdidn’t.TheAmerican
21-āear-oldfoughtbackfromabreakdownin
thefirstsetandthenledbāabreakinthesec-
ond before she cracked. The double faults
startedpouringout,andonceagain,shebegan
trāingtoservebombs,withplentāoferrors.

The serve is not the onlā area of Gauff’s
game that needs improvement.
Tomljanovic’ssingularstrategāseemedtobe

torepeatedlātestherweakerforehand,espe-
ciallā while returning second serves, and
therewere stretches in thematchwhere it
workedalmost toowell.

Itshowsthatforalltheprodigaltalentand
earlā success shehas enjoāed, there are still
hugemargins for improvement.Thisseason
has been a testament to that. The USOpen
maā be a testament to whether a sudden
shake-up can be effective in creating those
refinements,orwhetherthecallisapanicked,
last-minutepunt.

Shehad to do it the oldwaāonTuesdaā.
Shecan’talwaāsrelāonthat.
KEYRESULTS:Men’ssinglesRd1:1-Jannik
Sinner (ITA)beatVitKopriva (CZE)6-16-16-
2; 27-Denis Shapovalov (CAN) beatMarton
Fucsovics (HUN)6-46-46-ć; Jacob Fearnleā
(GBR)beatRobertoBautistaAgut7-56-25-7
6-4 (ESP) Roman Safiullin (RUS) beat Gael
Monfils(FRA)6-42-66-13-66-4

Women’ssinglesRd1:23-NaomiOsaka
(JPN) beat GreetMinnen (BEL) 6-3 6-4; 3-
CocoGauff(USA)beatAjlaTomljanovic(AUS)
6-46-7(2) 7-5; 8-AmandaAnisimova (USA)
beat Kimberlā Birrell (AUS) 6-3 6-2; 18-
BeatriąHaddadMaiabeatSonaāKartal(GBR)
6-31-66-1(BRA)

Theservicehas troubledCocoGauff
throughout theseason.AP

Gauff ’s new-look serve is still throwing up familiar old problems

IŞ alŅĒ gaƇe iŞŅ aħħľĒƇal ŞĒ ŅigĄ Şhe
HĒŅŞCĒllabĒľaŞiĒĄAgľeemeĄŞ
ĩHCAĪalĒĄgƈiŞh Şhe ľeĳűiľed
GűaľaĄŞeeŅ fľĒmcĒĄceľĄed
MiĄiŅŞľieŅ, DeħaľŞmeĄŞŅ aĄd
AűŞhĒľiŞieŅ aĄd ŅaĄcŞiĒĄ Ēf
ľeĳűiľedgľaĄŞ-iĄ-aid ŞĒGűjaľaŞ
GĒƇeľĄmeĄŞ, iĄ caŅe Şhebid geŞŅ
acceħŞedĬĹ

PIBSTATEMENT

Even in her sunset and semis loss, Joshna shows she is not a spent force

JoshnaChinappa lostNational C’shipsemifinals toAkankshaSalunkhe. PritishRaj

Pragg stays in
the hunt for
Sinquefield Cup

MAYANK
NEWDELHI, AUGUSTūō

THE2ć25SinquefieldCuphasbeena slow-
movingaffair.Theimpressivefieldandeight
tightlā contested rounds have ensured that
no single plaāer hasmanaged to secure an
unassailable lead.Thestandingsare incred-
iblācramped,somuchsothatevenseventh-
placedSamuel Sevianhas a genuine shot at
finishing in the top two.

R.Praggnanandhaa,ajoint-leaderaheadof
the penultimate round, plaāed a safe draw
againsttheUSA'sWesleāSo.Anotherco-leader,
Fabiano Caruana, also shared points with
France'sMaĀimeVachier-Lagrave, ensuring
thestatusquoremainedunchangedheading
intothefinalround.BothPraggnanandhaaand
Soplaāedaspotlessgamewithanidenticalac-
curacāof98.9percent,givingeachotherprac-
ticallānochancetomakeanāinroads.

TheGM fromChennaiwill now take on
Levon Aronian in the final round, while
Caruanawill lock hornswithGukeshD in a
double dose of Indo-American clashes.
Praggnanandhaamaāfancāhischancesif the
tournament moves to a tiebreak against
Caruana, considering all threeof his classical
wins in2ć25—at theTata SteelMasters, the
Superbet Chess Classic Romania, and the
UąchessCup—weresecuredintiebreaks."This
āear,plaāoffshavebeengoodforme.Butāou
never know what's going to happen,"
Praggnanandhaasaid.

Gukesh,who had nothing to lose after a
mediocreevent,wentupagainstAronianfor
hiseighthroundclashandplaāedtheQueen's
Indian game. Coming inwith a fighting ap-
proach,Gukeshgainedaslightadvantageout
of theopening.Hecreatedamaterial imbal-
ance in the hope of strikingwith the light
pieces but Aronian had no real difficultā in
equalisingtheposition inthemiddle-game.

InaneĀtremelādifficultendgametocon-
vertwithabishoppair anda two-pawnad-
vantageagainstarookandabishop,Gukesh
gave it all. He kept on asking difficult ques-
tions toAronian in anattempt tobreakhim
down. TheAmerican started to losehis grip
towardsthefagendof thegame,butthepo-
sition being so compleĀ to handle, Gukesh
failedtofindanāwinningideas.Themoment
he allowed his opponent to eĀchange the
light-squared bishop, the in-formAronian
pounced on the opportunitā and chopped
off Gukesh's two eĀtra pawns in eĀchange
forhisonepawn.Thepositionequalised.

Soonafter,Gukesh--desperatelālooking
forawinunderaseveretimecrunch--made
aone-moveblunderbāmisplacinghisother
bishopwith just eight seconds left on the
clock.ThepositionwasresignableforWhite,
butthistime,itwasAronian,whomissedthe
winningmove. Gukesh quicklā eĀchanged
all the remaining pieces left on the board,
sealing the fateof thegame inadraw.

Pune


